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OU was pleaſed to PENS the De. 
ien of the following Diſſertation 
with. your Approbation, when J 
' had the honour to lay it before you; 
and ro aſſiſt my Enquiry into a Subject 
ſomewhat uncommon, with the Uſe of your 
noble Library. What owes ſo much to your 
Encouragement, is now _ offered to 
you for your Patronage. | 
You will perceive, from your hearty Con- 
cern for the Honour of Revelation, the Im- 
portance of diſcovering the Fallacy of the 
more popular Objections againſt the Hebrew 
Conſtitution, and of ſhewing them to be 
groundleſs and unteaſonable; whatever In- 
fluence they may have on an Age inclined to 
Unbelief, and where Ignorance of the true 
Deſigns and Nature of the Hebrew Govern- 
ment makes it not eaſy for all to find out 
the Fallacy of the Objections, or tlie moſt 


proper Anſwers to them. | 
A 3 It 


DP. 


iv DE VIA ron 


It will give me much better this 
l be of ſome Service to the 
1 World, if it thall appear to anſwer this De- 
\ ſign in the of 2 Perſon, whoſc 
4 extenſive and accurate Knowledge in the ſe- 
veral Parts of Learning, whoſe great Under- 
ſtanding in particular in the Language, Laws 
and Cuſtoms of me Hebrews, 2 and Re- 
ligious, enables lim to diſdern clearly 
Fx ik al Obſcurity of the Subject, the 
juſt Weight of any Reaſons offered in Vindi- 
cation of the divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
of this Part of Revelation. N 
Gentlemen of higher Rank and aller- 
ſtanding, have a very uſeful Influence, when 
Examples of Virtue and Religion: Where it 
appeats they are themfelves well 
of the Truths of Revelation, by making the 
Doctrines it teaches the Rule of their Lives, 
and the Hopes it gives the Foundation of their 
Peace and Joy ; It ſerves much to break the 
Force and Prejudice of Cuſtom, in favour of 
Unbelief. Minds not quite loſt inInfidelity, 
or Vice, will reſpect the Judgment of the 
wiſe, the unbiaſſed, and impartial 3 and the 
Example of the knowing, the judicious and = 
the virtuous, more than the Opinions of the 
ignorant, and thoughtleſs, or than the Prac- 
tice of the prejudiced, or the vitious. 
This, Sir, is a publick Uſefulneſs, even in 
the Retirements of private Life: It ſerves the 
moſt deſirable publick Good, as it promotes 


N e 


dRightcoulhels, vhich beſt 
ſia Ih — exalt a Nation. 


This is morcover a real perſonal Honour 


M4 


in the ſicht of God, as well as inthe Efteem 


of the beſt of Men; a moſt valuable Orna- 
ment and Addition to Honours derived from 
ancient and noble Families, from emigent 
and illuſtrious Anceſtors, 
That it may pleaſe N 
ſo deſitable for the publick Good, and grant 
you the Support and Comforts of the Chri- 


ſtian Hope, in whatever the Providence of 
God may appoint for the Exexciſe and Im- 
rovement of your Faith and Patience; and 


ly crown you with the unmixed Happi- 
neſs of that Life and Immortality brought to 
light in the Chriſtian Roveiation, ny 
ant 5 
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_ obliged humble Servant, 
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INTRODUCTION. 


T is ſomewhat ſurprizing, that when ſo 
many able Hands have undertaken to 
explain the religious Rites and Ceremo- 
nies, the civil Laws and Juftice of the 
HebrewChurch, andCommonwealth; ſovery 
few ſhould have undertaken to explain the 
Form and Polity of the Government itſelf. 
'The Hebrew Commonwealth is, without 


queſtion, one of the moſt ancient of the 


World, and juſtly looked upon as a Model 
of Government of divine Original ; i will 


deſerve our Attention, as much ſure, as any 


of the Forms of Government in the ancient 
times, either among the Egyptians, Greeks, 


or Nomans. It ſhould more eſpecially de- 


ſerve our Attention as Chriſtians, who own 


the Laws delivered by Moſes to the Hebrew 


Nation, to have been Sen by the Oracle of 
2 God, 


1 Chron. 
Ml. f. 
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God, and eſtabliſhed by Authority of the 
ſupreme Governour of the World; in which 
therefore, we may expect to find a wiſe and 
excellent Model, becoming the Wiſdom of 
ſuch a Lawgiver. 7 

It will yet further deſerve our Artention, 
as a right Underſtanding of ſeveral Parts of 
the religious Rites and Conſtitutions of that 
Church will much depend upon a right Un- 
derſtanding of their civil Polity and Govern- 
ment; for in this Conſtitution both are 
much 'intermix'd with each other, ſo that 


the one is not clearly to be underſtood with- 


out the other. This Conſtitution is there- 
fore well called a Theocracy, by Zoſephus ; 
or a Government of God, in w od 
himſelf condeſcended to govern the Hebrew 
Nation, with the Title and Authority of their 
King. It is to the ſame ſenſe David ſpeaks 
of the Succeſſion of his Son Solomon, that 
he was choſen to ſit upon the T, hrone of 
the Kingdom of Fehovah, over Iſrael. So 
that the Laws of Religion and State, in this 
Commonwealth, have a great Reference to 
one another, God being conſidered the Ob- 
ject of their religtous Worſhip as the one 
only true and ſupreme God, and their ſu- 
preme civil Magiſtrate as the political Head of 
their State Hence learned Men“ have very 
juſtly obſerved, that the Form of the Taber- 
nacle, the — of its Ornaments, the 

Service 


8 *  « Hebræ. Diflert. de Theocrat. Judaico, 
e. v. g. Wes Den . $, is Ge. 
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Service and Attendance of the Prieſts.and 
Levites, and the Revenues belonging to the 


Tabernacle, have a Regard to the Honour 
and Dignity of the Crown, of the Court and 


Palace of the King of 1/7aet, as well as to 
the religious. Worſhip of the God of Ifrael. 


So that even theſe Parts of the religious Con- 
ſtitution of the Hebreus will be much bet- 
ter underſtood, by a right Knowledge of the 


political Conſtitutions of their Government, 


and by the Light ſuch Knowledge has 
thrown upon them, in ſeveral Inſtances, and 
may yet further give unto them, J apprehend, 
in many more. 

Finally, this Knowledge of. the true Con- 
ſtitution of the Hebrew Government will, 
I think, be of conſiderable uſe on another 
account. Some have fallen with uncom- 
mon Severity both on the religious and po- 
litical Conſtitutions of Moſes, and 'cndca- 


voured to repreſent them not only as unwiſe 


and unequal, but as moſt unjuſt, tyrannical, 
and cruel. Theſe Conſtitutions are ſaid to 
be 4 Refinement on the Superſtition of 
« Egypt; and that to ſuppoſe or affirm 
« any of them of the truc God, mult be 
* equally abſurd and blaſphemous 2. 

Every Lover of Truth will juſtly expett ſo 
heavy a Charge, drawn up in ſo infolent 
Terms, ſhould be ſupported with good Vouch- 
ers; and that the Conſtitutions of the He- 


brew Goverament, as publiſhed by Moſes, 


Brat, mould 
* Moral Philoſopher, Vol. II. 135. 
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ſhould plainly appear ſo abſurd, tyrannical, 
and blaſphemous, as they are repreſented to 
be, by plain Inſtances of ſome of the Con- 


furutions themſelves that are ſo; whercas a 


right Underſtanding of the Polity of that 
Government, as ſettled by Moſes in the 
Name of God, would ſhew, that the moſt. 
ſpecious Odjections ate meer Blunders, and 
Miſtakes, and are founded on an utter Igno- 


rance of the true Hebrew Conſtitutions, or 


on ſuch Good · will to cenſure and condemn 
them, as dares firſt to falſify them, in order 


afterwards to treat them as ridiculous "Or 


criminal. 

It muſt be allow'd however, that this Sub. 
ject is not without its Obſcurity. The Ma. 
terials we have whereby to diſcover the po- 
-litical Form of this very ancient Govern- 
ment, are not ſo many or ſo full, as we have 
for ſome of the more modern Governments 
-of Greece, or the Commonwealth of Rome. 
And tho' we have many Authors of Hebrew 


Republicks, who with great Diligence and 
Learning, have treated of their Religion 


yet few have treated with Exactneſs and 
Judgment, of the political Government of 


their State. 


The Jus privatum of the Hebrews, the 


Laws, Judges, and Courts, whereby private 
. uſtice was adminiſtred between Man and 


an, and their Perſons and Properties defend- 


__ cd againſt private Fraud and Violence, have 
been — 


conſidered 2. Authors of great 
Judgment 


of the Henxzws, 


Judgment and Learning, who have ſhewn 
with plain Evidence, that they are eyety way 
equal for Wiſdom, Juſtice; and Equity, to 
the Laws of any the greateſt and moſt cele- 
brated Lawgivers; many of which were very 
likely copyed after theſe. 

But the Jus publicum, the Form of the 
Government itſelf, the Orders by which; and 
the Officers by whom the publick Actions 
of Peace and War, and the collective Force 
of the whole Commonwealth were to be di- 
rected; and the * Crimina læ ſæ Majeſtatis, 
or treaſonable Offences againſt the Honour, 
Authority and Safety of the State in general, 
have been paſſed over very ſlightly by the 
ſame learned Authors, it may be in part, be- 
cauſe the few Materials to be found in ſo 
ſhort an Hiſtory, were thought inſufficient to 
give a juſt Model of the publick Govern- 
ment; and in part, becauſe the Religion and 
the private Juſtice of this Nation were ac- 
counted Subjects of greater Uſe and Concern. 

The Materials are indeed few, and ſcanty 
enough; and therefore we are not to expect 
ſuch an Account of the Hebrew Government, 
as we have of modern Governments, of the 
German Empire, France, or the United Pro- 
yinces, or even of the more ancient Com- 
monwealths of Rome, and in Greece, whoſe 
larger Hiſtories ſhew their Conſtitutions fo 
fully, as to point out the Wiſdom and Ex- 

B 3 Cebllency, 
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cellency, or the Defects and Faults of the le⸗ | 
veral Parts of them. 

vet the Hiſtory of the Secttlement of the He. | 
brew Nation in the promiſed Land, and the 
ſeveral Laws ſtill on Record in the Books of 
Moſes, will, Iapprehend, if carefully conſidered, 
and put together, give ſuch an account of the 
Hebrew Conſtitution, as may help us to form 
in general a true Idea of the Plan and Model 
of it; ſuch an Idea as will appear abſolutely 
inconſiſtent with the ambitious and tyranni- 
cal Views of an arbitrary and oppreſſive Go- 
vernment, with which Moſes has been ſo 
weakly, as well as falſely charged; and ſuch 
an Idea, as will ſhew this Conſtitution calcu- 
lated in its whole Deſign, and fitted with the 
moſt political Wiſdom, to preſerve the Pro- 
perty, Liberty, and Security of the People, 
and there with the Profeſſion of the true Re- 
ligion and the Worſhip of the one true God, 
againſt the univerſal Idolatry of the World; 
and to ſecure them from the Danger of all At- 
tempts, either by Foreign Fore or Domeſ- 
tick Ambition: As it will clearly appear that 
no ſuch Attempts were ever like to ſucceed, 
but on a previous Alteration and Corrup- 
tion of the Fundamentals of the Conſtitution 
it ſelf; and that accordingly ſuch Change was 
firſt actually made, whenever any ſuch At- 
tempts did ſucceed. 

If I ſhall be able to ſet the Plan of the 
Hebrew Government in ſuch a light that 


my Reader may perccive, and be convinced 
of 
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of the excellent Conſtitution of it, to main- 
tain the Property, Liberty, Peace and Safety 
of the People, and to anſwer the particular 
Deſign of God in condeſcending to be their 
Lawgiver and King, to preſerve the Faith 
and Worſhip of the one true God in the ge- 

neral Apoſtacy of the World to Idolatry ; I 
would hope my Reader may find ſome Plea- 
ſure and ſome Profit in viewing one of the 
moſt ancient Conſtitutions of Government 
in the World, formed for one of the kind- 
eſt Deſigns in the World, to preſerve the 
Knowledge and Worſhip of the one true 
God, from the almoſt univerſal Corruption 
of Idolatry. 


e 
Chief Deſign, and principal Intention 

of the Civil Government of the 
HE Brews, 


__ O lay down a true Plan of the Hebrew 
* Government, it will be requiſite pre- 
viouſly to conſider, what particular Views the 
_ Lawgiver might have in it, if any particular 
Ends were deſign d, to promote which the 
Plan of the Government itſelf was to be ad- 
juſted ; thoſe Deſigns will help to explain ma- 
ny Parts and Conſtitutions of the Govern- 
ment, as it will ſhew the great Wiſdom of 
the Legiſlature, which has the Plan in 
B 4 its 
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its ſeveral Parts moſt fit, and proper to ſerve 
and ſecure thoſe Endless 
The Hebrew Government appears not on- 
ly deſignd to ſerve: the common and general 
Ends of all good Governments, to protect 
the Property, Liberty, Safety, and Peace .of 
the ſeveral Members of the Community, in 
which the true Happineſs and Proſperity of 
National Societies will always: conſiſt, but 
Exod. xix. moreover fo be an holy People to Fehovah, 
and a Kingdom of Priefts : for thus Moſes 
| is directed to tell the Children of IJſrael, 
Fxod. xix. Ie have ſeen what I did unto. the Eg yp- 
3» 4+ 5» b. tians, and how Þ bare you on Eagles M ings, 
and brought you unto my ſelf. Nou there- 
fore if ye will hear my Voice indeed, and 
| 7075 my Covenant, then ye Hall be a pe- 
culiar Treaſure unto me above all People 3 
for all the Earth is mine, and ye ſhall be 
unto me a Kingdom of Prieſts. and an 
holy Nation. We learn what this Cove- 
Deut xix nant was in a further Account of it: Te fland 
terte ri, Day all of you before the Lord your 
Cod, your Captains of your Tribes, your 
Elders and your Officers, and all the Men 
, Iſrael; that you ſhould enter into Cove- 
nant with the Lord thy Cod, and into his 
Cath which the Lord thy God maketh 
with thee this Day; that he may eftavlih 
thee to-day for a People unto himſclf, and 
that he may be unto thee a Cod, as he hath 
_ ſaid unto thee, and as he hath ſworn unto 
thy Fathers, to Abralam, Iſuuc aud — 5 
| or 
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For ye know, adds Moſes, how we have 16,17. 18. 


dwelt in the Land of Egypt, and how we 


came through the Nations which ye paſſed 


by ; and ye have ſeen their Abominations 
and their Idols, Wood and Stone, Silver 
and Gold which were among them, leſt there 


ſtould be among you, Man, or Woman, or 


Family, or Tribe, whoſe Heart turneth a- 
way this Day from the Lord our God to 


go and ſerve the Gods of theſe Nations. 


Without any Enquiry into the critical Sh 
Meaning of theſe Expreſſions ſeverally, every — 
one may eaſily ſee this general Intention of brew G. 
them; that the Covenant of Fehovah with z, ee 
the Hebrew. People, and their 0 4 Ldolatry, 
which they bound their Allegiance to Feh- 
vah their God and King, was, that they y r. 
ſhould receive and obey the Laws which he 
ſhould appoint as their ſupreme Governour, 
with a particular Engagement to keep them- 
ſelves from the Idolatry of the Nations round 
about them, whether the Idolatry they had 
ſeen while they dwelt in the Land of Egypt, 
or had obſerved in the Nations by which 
they paſſed into the promiſed Land. In 
keeping this Allegiance to 7ehovab, as their 
immediate and ſupreme Lord, they were ro 
expect the Bleſſings of God's immediate and 
particular Protection in the Security of their 


Liberty, Peace and Proſperity, againſt all At- 


tempts of their idolattous Neighbours; but 
if they ſhould break their Allegiance to Je- 
ho vab, or forſake the Covenant of Fehovah, 
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by going and ſerving other Gods, and wor- 


mins them, then they ſhould forfeit theſe 
Bleſſings of God's Protection, and the Anger 


of Fehovah ſhould be kindled againſt the 
Land, to bring upon it all the Curſes that are 


written in this Book. - 

The true Senſe then of this ſolemn Tranſ- 
action, between God and the Hebrew Nation, 
which may be called the original Contrats 
of the Hebrew Government, is to this pur- 
poſe: If the Hebrews would voluntarily con- 
ſent to receive Fehovah their Lord and King, 


to keep his Covenant and Laws, to honour 


and worſhip him as the one true God, in op- 
poſition to all Idolatry ; then, though God 
as Sovereign of the World rules over all the 
Nations of the Earth, and all Nations are 
under the general Care of his Providence, he 
would govern the Hebrew Nation by pecu- 
liar Laws of his particular Appointment, and 


bleſs it with a more immediate and particular 


Protection; he would ſecure to them the in- 
valuable Privileges of the true Religion, to- 


gether with Liberty, Peace, and Proſperity, 


as a favoured People above all other Na- 


tions. It is for very wiſe *Reaſons you may 


obſerve, that temporal Bleſſings and Evils are 


made ſo much uſe of in this Conſtitution, ' 
for theſe were the common and prevailing 


Inticements to Idolatry; but by thus taking 


them into the Hebrew Conſtitution, as Re- | 
wards to Obedience and Puniſhments of Diſ- ' 
obedience, 


® Spencer de Leg. Hebr. 5. 1. c. 3. Pp. 12. 
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obedience, they became Motives to true Re- 
ligion, inſtead of Encouragements to Ido- 
lat 


The idolatrous Nations worſhipped ſubor- 
dinate Beings, whom they owned ſubject to 
the Supreme ; but tliey believed they had the 
immediate Direction of the Bleſſings of Life, 
that they gave Health, long Life, fruitful 
Seaſons, Plenty and Proſperity: This we are 
told, by * Maimonides, was a Doctrine 
taught by the Sabians in their Books, as well 
as in their Inſtructions to the People. | 

One of the oldeſt of the Prophets has ſo 
fully expreſſed this Reaſon of the Hebrew 
Conſtitution, that we need no further Evi- 
dence of it, For their Mother hath played 
the Harlot, ſhe that conceived them hath 
done ſhamefully; for ſhe ſaid, I will go 
after my Lovers, that give me my Bread 
and my Water, my Woot and my Flax, mine 


II 


Oil, and my Drink. .. For ſhe did not know Hoſea ii. 
that I gave her Corn, and Wine, and Oil, s, 8, 9. 


and multiplied her Silver and Gold, which 


they prepared for Baal. Therefore will I 
return, and take away my Corn in the time 
thereof, and my Wine in the ſeaſon there- 
of; and will recover my Wool and my Flax, 
zven to cover her Nakedneſ?. 

The Prophet Feremiah gives the ſame 
Reaſon why the Fews fell into the idola- 
trous Practice of burning Incenſe to the 


Queen of Heayen; But we will certainly Jeremiah, 
N 40 11. 17. 


* Maimon. Mor. Nevoc. p. 3. c. 30. 
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do whatſoever thing goeth. forth out of 


our own Mouths to burn Incenſe unto the 


Queen of Heaven, and to Feng out Drink- 
Oferings unto her, as we have done; we, 
and our Fathers, our Kings and our Prin- 
ces in the Cities of Fudah, and in the 

Streets of Feruſalem ; for then had we 
plenty of Vittuals, and were well, ahd 


au no evil: but ſince we left off to 


burn Incenſe to the Queen of Heaven, 
and to pour out Drink-Offerings unto her, 
we have wanted all things, and have been 
conſumed by the Sword and by the Fa- 
mine. | * =, 

This common Doctrine of Idolatry, that 
the ſeveral Bleſſings of Life came from ſome 
Demon or Idol, to whom the Authority and 
Power of beſtowing temporal Bleſſings were 
committed, was of ſo general and powerful 


Influence, that it became the Wiſdom of 


an Inſtitution deſigned to preſerve the Faith 


and Worſhip of the one true God, againſt 
Idolatry, to aſſert, that God was the Au- 


thor of every Bleſſing of Life, that he had 


not parted with the Adminiſtration of Pro- 
vidence, or given over the Diſpoſal of thoſe 


Bleſſings to any ſubordinate Beings whatſo- 


ever; ſo that Health, long Life, Plenty 


and all kinds of Proſperity, were to be 
ſought for from him, as his Gift, and only 


from his Bleſſing and Protection. 
| Whoever 
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* Whoever has juſt Notions of the great Zi 
Evils of Idolatry to the diſhonour of the dle by 
ſupreme Sovereign and Governour of the , 
World, to the Corruption of the eſſential # i. 
Principles of true Religion and virtuous 
Practice, as Idolatry directed ſo many barba- 
rous, immoral and inhuman Rites, and en- 
couraged ſuch enormous Acts of Vice, asAdts 
of Religion, of which ſome. or other of the 
Idols they worſhipped were Examples, and 
were eſteemed to patronize them; it will 
appcar to them a Deſign worthy the Good- 
neſs, as well as the Wiſdom of God, to put 
ſome ſtop to fuch a dangerous Evil: eſpe- 
cially when it was fo general and prevailing, 
that all Flcſh had corrupted 'its Way, and all 
the Nations of the Earth were running eager- 
ly into it. Even the Egyptians, a People fo 
famed for Wiſdom and good Underſtanding, 


were as ſenſeleſs and as corrupt in their I- 
dolatry, as any of their Neighbours. The 


Hebrews themſelves, whatever former care 
had been taken to preferye the Know- 
ledge of the true God and true Religion in 
the Family of Avraham, were ſo addicted to 
this common Corruption of Religion, and 


were ſo ready to fall into it, that there 


ſcemed no other way left to put any ſtop to 
the Progreſs of Idolatry any where, or to 
preſerve the true Religion in any People, but 
by ſome Conſtitution form'd on this Plan, 
and which might effectually carry on this 
Deſign in the ſeveral Parts of it : And _ 

the 
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the Goodneſs and Wiſdom of God made a 
principal Deſign in the Conſtitution of the 

erbe,. More effectually to anſwer this chief De- 

View if ſign, there was another ſubordinate Intention | 

ley in the Conſtitution of this Government. It | 

flitation,zo Was of no ſmall conſequence, to keep this | 
dep th4 Nation ſeparate from other Nations, and 
from Inter- from ſuch Intercourſe with Idolaters as might 
cure end in an Apoſtacy from their own Religion 
— to the Idolatry of their Neighbours. There 
is then a Law in general given by Moſes, 
in which he is directed to ſay in God's Name 

Lev. xvii. to the Children of 1/rael, I am the Lord 

2, 3, 4. your God, after the — of the Land of | 
Egypt, wherein ye dwelt, ſball ye not do; 
and after the Doings of the Land of Ca- 
naan, whither I bring you, ſhall ye not do; 
cart _ ye walk in t oft > rag 

e ſh, my Tudgments m 
— 8 1 Aal herein; I am Tube 
| wah your God. | 
Further, Moſes having recited the many | 
and great Abominations committed by the 
Canaanttes, on the Loſs of the right Know- 
ledge of the one true God and the true Re- 
ligion ; and through the Corruption of ido- 

. Delt Doctrines 2 it is _ 
24, 30. eſile not ye yourſelves in any of theſe | 
Things: for 2 theſe the N. — — 
defiled, which I caſt out before you. And 
again, therefore ſhall ye keep mine Ord:- | 
nance that ye commit not any one of theſe | 
| abominable | 
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abominable Cuſtoms which were committed 
before you, that ye defile not yourſelves 
therein, I am Fehovah your God For 
the ſame purpoſe it is repeated, And ye Levit. xx. 
feall not walk in the manners of the Na-. 
tions which I caſt out before you, for they 
committed all theſe things, and therefore I 
abhorred them; J have ſaid unto you, 
ye ſhall inherit their Land and I will give 
it unto you to poſſeſs it; a Land that 
floweth with Milk and Honey. I am the 
Lord your God which hath ſeparated you 
from other People, and ye ſhall be holy unto 
me; for I the Lord am holy, and have 26 
ſeparated you from other People that ye 


ſhould be mine. 


It had appeared by notorious Examples, how 
eaſily the Hebrews themſelves were to be en- 
ticed into Idolatry, by frequenting the Com- 
pany of Idolaters, and by converſing too much 
and too familiarly with them, while Iſrael abode 
inShittim; the People began to commit Whore- Numbers 
dom with the Daughters of Moab, and thex 
called the People to the Sacrifices of their 
Gods ; and the People did eat, and bowed 
down to their Gods: So caſy was the Paſ- 
ſage from feaſting with them on their Sacri- 
fices, to joining with them in their Idolatry. 


Thus Iſtael joined himſelf to Baal-peor. - ' 5 


Such an Example of prevailing Idolatry, is 
juſtly given, as a ſufficient Reaſon for a 
careful Separation of the Hebrew People 


from idolatrous Neighbours, in order to pre- 


vent 


3, Ce. 


Cod hath deſtro 52 2 
but ye that did cleave unto the Lord your 


Temptations in 
times. I therefore thus exhorts / 


rael, Tour Eyes 152 zen what the Lord 


did, becauſe 0 06,59 the Lord thy 
em from 


among you; 


Cod, are alive every one of you this day. 
Behold I have taught you. Statutes and 
Fudgments, even as the Lord my God com- 
manded me, that you ſhould do ſo in the 
Land whither ye go to poſſeſs it. Keep 
therefore and do them, for that is your 

Wiſdom and your Underſtanding, in the 
fight of all * Nations which ſhall hear 
of all theſe Statutes, and ſay, ſurely this 
great Nation is 4 rear and underſtanding 


People. 


Among the Lawn here ſpoken of, there 
arc ſome, "the Wiſdom of which appear prin- 
cipally if not ſolely, as they were choſen and 
commanded to this end, to ſeparate the He- 
brews from their idolatrous N cighbours, by 


a Prohibition of every idolatrous Rite. The 


Deut. vii. 
3.4 


Law itſelf for prohibiting Inter marriages 
with Idolaters expreſly gives this Reaſon for 
it, Neither ſhall you make Marriages 
with them, thy Daughter thou ſhalt not 
give unto his Son, nor his Daughter ſhalt 


thou take unto thy Son; for they er? þ 
turn away thy Son „ fol, 45 me, that 


they 71 ſerve other Gods; 3 will the 
Anger of the Lord be ki 


= a { deſtroy thee WIERD 


led againſt 
Many | 
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Many other Laws, vhich at firſt view ſcem 
tobe of ſmall Importance and Concern, for 
the enacting of which ſome look for no Rem 
ſon at all, but the alone Will of the Law- 
giver, will appear in this View, of Concern 
and Importance, ſufficient fot the Wifdom 
of God to take notice of, when he gave his 
Laws to this Nation. The moſt judicious of 
the Hebrew Doctors, has very well explained 
ſeveral- of the Moſaical Laws upon this 
ſingle Conſideration. 

He, gives this general Reaſon for many 
Laws, © That they were made to keep Men 
© - from Idolatry, and ſuch falſe Opinions, as 

Are a-kin to Idolatry ; ſuch as the Pretences 

* to Incantations, Divinations, foretel 
F 2 by the Stars, or by the Poſſeſſi 
* of ſome Spirit or Demon, or confalting 

* with ſuch Perſons*”. He farther juſtly 
obſerves, © That ſuch things as are ſuppoſed 
8 to be effected by any magick Actions, or 


ences of the Stars, neceſſatily induce Men 
to reverence and worſhip them . He ob- 
A ee many of the magick Rites con- 
C 4 ſifted 

manifeſtum eſt ilta (Pracepta ſecundæ Claſſis 

1 De iu ad Homines ab Idololatria arcendos elle tradita, 


aliiſque falfis & hezreticis Opinionibus, qua 3 — 
nes ut ſunt Præſtigiatorum, Tocamuroram, — 


* da Divinatorum, Pythonum, — 
ipſos, 7 rumque 1 farinæ Hominum. * Mor. 
evoe, J. 3. e 


ex e mhgico ſequuntur, & ſtellarum diſpok- 


& venerandss iHas devenitur, 1d. ibid. 


ate founded on any Diſpoſitions or Influ- 


| Benner 9 innituntur, unde neceſſario ad colendas 
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Levit. xix. 
ſhall not round the Corners of your Heads, 


27. 


Examples of ſuch Superſtitions; among 
« Storm of Hail. ; 


comploſione verſus ccelum 
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e ſiſted in certain Geſtures, Actions, ot the 
«© Uſe of certain Words, and mentions ſeverat | 


< the reſt, a remarkable Rite to prevent a 


However trifling ſome of the Moſazcal | 
Laws may at the firſt View, and un- | 


worthy the Wiſdom of God to ena them as 


Laws ; yet the caſe will appear quite other- | 
wiſe, when they are conſidered as neceſlary | 
Proviſions againſt the Danger of Idolatry, | 

The Law, for inſtance, that appoints, 27 


neither ſhalt thou marr the Corners of thy 
Beard, will thus appear Directions of Im- 
portance, when it was to prevent a magical 
Cuſtom of the idolatrous Prieſts, who made 
this ſort of cutting off their Hair and Beards | 


eſſential to their Worſhip 5 and uſed them as 


things of conſequence, in order to procure 
from their Idols the ſeveral Bleſſings they 
deſired and prayed for. A Prohibition of 
ſuch idolatrous and magical Ceremonies was! 
not ſo trivial or below the Care of a wiſe 
Lawgiver, who had a deſign in the Con- 
ſtitution of the Hebrew Government, to 
keep that People from all idolatrous Cu- 
In like manner, we may eaſily perccive 27 
Reaſon, why the Law ſhould direct, _ 

all 


t Si quatuor mulieres in tergo jaceant, & pedes ſuos cum 
t, certa verba, certos item 


avertere, I. ib. 
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all 4 Garment of Linnen and Woollen 
rome upon thee ; when we underſtand, that 
ſuch mixed Garments of Linnen and Wool- 
len were the proper Habits of idolatrous 
Prieſts ; and which, according to the profeſ- 
ſed Doctrines of their idolatrous Worſhip, 
were ſuppoſed to have ſome powerful magical 
Virtue in them: MEG 
For the fame Reaſons we can caſily under- 
ſtand the Wiſdom of appointing by Law, 
that the Woman ſhall not wear that which peut. 
2 unto a Man, neither ſball a*%% 5 
an put on a Woman's Garment ; for all 
that do ſo are Abomination unto the 
Lord thy God ; when it was an idolatrous 
MW Conſtitution of their Neighbours, as “ Mai- 
de mon found it in a magick Book, That Men 
rds ought to ſtand before the Star of Venus in 
125 WM the flowered Garments of Women; and 
ure Women were to put on the Armour of Men 
hey WM before the Star of Mars, as Biſhop Patrick 


Er TS 27167 . BU re i 


of on the Place truly repreſents its Meaning. 

Was The fame idolatrous Cuſtom is obſerved 
viſe by Macrobius, that Men worſhipped Venus 
om in Women's Habits, and Women in the Ha- 


bits of Men T7. | 
There is no reaſon then, we ſec, to ima- 
gine that theſe Laws, which were to diſtin- 
guiſh the Hebrew People from the idolatrous 
„ 
» Maimonides, ibid. ->- 4a 
+ Philocorus quoque in Atthide, eandem (Venerem) affir- 
mat eſſe Lunam, & ei ſacriſicium facere. Viros cum velte 


muliebri, Mulieres cum virili, quod eadem & mas eftimatur 
& fozmina, Macrob, Saturn. J. 3. c. 8. 
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their Neighbours, and to all their Cuſtoms 


we are to examine and to. judge of the Equity 
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Nations, were made only out of hatrd{ to 


and Manners, good or bad, innocent as well 
as idolatrous. It “appears on the contrary 
to be plainly quite another Reaſon; it was 
from a wiſe care of their Preſervation from 
ſuch idolatrous Cuſtoms, as there was very 
great reaſon to fear, would prove a dan- 
gerous Temptation to lead them into Idola- 
try, and which were hardly to be uſed with- 
out it. All Reflections, with how much 
Confidence ſoever on the Hebrew Laws, as if 
they were eſtabliſh'd upon no better Motives 
than the Hatred of their Neighbours, will 
appear in this view groundleſs, and without 
all Foundation; when the true Reaſon ſhall | 
appear ſo wile, ſo plain, and ſo natural. | 
Theſe two Views then, to preſerve in the | 
Febrew Nation the Knowledge and Worſhip ! 
of the one true God, and to preſerve it from 
the ſpreading Evils of Idolatry, by ſeparating | 
it from the Society of Idolaters, by forbid- WW 
ding all Uſe of idolatrous Rites and Cuſtoms, WW | 
may be looked upon as conſiderable Inten- 
tions in the Conſtitution ; according to which, , 


and Wiſdom of the Conſtitution itſelf. Nei- 
ther of which can be ſo well judged of, with- | 
out taking theſe Intentions into conſidera- 
tion. If we regard the Hebrew Conſtitu- 3 
tion, only as an Inſtitution of Religion and 
religious Worſhip, or only as a civil * 


M Spencer, Leg. Heb. I, 11. C. 3. 5. 1. 
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and a Form of civil Government, we ſhall 
widely miſtake the true Nature of it. It is e- 
vident beyond queſtion, the Moſaical Ac- 
count of it repreſents it as a Theocracy, in 
which Fehovah is God, and King; and in 
which the true Worſhip of the only true God 
was to be preſerved againſt Idolatry, and 
the Nation in obedience to the Laws of this 
Inſtitution, ſhould enjoy Liberty, Peace, 


. Proſperity, and Happineſs in the Protection 


of a wiſe and powerful Government. 

It may be proper to obſerve here, that 
theſe Deſigns appear in themſelves worthy 
the Wiſdom and the Goodneſs of God; 
that he ſhould take care in ſome proper way 


to put a ſtop to ſo prevailing a Courſe of J. 


dolatry. If the Deſign ſhall appear in itſelf 
manifeſty wiſe and good, the proper means 
to effect it will appear to be equitable, wiſe, and 
good alſo. Some ſeem not to perceive, at 
leaſt are not willing to own this. The more 
fully then to make us ſenſible of it, let us 
briefly obſerve ſome of the many great Evils 
of Idolatry, which this Hebreu Conſtitution 
was intended and formed to prevent. 

One of the chief and moſt influencing 


. Principles of Idolatry, was a falſe Perſuaſion 


that the temporal Bleſſings of Life, Health, 
Length of Days, fruitful Seaſons, Victory in 
Wars, and ſuch Advantages, were to be ex- 
pected and ſought for as the Gifts of ſome 
inferior and ſubordinate Beings, as Guar- 
dians of mortal Men ; or from ſome ſecret 

C 3 In 
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Influences of the Stars, and heavenly Bodies, 
ſuppoſed inhabited, and animated by ſome 
powerful Beings, or Gods, whoſeſProtection 
and Favour were to be obtain'd by the Uſe 
of ſome magical Ceremonies, Geſtures and 
Words, or by ſome ſenſeleſs or ſome barba- 
rous Rites of Worſhip. 

Thus Men came not only to loſe the true 
Knowledge of the one, only God, and of his 
immediate Providence, and that all theſe Bleſ- | 
ſings could therefore come from him. alone, 
who was beſt pleaſed and beſt worſhipped by 
Virtue, Goodneſs, Righteouſneſs and true 
Holineſs; but they became neceſſarily vicious 
and corrupt in Practice, as well as Principle. 
They came to think they were not to expect 
the Bleſſings of Life from the Favour of the. 
one true God, a Being himſelf of infinite 
Purity, Rightcouſneſs, and Goodneſs, by re- 
verencing and by imitating him; bur from 
the Favour of a Jupiter, who with all his 


fine Titles is repreſented in his Hiſtory, to have 


been as intemperate as luſtful, and as wicked 
as any the worſt of Men; or from a Mercury, 
a Patron of Thieves and Robbers; or from 
a Bacchus, the God of Intemperance and 
Drunkenneſs; or from a Yenus, the Patro- 
neſs of all manner of Uncleanneſs, and De- 
bauchery. 
The known Principles and the moſt ſacred 
Ceremonies and Myſteries in the idolatrous 
Worſhip of ſuch Deities, actually ſhewed 
what Encouragement was given to all manner 
of | 
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of Vice. They extinguiſhed all religious Prin- 
ciples of moral Virtue and Goodneſs, and gave 
additional Strength to Men's natural Inclina- 
tions, to Intemperance, Luſt, Fraud, Violence, 
and every kind of Unrighteouſneſs and De- 
bauchery *. | 
The + Phalli, and the + Mili, known re- 
ligious Rites in the Worfhip of Bacchus, O- 
ſiris, and Ceres, were ſuch obſcene Ceremo- 
nies, that Modeſty forbids to explain them. 
It may be ſufficient to mention the known 
Cuſtom of Virgins before Marriage, ſacrifi- 
cing their Chaſtity to the Honour of Venus, 
as a laſcivious Goddeſs, as the Hiſtorian ex- 
preſſes it ſſ, leſt ſhe alone ſhould appear laſcivi- 
ous. A Cuſtom, according to the Hiſtorian, 
which was eſpecially uſed in Cyprus, which was 
in the Neighbourhood of Canaan, 
Idolatry had introduced another moſt cruel 
Cuſtom of human Sacrifices : This prevailed 
among the Phenicians, the Tyrians, and the 
Carthaginians, a Tyrian Colony; on which 
inhuman Cuſtom the forementioned Hiſtorian 
2 C 4 makes 
* Cur non in promiſcuos appetitus effundat ſe homo & in- 
genita fragilitate præcipitatus, & magiſterio ſanctæ divinitatis 
adjutus. Arnobius, by. p. 175. 
MEg dn nit oh 
Pallas veins mandews virile. Schedius 4. Diis — 


manis, p. 130. 

1 Heraclides Syracuſius libro de vetuſtis & ſancitis 
moribus ſcribit apud Syracuſios in perfectis Thermopho- 
riis, ex ſeſamo & melle fingi pud muliebria, quæ per 
ludos & ſpectacula circum ferebantur, & in tota Sicilia voca- 
bantur Mylli. Natalis Comit. I. v. p. 491. Athenei Deip- 
noſ. I. xiv, p. m. 647. 

|| Ne ſola impudica videretur. 7uftin. I. xviii. c. 5. 
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makes this Remark, that they uſed a bloody 
and wicked Rite of Religion, as a Remedy. 
They offered Men for Sacrifices, and brought 
young Children to the Altars, at an Age that 
uſually moves the Compaſſion of an Enemy; 
and endeavoured to obtain the Favour of the 
Gods by the Blood of thoſe, for whoſe Lives 
Prayers were more generally uſed to be made 
to the Gods “. 1 : 
This cruel + Cuſtom, how inhuman ſoever, 
ſuch were the evil Effects of Idolatry, ſoon 
became almoſt univerſal ; and ſpread itſelf a- 
mong the Greeks, the Gauls, and the Ger- 
man Nations. | Wt bro i 
Among the Canaanites, it was a known 
Cuſtom to offer their Children to Moloch 
| likely the fame Idol with Adramelec, and 
Anameleck. Some learned Men have indeed 
been willing to believe, that paſſing thro the 
Fire to Moloch, might mean a ſort of Pu- 
rification, rather than actual burning them 
in the Fire; but beſides the Teſtimony of 
Hiſtorians in general to the Practice of other 
Nations, the Scriptures plainly mean con- 
ſuming them to death by Fire. So it is 
deſcribed by the Prophet Ezekiel, And haue 
cauſed their Sons, whom they bare unto 
me, to paſs through the Fire to mo, 
| ; them 
® Cruenta ſacrorum religione, & ſcelere pro remedio 1 
ſunt. Quippe homines, ut victimas immolabant, & impube- 
res quz ætas etiam hoſtium miſericordiam provocat, aris ad- {| 
movebant ; Pacem Deorum ſanguine eorum expoſcentes, pra 


gquorum vita, Dii ri maxime ſolent. 7u/tin. J. xviii. c. 6. 
f Schediu d Dis Germanis, p. 593. * 
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them. Did they“ cauſe them to paſs through 
the Fire, only 1 No them, and to pre- 


ſerve them alive? No, certainly; but to de- 
your or conſume them. The fame Prophet 
elſewhere determines this Meaning, Thou i. 21, 
haſt ſlain my Children, and delivered them 
ro cauſe them 10 paſs through the Fire. It 

is charged as an Act of Idolatry in Aba, 
that he cauſed his Son to paſs through: Kings 
the Fire, . to the — of *vi. 3. 
the Heathen. This is explained in another 
Place, that he burned his Children in the : Chron. 

Fire, after the Abomination of the Hea- i. 3. 
then. And it is expreſly ſaid of Adrame- 
leck, and Anameleck, the Idols of Sepher- , ging, 
vaim, that they burned their Children in xvii. 31. 
the Fire, to them. 

If we conſider the many other abominable 
mmoralities of the Canaanites, by which 
acy defiled themſelves, as they are enumerat - , ü. 
ed in the Prohibition of them to the Hebrew 
Nation, we may caſily perceive, that a Na- 
tion Which had defiled themſelves in ſo many 
and ſo great Abominations, did well deſerve 
an exemplary Puniſhment from the righteous 
Judge of the Earth; that it was wiſe as well 
as juſt, to ſhew in their Puniſhment that their 
Idols were not as they imagined and falſely 
believed, the Givers of long Life, Peace, and 
worldly Proſperity 3 but that the one true 
God was alone the ſupreme Diſpoſer of all 
the Bleſſings. of Providence; and that ag" 
9 Reland Difſert. viii. de vet, Ling. Perſar. voc. Adar. 
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of the Idol Gods, in whom they truſted, could 


ſave them out of his hand, or deliver them, 


when God ſhould viſit their Iniquities. 
May we not alſo perceive a kind Deſign, in 


giving ſome remarkable Inſtances of Provi- 


dence, for the Puniſhment of ſo groſs Im- 
moralities, the Effects of idolatrous Prin- 
ciples and Practice, and for the Encourage- 
ment of ſuch Acknowledgment and Wor- 
ſhip of the true God, as was the beſt Preſer- 
yative againſt theſe Abominations, by ſome 
obſervable Inſtances of particular Protection 


and Favour; to let ſuch Worſhippers of the 


true God know, that by keeping themſelves 


from thoſe Abominations, the natural and 


uſual Effects of Idolatry, they were to hope 


for the Continuance of ſuch particular Pro- 


tection and Fayour in all after- times: 

Hence it may appear, the Severity with 
which the Hebrew Hiſtory acquaints us, the 
Canaanites were puniſhed, and the Title 
whereby the Hebrews held their Land, whom 
God caſt out before them, were no ways 
inconſiſtent with the Juſtice or Wiſdom, or 
Goodneſs of God, as ſome have inſinuated. 
The Queſtion is really brought to this one 
Point, Whether ſuch abominable Immorali- 
ties, as followed naturally and univerſally 
from their idolatrous Principles and Forms 
of Worſhip, were not highly criminal, ſo 
criminal as to deſerve a Puniſhment? that it | 
became the Juſtice and Wiſdom of the Go- 
vernor of the World, to put ſome ſtop to 
them, 


them, to prevent them in ſome meaſure by 
forming and eſtabliſhing a Conſtitution in 
which the Knowlcdge and Worſhip of the 


one true God ſhould be preſerved in oppo- 


ſition to Idolatry, a perpetual Source of in- 
numerable Vices and Immoralities. Idola- 
try, you ſee then, appears in the natural 


Fruits of it, not only an Error of the Un- 


derſtanding, not at all a matter of harmleſs 
Speculation, but a Fountain of very dan- 
gerous Immoralities, which led Men natural- 
ly and cyen with the Encouragements of 
Religion, into Intemperance, Uncleanneſs, 
Murders, and many Vices, inconſiſtent with 
the Proſperity and Peace of Society, as well 
as with the Happineſs of private Perſons. 
When God ſhall puniſh ſuch Iniquities, he 
puniſhes Men for their Wickedneſs, not for 
their Errors. He puniſhes Men for ſuch 
Wickedneſs, as deſerves to be puniſh'd, what- 
ever pretended Principles or real Dictates of 
Conſcience it may proceed from. No Man 
ſure, can reaſonably account it Injuſtice in 
a Government to puniſh Sodomy, Beſtiality, 
or the frequent Murder of innocent Chil- 
dren, what pretences ſoever Men ſhould 
make to Conſcience or Religion, in vindica- 
tion of them. The moſt unnatural Sins were 
countenanced by the Myſteries of idolatrous 
Worſhip® ; the Uſe of that obſcene Cere- 
mony the Phalli, ow'd ;its Original to the 

Memory 


* Schzdius de Diis Germanis, 130, Clement. Alexand. 
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Memory of the Sin againſt Nature, and to 
the Hiſtory of a God hallowing it by his own 
Act. Can any Man reaſonably call ſuch a 
Reſtraint of Vice: Perſecution, when not to 


endeavour by all means to reſtrain it would 


argue a great Neglect, Weakneſs and Folly, 
in any Adminiſtration of Covernment what- 
ſoever. | 

If then a Puniſhment for ſo heinous Crimes 
and Immoralities will be juſt and wiſe in it- 
ſelf, which way can any Man find out to 
make it unjuſt or unwiſe in the ſupreme Go- 
vernor of the World ? How can it be unjuſt 
in him, to appoint ſuch Perſons as he ſhall 
think moſt fit, to execute ſuch righteous 
2 by his Commiſſion? The common 

ights of Nations, and any perſonal Claim 


of the Hebrews, are altogether out of this 


queſtion; the Hiſtory plainly ſhews, they 
made no perſonal or national Claim at all to 
the Land of Canaay; but that God caſt out 
the People before them, for all their Abo- 
minations ; that it was not their own Power, 
but the Hand of God, which brought them 
out of the Land of Egypt, and into the pro- 
miſed Land. So that the whole is conſidered 
as the immediate Act of God himſelf, for the 
proof of which the Hiſtory gives a long 
Series of Miracles, in Egypt, at the Red - Sea, 
for many Years in the Wilderneſs, at the 
taking of Jericho, and ſettling the Hebrew 
Nation in the Poſſeſſion of the promiſed 
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And here let us juſt obſerve, what will 
be ſhewn more fully hereafter, that this very 
way of puniſhing the Canaanites for their 
many great Abominations by the Hebrew 
Nation, to whom God gave the Poſſeſſion 
of their Land, has ſome peculiar Marks of 
Wiſdom ; which may ſhew it fit to be pre- 
ferred to many other ways ; ſuch as peſtilen- 


tial Diſtempers, Fire from Heaven, or a Flood, 


ways in which God had puniſhed the Wicked- 
neſs of the World in: former times. For 
this was a very fit means for the Cure, as 
well as the Puniſhment of Idolatry, to de- 
ſtroy the Root of theſe great Evils, as well 
as to execute righteous Judgment on thoſe 
who had committed them. This was a De- 
ſign every way worthy the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of God. Sure then, no ways in- 
conſiſtent with his Juſtice. The Protection of 
the Hebrew Nation, and the Favour of God 


to them as a peculiar People, was a viſible 


and ſtanding Confutation of Idolatry, it 
ſhewed, that Jehovah the one true God, 
the King of 1/7ae/, had himſelf an imme- 
diate hand in the ' Adminiſtration of parti- 
cular Providence; that he had not given it 
out of his own hands into the hands of 
any inferior Beings whomſoever, which Er- 
ror was the great Foundation of Idolatry. 
It further ſhewed the Power of Fehovah the 
true God, manifeſted in the Protection of his 


People, ſuperior to the Power of all the L 


dols of the Heathen; and that none _ 
| allc 
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falſe Gods they worſhipped could be cotii- | 
pared to Fehovah. 1 
This is a queſtion then not to be argued 3 


from the common Rights of Men, and Na- iſ 
tions; for no ſuch Rights, cither of Invaſion or i 


Conqueſt, are ſo much as pretended to in | 
the moſt diſtant manner. We ſee the only 


Point in queſtion, is, What are the Rights of 


God's ſupreme Authority? What is conſiſtent | 


with the Wiſdom of his Government, how | 
far he may puniſh the greateſt Immoralitics | 


with temporal Evils ? Ask the facred Hiſtory, | 
it will tell you, the Hebrews ſet up no | 
Title to the Land of Canaan, either civil or 
religious in their own Right; it only makes 


the Rights of the Sovereign of the World as 


extenſive as the Rights of the Chief Magiſ- 
trates in every Government are allow'd by 
the Laws of Nature and Nations to be over 
their own Subjects. The Scriptures on this 
queſtion only aſſert, that God gave a Com- 
miſſion to execute his Sentence, which was 
either a Forfeiture of Lands, or Life, for a 
long Commiſion of Crimes, that deſeryedly 
incurred a Forfeiture of both. | 

Whether the Hebrew Nation had really 


ſuch a Commiſſion from God, or no; whe- | 


ther they were truly directed by a divine O- 
racle ; whether ſuch Wonders were really 
wrought before their Eyes, and ſuch unque- 
ſtionable Inſtances of divine Favour and Pro- | 
tection in a long Series for many Years, as 
the Hebrew Hiſtory relates ? Theſe are all 

Queſtions 
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Queſtions of Fact. But in all ſuch Queſtions 
general and abſtract Reaſonings can have no 
place, where the Facts themſelves are natural- 
ly and morally poſſible, as every one may 
perceive they are in this caſe. If the ſupreme 
Governor of the World has a right to give 
ſuch Commiſſion, if it is not unjuſt to uſe 
the hands of Men, inſtead of a Plague or 
Fire from Heaven, to puniſh the Wickedneſs 
of Men, the only queſtion that can remain 
in ſuch a caſe is this, Whether in fact 
the Hebrew Nation did really receive ſuch a 
Commiſſion from Fehovah, or no? Thus 
far then the whole will reſt upon the Evi- 
dence of the Moſaic Revelation; and there 
I ſhall leave it, it not being the Deſign of 
this Diſſertation to enter into an Argument, 
in which many, as I apprehend, have already 
given ſo full Satisfaction. 


CHAP IE 
Plan of the HRE w Government. 


H NG premiſed the principal Views 
and Intentions of erecting the Hebrew 
Government, and of its civil Polity, we may 
procced to conſider the Government itſelf. 
The Hebrews were intended to be a Na- 
tion, which ſhould preſerve the Knowledge 
and Worſhip of the one true God, in oppo- 
fition to all Idolatry ; and therefore to be a 
252 diſtinct 
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diſtinct Kingdom, ſeparate from the idol& 
trous Nations every where about it. 

This was to be a Government formed for 


the Peace and Proſperity of the Subjects of | 


it, to have theſe Bleſſings ſecured by a par- 
ticular Protection of Fehovah their God and 
their King, they keeping to the Conſtitution 
of his Government, and in obedience to his 
Laws. It wasa Government deſign d to con- 
tinue for many hundred Years, the Scepter 


was not to depart from Fudab, nor a Lau- 


giver from between his Feet, till Shiloh came. 
They were to enjoy their Religion and their 
own Polity, till a better Conſtitution ſhould 
take place in the Kingdom of Meſſiah : 
This was then to be an Eſtabliſhment for a- 
bove fourteen hundred Years. 
The Wiſdom of this Policy, you perceive, 
is principally to be ſeen in two Proviſions : 
The firſt for the Preſervation of the Peace; 


. Proſperity, and Power of the Hebrews, as 


a diſtint Nation, from all Invaſions of fo- 


reign Nations, and from all Ambition of 


great Men, or popular Sedition among them- 
ſelves to deſtroy cither. The other was to 
provide for the Preſervation of the true Re- 


ligion, and to keep out Idolatry, that it 


might not infe& this People, as it had al- 
ready all the other Nations of the World. 


The wiſe Proviſion made for both theſe 4 


Ends will beſt appear by conſidering the true 


Form of this Government, as God appointed 


true 


f the HeBrEwWSs. 


true Plan of it, which muſt be carefully dif- 
tinguiſh'd from all Deviations from it, or 


the Kings, or the Macchabees ; ; ſo that what- 
ſocver may be found among any Conſtitutions, 

or in any Acts of the Adminiſtration in thoſe 
times, that may juſtly be blamed or cen- 
ſured, they are ſolely to bear the blame: An 
original Conſtitution, different from them, 
will be altogether free from it. 

Property is the natural Foundation of 


tural Foundation of every Government is 
laid in the Diſtribution of the Lands or Terri- 


of it. If the Prince is Proprietor of the 
Lands, as in ſome Eaſtern Governments, 
uch Prince will be abſolute; for all who 
old the Lands, holding them of the Prince, 
and injoying them at his Will and Pleaſure, are 
Wo ſubject to his Will, that they are in a condi- 
ion of Slaves, not of free Subjects. If the 
roperty is divided among a few Men, the reſt 
olding of them, and under them as Vaſſals, 
he Power and Authority of Government 
vill be in the hands of thoſe few Men, as a No- 
3 Wii), whatever Authority may be lodged in 
he hands of one or more Perſons, for the 
ce of Unity in Counſel and Action; bur if 
he Property be generally divided near equal- 
y among all the Members of the Society, 
he true Power and Authority of ſuch Go- 
ernment will naturally be in all the Mem- 
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Corruptions'of it, whether under the Judges, f 


Power, and ſo of Authority; hence the na- 


tory belonging to it, to the ſeveral Members 


33 


34 


Of the Civil Government 


bers of that Society, whatever Form of U- 
nion they may have, for the better Direction 
of the whole as a political Body. 


CHAP. IM. 


Of the Hz Brew Territory, and 


Diſtribution of it. 


'T HE Territory, in which this Government, 
of the Hebrew Nation was to be ſet- 


1 tled, lay as it were between the great Em- 


F xtent 
' the wy 
brew Ter- 


410ory, 


raelites, who were to be ſettled in it. 


pires of Egypt, Aſſyria, and Babylon; though 


more immediately bounded by ſome ſmaller 
Nations in Hyria and Arabia, of leſs Power 
and Extent of Dominion. 

The Extent of this Country, and its Con- 
tents in Acres, have been very differently 
deſcribed by Authors. I would avoid all 
geographical Niceties concerning the Situa- 
tion of Places, mentioned in the more an- 
cient Hiſtory, as of little uſe; yet it will be 
neceſſary, I think, to give a general Account 
of the Extent of the Hebrew Territory, to 
obviate an Error which has miſ-led ſome ac- 
curate Authors into a Miſtake of great Con- 
ſequence. Hecatæus in Foſephus *, makes 
the Territory of Judæa to contain only three 
Millions of Acres, which ſeems a ſmall Pr 
viſion of Land for the whole Number of 7 
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— Upon this Computation Mr. Harrington* 


obſerves, © The Land of Canaan would 
* haye afforded to this Commonwealth a 
« Root or Balance, conſiſting of three 
e Millions of Acres; which, reckoning the 
e whole People in the twelve Tribes at fix 
* hundred and two thouſand (which is more 
* than in the latter Poll they came to) would 
te have afforded unto every Man four Acres, 
« with a handſome Remainder, for the Prin- 
* ces of Tribes, Heads of Families, Levitical 
“Cities, and other publick Uſes; four Acres 
eto a Man, he obſerves, may ſeem but a 
te {mall Lot; but to leſſen the Difficulty, he 
adds, yet the Roman People under Ro- 
te nul us, and long after, had but two.” But 
I think this Difficulty will be much better 
anſwer d by obſerving, that Hecatæus, who 
lived under Prolemy Lagus, firſt King of E- 
Opt, on the Diviſion of Alexander's Empire, 
among his Captains, very likely gave an ac- 
count of that part of Judæa only, which the 
Jeus inhabited at that time by Allowance 
of Alexander Generals, and the King of 
Egypt; and when ten of the Tribes were 
loſt in Captivity, and many of the Fews 
were ſettled in other Places, and when the 
Samaritans were actually ſsd of a great 


Portion of the ancient Hebrew Inheritance. 


However it be, this Computation of Heca- 

tæus, which ſo many learned Men have fol- 

low'd, cannot be a true Account of the Ter. 

| D 2 ritory, 
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ritory, which Moſes directed to be divided 
among the twelve Tribes. | 
For the general Bounds of this Territory 
are fixed to be, from Mount Lebanon on the 
North to the Mountains of Sczr and Sin, 
or part of Arabia Petræa on the South; 
and from the Mediterranean Sea Weſtward, 
to the Mountains of Abarim, and the Deſart 
of Arabia, on the Eaſt. If you conſult the 
beſt Maps of Spanheim, Cellarius, and Re- 
land, you will find, that this Country is ſi- 
tuate from about 31 to 34 Degrees North 
Latitude. Cellarius in particular makes 
Mount Scir and Bozra, not quite $13 and 
Mount Lebanon and Sidon, above 34. 
And this Account is confirmed by known 
meaſured Diſtances of Places. The meaſured 
* Diſtance from Dan to Beerſheba, both 


Which were within their reſpective Bounds 


North and South, is one hundred and fixty 
Miles; to this, if you add the Diſtance from 
Dan to Mount Lebanon, and from Beer- 


2 may well be reckon d at two hundred 
. 3 

As to the Breadth Eaſt and Weſt, tho it 
was unequal in feyeral Places, yet + Han- 
heim places Rhinocolura at 52 Degrees, 30 
Minutes, Longitude; and the Borders of A. 
rabia the Deſart at 56 Degrees, 20 Minutes ; 

| and 
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and many conſiderable Places ſhort of the 
Deſart, are in 56, as Philadelphia, Pilla, 
Mount Gilead, and even Damaſcus. To 
take the Diſtance from Foppa to Arabia, 


which was a middle Diſtance between the 


ſhorteſt and the longeſt, and ſo may ſerve 


for a common Meaſure ; Foppe is reckon'd 


53 Degrees 34 Minutes, and the Borders of 
Arabia 56 Degrees 20 Minutes, or about 3 
Degrees of Longitude, which, at that Lati- 
tude, will be at about fifty Miles to a Degree; 
in the whole, one hundred and fifty Miles: 
If we further compute this Diſtance by actual 
Meaſure*, from Zoppa to Jordan, was lixty- 
five Miles; from Jordan to Philadelphia, 
forty-five; in the whole, one hundred and 
ten: If to this we add the Diſtance from 
Philadelphia to the Deſart, twenty or twenty 
five Miles, it will be one hundred and thirty, 


or one hundred and thirty-five Miles from 


Eaſt to Weſt. 

And it is to be obſervd, that the Moun- 
tains were themſelves included within the 
Bounds, as well as ſome Spaces beyond them, 
eſpecially to the Eaſt and South, in ſo much 
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Eaſtern Boundary of the promisd Land ; 
however it is plain, the Hebreus had the 
Privilege of Common in the Deſart of A. 
rabia, and ſent their Cattle to feed there, 
which, however deſart in the general, had yet 
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tainous Parts abounded in Honey of an ex- 


at two hundred Miles by one hundred and 
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many ſpots of good Ground interſpers'd a- 
mong the more barren parts. 


The Mountains themſelves were a pro- 
fitable Poſſeſſion, affording Timber in plenty, 


ciently ſhew. Lebanon was even fa- 
mous for its Wines, and the other moun- 


cellent kind; and fed great Numbers of 
Goats and Kids. 

Here are three Compurations of the Con- 
tents of the Hebrew Territory ; the largeſt 


fifty, which is no ways unreaſonable, includ- 
ing the Boundaries. The middle, which 
reckons one hundred and eighty Miles, by 
one hundred and thirty, is certainly not an 
over-reckoning, adding the Ground from the 
Cities to the Boundaries, to the mcaſured 
Diſtance between City and City. The leaſt 
Computation, by the meaſured Diſtances 
from one City to another is certainly too 
little, as it plainly leaves out a very conſt- 
derable and profitable Part of the Territory; 
and yet this Computation is one hundred 
and ſixty Miles, by one hundred and ten. , 

The loweſt of theſe Computations then 
will contain eleven millions two hundred 
and ſixty-four thouſand Acres. The mean 
Computation fourteen millions nine hun- 
dred and ſeventy-ſix thouſand Acres; and 
the largeſt will contain nineteen millions and 
two hundred thouſand Acres. 
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The very loweſt Calculation would have 
allow'd a Diviſion of ſixteen Acres and a half 
to cach of the ſix hundred thouſand He- 


brews, for their perſonal Property; and a 


Remainder of one million two hundred and 
ſixty-four thouſand Acres for the Levitical 
Cities, the Princes of Tribes, the Heads of Fa- 
milies, or other publick Uſes, which is above 
four times as much as the common Calcula- 
tion from Hecatæus. 

According to the mean Computation, the 
Contents in Acres will be fourteen millions 
nine hundred and ſeventy- ſix thouſand. This 
Quantity of Land will divide to ſix hundred 
thouſand Men, above twenty-one Acrcs and 
an half in Property, with a Remainder of one 
million nine hundred and ſeventy- ſix thou- 
ſand Acres for the aforeſaid publick Uſes; a- 
bove ſive times as much as the common 
Computation from Hecatæus. In the lar- 
geſt Calculation, the Contents in Acres will 


be nineteen millions and two hundred thou- 


ſand ; which will divide to each Man twenty- 
five Acres in Property, and will leave four 
millions of Acres for publick Uſes, which is 
above ſix times as much as ZHecateus com- 
putes in his Reckoning of three millions of 
Acres. I hope, it will not be thought im- 
pertinent to the Subject, to be ſo particular, 
in ſetting right a Miſtake attended with conſi- 
derable Difficulties, as if the Land of Promiſe 
could never maintain ſo great Numbers as 
were to live upon it; and becauſe the Miſ- 
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take itſelf had obtain d, chiefly it ſhoujd ſcem 
by the Authority of Hecat eus, to miſlead 
many, and ſome very diſcerning and _ 
ous Writers on this Subject. | 

.You ſec, according to unqueſtionable ac- 
counts from actual Meaſure, and the De- 
grees of Latitude and Longitude, in which 
it is ſituated, the Territory aſſigned to the 
Hebrews for their Habitation, was not ſo 
ſtrait and narrow as generally repreſented; 
from which ſome have inferr d, ſo great a 
Number of People could not have found 
the bare Neceſſaries of Life in it, at lcaſt that 
all muſt have lived in a very low and almoſt 
beggarly Condition, Whereas it appears in 
fact, there was a Proviſion of Land for each 
Man i in Property, upon every one of the Cal- 
culations, ſufficient for a plentiful and decent 
Maintenance with Induſtry, good Husbandry, 
and Frugality, which the Conſtitution itſelf 
made faſhionable and honourable, tho' by it 
none could have ſuch Eſtates as to indulge 
themſelves or encourage others in Idleneſs 
or Luxury; for a Proviſion of above ſixteen, 
or twenty-one or twenty-five Acres of Land 
in Property to each Perſon, would enable 
them with all the Advantages of that Coun- 
try and Climate, to live as well as Men can 
do in ours upon an Eſtate of forty, fifty, or 
ſixty Pounds a Year, of their own. 

Thus here was a Proviſion made for a 
Militia of ſix hundred thouſand Men for 
tac Defence of the Country, ro maintain 


the 
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the Hebrew Government in peace and fafe- 
ty ; and here was a Proviſion for a general 
National Plenty and National Virtue, the 
Conſtitution recommending Induſtry, Huſ- 
bandry, and Frugality, as prudent and ho- 
nourable, when every Man's Circumſtances 
naturally repreſented them ſo, to every wiſe 
Man's Obſervation. And here was further 
a Proviſion to leave this Property and Li- 
berty with great Security to their Families, 
and Poſterity, free from forcign or domeſtick 
Oppreſſion. 

To make this Foundation of the Hebreu 
Government ſolid and laſting, the Wiſdom 
of Fehovah their Lawgiver declared, as two 
eſſential Laws of the Conſtitution, that the 
Territory ſhould be equally divided. So that 
the whole fix hundred thouſand ſhould each 
have a full Property, in an equal Part of it; 
and that every Man ſhould hold his Eftate 
as a Free-hold in chief, immediately from 
God himſelf, as of his Crown, without any 
other Tenure of Service or Vaſlalage to any 
great Men whatſoever, as intermediate Lords; 
and thar this Tenure ſhould be unalienable, 
or that theſe Eſtates thus originally ſettled 
ſhould never after be alienated from the Fa- 
mily, but were to deſcend- by an indefeaſible 
Entail in e Succeſſion, 
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CHAP. IV. 


Diſtribution of the whole Territory © 


into equal Parts. 


HE Diviſion of the Land was ordered to 

be made with great exactneſs, under the 

Care and Direction of the High-Prieft, the 
Judge, and one of the Princes of each Tribe. 


Numbers And the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, 
xxxiv. 16, hefe are the Names of the Men which 


17, 18, 


ſhall divide the Land unte you, Eleazer 
the Prieſt, and Joſhua the Son of Nun; 


and ye ſhall take one Prince of every Tribe 
to divide the Land by Inheritance. The 
manner of this Diviſion is expreſsd in ano- 


Numbers ther Law. And ye ſhall divide the Land 


XXX111 


1 by Lot, for an Inheritance among your Fa- 
milies ; and to the more, ye ſhall give the 


more Inheritance; and to the fewer, ye ſhall 
— the leſs Inheritance : every Man's In- 
eritance ſhall be in the place where his Lot 
falleth, according to the Tribes of your Fax 
thers, ye ſhall inherit. 
This Diviſion was accordingly made by 
Zoſhua, who, after Gad, Reuben, and the 
half Tribe of Manaſſeh, had received the 
Lot of their Inheritance beyond Jordan, to 
the Eaſtern Boundaries; and when they, who 
had been ſent out on purpoſe to deſcribe the 
Land, had deſcribed it by Cities, and were 
| returned 
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returned with the Deſcription in a Book to 


FJoſbua, Foſhua caſt Lots for them in Shiloh, Joh.xviii. 


before the Lord; and there Foſbua divided '* 
the Land unto the Children of Iſrael, accord- 
ing to their Diviſions, that is, to the Tribes 
who had not yet received "their Diviſion, 
Eaſtward of Jordan, 

Vou ſee this Diviſion of the Land by Lot, 
was to the ſeveral Tribes according to their 
Families; ſo that in this Diviſion, every Tribe 
and every Family received their Lot and Share 
by themſelves, diſtinct from all the other 
Tribes. Thus each of the Tribes remain'd 
by the Conſtitution a diſtinct Province, in 
which all the Free-holders were not only 1/- 
raelites, but of the ſame Tribe, or the De- 
ſcendants of the ſame Patriarch of Reuben, or 
of Fudah, &c. And the ſeveral Families were 
placed together in the ſame Neighbourhood, 
receiving their Inheritance in the ſame Partor 
Sub-diviſion of the Tribe; or each Tribe may 
be ſaid to live together in one and the ſame 
County, and each Family in one and the 
ſame Hundred: fo that every Neighbourhood 
were Relations to each other, and of the 
ſame Families, as well as Inhabitants of the 
ſame Place. Nor was it permitted for an E- 
ſtate in one Tribe, to become the Property 
of any Perſon belonging to another Tribe, 
though by the Marriage of an Heireſs; for 
it was provided by an expreſs Law, in the 
Caſe of the Daughters and Coheireſſes of 


Zelophehad, Let them * to whom they awry 


like 
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like beſt, only to the Family of the Tribe of 
their Father ſtall they marry : fo ſhall not 
the Inheritance of the Children of 1ſrael re- 
move from Tribe to Tribe : for every one 
of the Children of Iſrael ſball keep him- 
e to the Inheritance of the Tribe of his 
Fathers. | 

The manner in which the Territory was 
divided by Lot, is very juſtly deſcribed, I 
think, by an ingenious Author. It were 
* abſurd to think, that this Lot determined 
of Proportions; for ſo a mean Man might 
have come to have been richer than the 
Prince of his Tribe: but the Proportions 
* allotted unto Tribes being ſtated, though 
at firſt but by gueſs, and enter d into the 
Lot-Book of the Surveyors, (who, faith 
Zoſephus, were moſt expert in Geometry) 
the Princes came firſt unto the Urns, 
whereof the one contain'd the Names of 
the Tribes that were to draw, the other the 
Names of thoſe Parcels of Land, that were 
eto be drawn firſt unto a whole Tribe: 
* Thus the Name of a Tribe, for example 
Benjamin, being drawn out of one Urn, 
unto that Name a Parcel was drawn. out 
of the other Urn, for example, the Coun- 
try lying between Fericho and Bethleem: 
This being done, and the Prince of the 
Tribe having choſen in what Placg/. he 
* would take his agreed Proportion, whe- 
ec ther of fourtecn thouſand Acres, or the 
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* like”: (For our Author luppoes the Heads 
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of Families and Princes of Tribes had a 
greater Proportion of Land aſſigned to them, 
on account of their Quality and Power in 
the Tribes :) Then the reſt of the Country 
* was ſubdivided in the Lot- Books, accord- 
ing to the Number of Families in the 
© Tribe of this Prince, and the Parcels ſub- 
* divided being caſt into one Urn, the 
« Names of the Patriarchs into the other, 
* the ſame Tribe came again by Families. 
“ Thus every Patriarch making choice in 
* what one part of this Lot he would take 
* his agreed proportion, whether of four 
* thouſand Acres, or the like; the Remain- 
* dcr was again ſubdivided, according to the 
* Number of Names in his Family: If they 
* were more than the Parcel would furniſh, at 
* fourAcres a Man;” (which was the Propor- 
tion according to the *Eſtimate of Hecatæus, 
which our Author follows; but ſhould have 
been ona truer Calculation ſixteen, or twenty- 
one, or twenty- five Acres for each Man;) “then 
* wasthatDefetamended by Additions of the 
e next Parcel, and if they were fewer, then 
* the Overplus was caſt over unto the next 
Parcel. Thus the Inheritance of the Chil- 
** dren of Simeon was taken out of the Por- 
* tion of the Children of Judah, for the 
Part of the Children of Judah was too 


45 


e much for them; therefore the Children Joſ. xix. 9. 


« of Simeon had their Inheritance within 
the Inheritance of them.“ he 
Harrington Commonwealth of Jracl, c. 11. $. 12. 
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cafy account of the manner of this Lot; 
which has been pretended by ſome Perſons 
who love Objections, to be attended with ſo 
many Difficulties, as to appear impracticable. 
All who have any notion of the manner of 
drawing our late Lotteries, the Numbers out 
of one Wheel, the Blanks and Prizes out of 
another, will ſee this Diviſion by Lot thus 
explained, to be not only a thing practicable, 
but very eaſy and exact. Every Tribe and e- 
very Family being thus ſettled in their Inhe- 
ritances, became Local without Remove 
each was to continue, and their Poſterity after 
them; on the ſame Eftate, which originally 
fell to them for their Inheritance. 

TheEflates In order to preſerve as near as poſlible the 
fot — ſame Balance, not only between the Tribes, 
enable. but between the Heads of Families, and the 
Familics of the ſame Tribes, it was further 
provided, that every Man's Pofleſſion ſhould 
be unalienable. 2250 
Deut. xv. The Wiſdom of this Conſtitution had 
1, 2, 12. provided for 4 Releaſe of all Debts and 
Servitudes every ſeventh Year, that the He- 
brew Nation might not moulder away from 

ſo great a Number of free Subjects, and be 

loſt to the Publick in the Condition of Slaves. 

It was morcoyer provided, by the Law of Ju- Wl | 

bilee, which was every fiftjeth Vear, that 

then all Lands ſhould be reſtor d, and the E- 

ſtate of every Family, being diſcharged from 

all Incumbrances, ſhould return to the Fa- 

mily again, For this there was an 1 

| W. 
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Law. 7e Pall ballow the fiftieth Tear, Lor. a. 


and proclaim Liberty throughout all the 
Land, unto all the Inhabitants thereof : 
It ſhall be a Fubilee unto you, and ye ſhall 
return every Man to his Po of Mon, pr ye 
ſtall return every Man unto his Family. It 
is further — And the Land hall not 
be ſold for ever; or, as in the Margin, to 
be quite cut off or alienated from the Fa- 
mily; for the Land is mine, for ye are 23. 
Strangers and Sojourners with me. 

By this Agrarian Law of the Hebrews, 
all Eſtates were to be kept in the ſame Fa- 
milies, as well as the ſame Tribes to which 
they originally belonged at the firſt Diviſion 
of the Land by Joſbua; ſo that how often 
ſoever a Man's Eſtate had been ſold or alie- 
nated from one Jubilee to another, or how 
many Hands ſoever it had paſſed through, 
yet in fifty Years every Eſtate muſt return 
to the Heirs of the Perſons who were firſt 
poſſeſſed of it. 

It was at firſt an excellent Conſtitution, 
conſidering the Deſign of this Government, 
to make ſo equal a Diviſion of the Land a- 
mong the whole Hebrew Nation, according 
to the Poll; it made Proviſion for ſettling 
and maintaining a numerous and a brave 
Militia of fix hundred thouſand Men, which 
if their Force was rightly directed and uſed, 
would be a ſufficient Defence not only a- 
gainſt any Attempts of their leſs powerful 
Ncighbours, to deprive them of _—_ 
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berty or Religion, but conſidering moreovet 
the natural Security of their Country into 
which no Inroads could be made but through 
very difficult Paſſes: It was a Force ſufficient 
to defend them againſt the more powerful 
Empires of Egypt, Afſyria, or Babylon. + 
The Wiſdom of this Conſtitution is yet 
further obſervable, as it provided againſt 
all ambitious Deſigns. of private Perſons, or 
Perſons in Authority, againſt the publick Li- 
berty; for no Perſon in any of the Tribes, 
or throughout the whole Hebrew Nation, 
had ſuch Eſtates and Poſſeſſions, orʒwere al- 
low'd by the Conſtitution to procure them, 
that could give any hopes of Succeſs in op- 
preſſing their Brethren and Fellow- Subjects. 
They had no Riches to bribe indigent Per- 
ſons to aſſiſt them, nor could there at any 
time be any conſiderable Number of indi- 


gent Perſons to be corrupted. They could 


have no power to force their Fellow-Sub- 
jets into a tame Submiſſion ta any of their 
ambitious Views. The Power in the hands 
of ſo many Frecholders in each Tribe, was 
ſo unſpeakably ſuperior to any Powerin the 
hands of one or of a few Men, that it is im- 
ſſible to conceive how any ſuch ambitious 
Deſigns ſhould ſucceed, if any Perſons 
ſhould have been found ſo weak as to attempt 
them. GT 
Beſides this equal and moderate Proviſion 
for every Perſon, wiſely cut off the means of 
— | cxample. 
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Example. It almoſt neceſſarily put the whole 
Hebrew Nation upon Induſtry and Frugality, 
and yet gave to every one ſuch a Property, 
with ſuch an eaſy ſtate of Liberty, that they 
had ſufficient reaſon to eſteem and value them, 
and endeavour to preſerve and maintain 
them. 
lt may not be improper to take notice 
here, of an Obſervation of Lord Bacon, to 
ſhew the political Wiſdom of this Part of the 
Hebrew Conſtitution. He is obſerving the 
Wiſdom of the Law, which required © "that 
* all Houſes of Husbandry, that were uſed 
with twenty Acres of Ground, or upwards, 
* ſhould 'be maintain'd and kept up for ever; 
together with a competent Proportion of 
Land, to be uſed and occupied with them; 
and in no wiſe to be ſeparted from them.“ 
15 theſe means, he obſerves, '© the Houſes 
being kept up, did of neceſſity enforce a 
* Dwellcr, and the Proportion of Land for 
Occupation being kept up, did of neceſlity 
« enforce that Deller, not to be a Beggar or 
* Cottager, but a Man of ſome Subſtance. 
* This, he procecds, did wonderfully con- 
* eern the M ight and Manhood of the King- 
* dom, to have Farms as it were of a Stan- 
dard ſufficient to maintain an able Body 
out of Penury; and did in effect amortize 
a great part of the Lands of the Kingdom 
unto the Hold and Occupation of the Veo: 
manry or middle People, of a, condition 
between Gentlemen and Cottagers, or 
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“ Peafants.—Thus did the King ſow Hydra's. 


© Teeth, he concludes, whereupon, (accord- 


“ing to the Poet's Fiction) ſhould riſe up 
« armed Men for the Service of the King- 


© gam®.! 


How much does this Obſeryation of one 
of the wiſeſt and moſt able Politicians re- 
commend the Conſtitutions of the Hebrew 
Government to us, as they made ſuch Pro- 
viſion not only for a numerous Soldiery, 
but of ſuch Perſons alſo who were likely to 


make a good Soldicry; of Men bred up nei- 


ther in a ſervile nor indigent Condition, but 
in a free and ſufficiently plentiful Condition; 
not of Perſons who had nothing of their own 
to loſe, but of Perſons who had both a va- 


| luable Property and Liberty to defend. 


When a good Conſtitution is once well 
ſettled, it is a next point of Wiſdom to pro- 
vide, that it may be preſerved in After-times. 
The Agrarian, or Law of Jubilee, was ſuch a 
wiſe Proviſion, to perpetuate this Diviſion 
of Lands and Eſtates, and thereby to con- 
tinue the Hebrew Nation, a numerous and 
a powerful People. | 

This was of very great importance to the 


Deſign, for which this Government was form- 


ed. It was intended to remain a diſtin 
Nation, ſeparate from all other Nations of 
the Earth for many hundred Yearsz from the 


giving of the Law on Mount Sinai, and 


their Poſſeſſion of the promiſed Land, till 
Lord Bacon Hiſt, Hen. VII. p. 73. 
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the coming of Shiloh, and the Kingdom of 
the Meſſiah: For it was as a ſeparate Nation, 
they were to preſerve the true Religion in 


the Knowledge and Worſhip of the one true 
God, from the Corruption of that prevail- 


ing 1dolatry, which had almoſt deſtroyed . 


both from off the face of the whole Earth. 

The Country of the Hebrews had indeed 
a good natural Defence, being bounded c- 
very way, either by Mountains and diffcult 
Paſſes, or by the Sea. Vet a very ſtrong 
Barrier requires a Militia to defend it, on 
occaſion 3 which onght to be ſufficient for 
Number and in due Readineſs; to oppoſe any 
Inroads or Invaſion of an Enemy. 

The Neighbours of the Hebrew N ation, 
the Egyptians, Aſſyrians, and, Babylonians; 
were vety great an — Empires. The 
Hebrew Conſtitution had provided no ſtand- 
ing Army for a national Defence, but had 
rather made it impracticable; yet the whole 
Nation being obliged to appear in Arnis 
when legally ſummoned, the whole Nation 
was as a ſtanding Army. And if the He- 
brews had preſerved the original Conſtitu- 
tion, or the Moſuical, they would always 
have had an Army of ncar ſix hundred thou- 
fand Men in readineſs, for defence of their 
Country at all times. - This military Service, 
by which the Hebrews held their Land; is of 
ſuch conſequence to the right Underſtanding 
of the Conſtitution, that it will deſerve a 
particular Attention. 
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The Exceptions, allow'd by the military 
Laws, of Perſons excuſed from Attendance 
on the Army, neceſſarily ſuppoſe the Obli- 
gations of all other Perſons to attend the 
military Service. The Officers were to ſpeak 
to the People, ſaying, What Man is there 
that hath built a new Houſe, and hath 
not dedicated it; let him go and return to 
his Houſe, leſt: he die in the Battle, and 
another Man dedicate it. And what Man 
is he that hath planted. a Vineyard, and 
hath not yet eaten of it, let him alſo go 
and return to his Houſe, leſt he die in the 
Battle, and another Man eat of it. And 
what Man is there that -hath betrothed 4 
Wife, and hath not taken her, let him 


go and return unto his Houſe, leſt he die 


in Battle and another Man tak? her. This 
Expreſſion, let him go and return to his 


Houſe, plainly ſhews, that though ſome Per 


ſons were to be diſpenſed with, as to their 
Attendance on the Army for the Service of 
War, yet they were to appear at the general 
Muſter, and to be excuſed there by the 


proper Officers; and that they could noi 


Deuter. One Year only. When a Man hath taken « 


XXIiv. 5. 


excuſe themſelves or their Abſence from the 


Muſter on any Plea, how true ſoever it was, 
or however good in Law it might be in it 
Af. vioiiic #13 Vi 

- The Diſpenſations directed to be given by 
the Law on theſe occaſions, was to be for 


new Wife, he ſhall not go out to War: 
411 | 1 neithe 
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neither ſhall he be charged with any \Buſmeſs, 

but he ſhall be free at home one Tear. The 
Officers are indeed further directed to ſpeak 

unto the People, and to ſay, What Man is Dent. xx. 
there that is fearful and faint-hearted, * 
let him go and return to his Houſe, leſt 
his Brethren's Heart fail as well as his 
own Heart. This political Wiſdom, to diſ- 
miſs. Cowards before an Engagement, leſt 
the Army ſhould be ſeized with Fear, no ways 
excuſed their actual Attendance in the Camp; 
and we find that even when they were diſ- 
miſs d from the Camp, they were not ex- 
cuſcd all Service. They were ſtill to af- 
ſiſt the Army, by ſupplying the Camp with 
Water, Proviſion and Neceſſaries, by making 
or mending Roads, and by ſuch like Servi- 
ces, as à learned '* Author obſerves from 
Maimonides. 

What great ſtreſs does Moſes lay on the 
important Obligation of uniting the whole 
military Power of the Nation, for their Set- 
tlement? there is as great reaſon, to lay the 
ſame ſtreſs upon it for their Security and 
Defence afterwards. 

When the Tribes of Reuben and Cad de- 
fired their Settlement on the Eaſt of Jordan, 
Moſes ſaid unto them, Shall your Brethren Numbers 
go to War, and all ye fit here? Moſes i. 6. 
charges it upon them as a moſt heinous Of- 

E 3 fence, \ 
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Qui a caſtris revertuntur, ſubminiſtrant aquas, & ali- 
menta fratribus ſuis, qui ſunt in expeditione, ac emendant 
vias. Schickard Jus Reg. Heb. c. v. xvii. p. M. 125. 
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fence, if they had any intention, as "they 
ſeemed to have, to ſeparate their Proportion, 

or Quota of Troops, from the other Tribes, 
and thereby diſunite and weaken the Army 
of Iſrael. If the Tribes were permitted to 
take care of themſelvcs, and their own pri- 
vate Intereſts only, without juſt Regard for 
the Publick Good of the whole Nation, by 
aſſiſting it with all their Forces united, the 
very Being of the Government and Nation 
would be always expoſed to great danger. 
Moſes therefore further reaſons with the 
Tribes of Reuben, and Gad, Behold ye are 
riſen up in your Father's ſtead, or imitate 
thoſe who being ſent to diſcover the Land, 
ſo greatly diſhcartened the Iſtaelites, that 


they were near reſolving not to go into the 


Land which Jehovah had given them; but 
as the Anger of Fehovah was kindled againſt 
them, ſo it muſt be expected it will be Kind 
led againſt thoſe, who, in imitating them, 
arc an Increaſe of evil doers, to augment yet 
3 Anger of Fehovah towards If 
rae 

The Tribes were nk ble, of ſo juſt and 
reaſonable Expoſtulation. They came to 
Moſes and promiſed, that they would only 
ſettle their Children and their Flocks, but 
that they themſelves would go ready armed 
before the Children of Iſrael, till (ſay they) 
we have brought them to their Place. lie 
2 not return to our Houſes, until the 
Chi; dren of n have inhabited 7 
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Man his Inheritance. To this Promiſe 


Moſes replies, If ye will do this thing, If Numb. 


ye will go armed before Fehovah to War, 
and will go all of you armed before Feho- 
vah, until he hath driven out all his E- 
nemies before him, and the Land be ſub- 
dued before Fehovah ; then afterwards ye 
ſhall return, and be 1 before 'Feho- 
vah: but if ye will not do ſo, behold ye 
have ſinned againſt the Lord, and be ſure 
your Sin will find you out. 

That the Union of the whole Force of any 
State, is neceſſary to its Being, Preſervation, 
and Eſtabliſhment, every one is ready to 
grant; becauſe it is too plain for any to deny. 
The Wiſdom of ſuch Conſtitutions, as are 
neceſſary to keep the Force of a State ſo 
united, muſt be then unqueſtionable alſo, 
and of as great concern to every Govern- 
ment, as its Preſervation in any good ſtate of 
Peace, Liberty and Proſperity; and this will 
ſufficiently juſtify any Laws againſt Deſertion, 
that are neceſſary to prevent ſuch an Evil, 
how ſevere ſoever the Execution of them may 
appear in ſome Inſtances, which yet have been 
repreſented as too ſevere by far for Conſtitu- 
tions of divine Original. If there are any 
Perſons who really think ſo, if any honeſt 
Perſons are ſtumbled at it in the Hebrew 
Hiſtory and Government, ſure they have ne- 
ver conſidered that Deſertion has ever been 
moſt reaſonably judged a capital Crime, in 
all Nations and Conſtitutions in the World, 
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that Lenity in ſuch caſes would be found 


great Cruclty in the end; for it would 


tacrifice the Safety as well as Liberties of 
a whole Nation, to the Impunity of a few 


very great Offenders. Such Offences againſt 


a Government arc never to be excuſed or 
paſſed over with an caſy Puniſhment, when 
it ſo manifeſtly endangers the Weifare and 
Being of the whole; and therefore all ſuch 
Objcctions (we ſhall fee more particularly 
hercafter) are founded only on Ignorance, 
or wilful Error: They are ſo far from prov- 
ing any want of Equity or Wiſdom in ſuch 
Conſtitutions, that they only prove the Ob- 
jectors are incapable judges of _ or un- 
fair judges of both. 

The whole Force of the Hebrew Nation 
ſeems to have been well kept together, dur- 
ing the Aſtminiſtration of Moſes and Foſbua, 
Then the Hebrew Arms prevailed every 
where; but when the Tribes began to be 
ſettled, they fell to their Husbandry, were 
ſo intent on their own private Affairs, that 


they greatly neglected many of the Conſtitu- 


tions ſor the Publick Good. They neglected 


to poſſeſs themſelvcs of the whole Land of 


Promiſe, they left many of the Canaanites 
to remain in it; and they ſeverally defended 
themſelves, v hen attack d by their Neighbour 
Enemies in ſeparate Partics, as if they had 
been ſo many ſepatate diſtin Governments, 
rather than twelve united Provinces in the 


„ * 1 one 
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one Kingdom of Fehovah'; as you fee mani- 


feſtly in the Hiſtory of _ Iudges ii. 
c 


They were warned of thet Miſcarriages by. * 
an Angel. It ſomewhat affected them for 
the preſent 3 ſo that when the Angel of the 
Lord ſpake theſe Words unto all the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael, the People lift up their, 
voice, and wept. Yet it did not reform 
their After: conduct; for they returned and 
corrupted themſelves more than their Fa- 
thers ; and they ceaſed not from their own, 
Doings, nor fo their ſtubborn May. 

Therefore the following Hiſtory of the 


Judges was juſt what might have been ex- 


pected 3 the Power of the remaining Ca- 
naanitex, occaſional Judges rais d by Parties to 
deliver them, as they were eppreſled ſeveral- 
ly in their Tribes, the ſmall undiſciplin'd 
Armies ſet on foot for their Defence, were 
the natural Effects of their Neglect in keep- 
ing up to the Conſtitutions of their Govern- 
ment. In an Hiſtory of ſo great Confuſion, 
we cannot hope to meet with an Adminiſtra- 
tion after the original Plan, laid down by 
Moſes; nor therefore to learn from Inſtan- 
ces in that Hiſtory, the Form of regulating 
the Hebrew Militia in times of Peace, or 
how an Army was rais d, and ready to march 
for the publick Defence, when the People, 
who were to compole ſuch Armies, were 
ſettled in their ſeveral Poſſeſſions. Vet we 
have manifeſt Footſteps of a wiſe Conſtitu- 
tion for kceping up a conſtant Force of 
„ twenty- 
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twenty-four thouſand Men, ready to make an 
immediate ſtand aginſt any ſudden Attempt; 


and which, as appears from that Conſtitution, 


might be reinforced very caſily by greatet 
Numbers, as any occaſiaon ſhould be conſi- 
derable enough to call for it. e 
In the times of David we find, that twenty- 
four thouſand Men attended in their Courſes 


every Month. This Number conſiſted likely 


1 Chron. 
xxvii. 1. 


of two thouſand of cach Tribe. Now the 
Children of Iſrael after their Number, ta 


wit, the chief Fathers and Captgins of 


thouſands, and hundreds, and their Officers, 
that ſerved the King in any matter of the 
Courſes which came in and went out Month 
by Month, throughout all the Months in 


the Tear of every Courſe, were twenty and 


faur thouſand, 
Such a Rotation. made the Military Ser- 


vice very eaſy to the whole Nation, which | 


was ſo neceſſary to the Safety of the whole. 


Twenty-four thouſand a Month, out of fix 


hundred thouſand ſubject to Military Ser- 


vice, obliged each Perſon to actual Duty but | 


one Month in two Years, except on extraor- 


dinary occaſions ; and yet it afforded a ſut- | 


ficient Guard of Defence againſt any ſudden, | 


Invaſion, or Attempts to diſturb the Peace 


of the Nation. 


It has been further obſerved, that this | 


Rotation of the Militia was at the ſame 
time a Rotation of the Repreſentative of 
ne 6 19 - "PR 8 #1 
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the Hebrew Nation, as' well as a ſtanding 
Guard. This Aſſembly, faith an eminent 
Author“, © had not only a Civil, but a 
6 Military Office, or Function.“ And fur- 
ther remarks, © While the whole People 
« being an Army, Moſes could propoſe to 
them in Body, or under their Staves and 
Standards of their Camps; as he need- 
ed not, ſo he uſed not any Repreſenta- 


= Wo but when 70 a had let the Peo- Judges 
te ple go, and the Children of Iſrael went © 


* every Man to his Inheritance, to poſſeſs 
* the Land, how was it likely to enjoy 
Peace, and ſecure Safety, without the 
Wing of ſome ſuch Guard as this? How 
* was it ppſlible to have the Advice and 


_ © Conſent of the Nation, without ſome ſuch 


* Repreſentative? And what could be more 
equal, eaſy and effectual, than to perform 
* this Duty by turns or courſes?” From 
ſuch like Conſiderations our Author con- 
cludes, & there is little doubt, that this 
** Congregation was according to the Con- 
* ſtitution of Moſes.” | 

It is a farther Confirmation of this Ob- 
ſcrvation, that David actually uſed this AC 
ſembly in the higheſt Affairs of State. 
This Aſſembly, when called together by 
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David, is ſtyled the Congregation, the , Chron. 
known Word to ſignify an Aſſembly of the *«x- 1. 


whole Nation, .or of its Repreſentative ; 


and it was in this Congregation that they, 


made 
* Harrington, Com. {ſrael. c. iii. g. 1. + Id. ib. f. 2. 
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made Solomon, the Son of David, King t the 


ſecund time; or confirm'd by a Parliamen- 
tary Sanction what before was done by Da- 


2 ids Nomination, in the preſence only of a 


of his principal Officers, on the ſudden 
Attempt of Adonijah to ſeize on the King- 
dom for himſelf. The ſame Aſſembly, at 
the ſame time that they anointed him, of 
appointed by their Reſolution Solomon to be 
anvinted unto the Lord to be Chief Gover- 
nor, appointed Zadat to de Prieſt, Abia- 
thar having joined Adonijah in his Rebel- 
lion; fo that this *Afſembly confirmed as 
by Authority of Parliament, or as the Re- 
preſentatives of the People, two of the high- 
eſt Acts of Government, the Settlement of 


tha Crown, and of the High- Prieſthood. 


It is moreover: very likely, that David, 
who introduced a Body-Guard, or a ſort of 


+ Sena Pretorian Bands, the Cherethites' and Pe- 


AV. 18. 


lathites, which yet were not above ſix hun- 
dred, would have prefer d a. ſtanding Army, 


formed to Diſcipline by himſelf, and com- 


manded by Officers of his own Nomination, 
to a Country Militia, ſome out of every 


Tribe, and commanded by their own Offi 


cers, if this had not been a known and an- 

cient Part of the Conſtitution, from which 

it was not convenient to depart. 

Theſe Orders of the Hebrew Government 

ſeem of greater conſequence than they are 

uſually thought to be, by the very little notice 
commonly 


Bertram, de Repub. Hgb. c. x. p. 130. 
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commonly taken of them; but which, rightly 
underſtood, will ſerve to explain ſpme other 
things not eaſily to be explained without them, 


as may anner e in — aer place. - 


CHAP. v. 


Particular Government of the fe 
veral Tribes. 


W HE N the whole Body of the Hebrew 

Nat ion was thus ſettled in Canaan, 
cach Perſon, having an equal ſhare in Land, 
and an unalienable Property in it; each Tribe 
was ſettled the whole of it together, each 
Tribe was under its own. proper and diſtinct 


Government, each had its Scepter or Staff of 


Command, and its Lawgiver, or Adminiſtra- 
tion of Juſtice, according to Law in its own 
hands: ſo that each Tribe judges its own 
People, or, in the Words of Jacob to Dan, 
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Dan all judge his People as one of the peuteron. 
Tribes of Iſracl. From whence it is evident, xlix. 16. 


lays a learned and judicious Author, that 
every Tribe had its own Prince and Judge, 
and that every Prince or Head of a Tribe 
judged his own People; conſequently e- 
„ very Tribe had a Scepter and a Lawgiver, 
as well as the Tribe of Zudaſ. This 


« Power in L the Heads of Tribes, the ſame 


Author 


. Bp. Sherlock Diſſertation III. 304. 


* 
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- Exod. ii. Author obſerves took place immediately 
16. e on the Death of Jacob; for all Applics- 


Exod. xix. © tions and Meſſages are not to the People; 


7. but to the Elders of Ifracl. The Com- 


© mand of God ſent ro the Houſe of Jacob, 


« and the Children of 1/rael in Egypt, was 
« deliverd by Moſes to the Elders of the 
<« People ; the People and their Rulers are 
Ex. xxxiv. © diſtinguiſhed plainly. Aaron and all the 
31, 32. & Rulers of the Congre e returned 


« unto * and Moſes talked with them; 
ce and afterwards rhe Chilarep of IV 
c rael came nigh. 
However the Governinent in the ſeveral 
« Tribes of T/7ael was not monarchical, but 
e ariftocratical ; and that no one Tribe had 
* ſupetiority over another, is plain, upon the 
<« Death of Joſbua: for then the People en- 

« quire of God, who ſhould go up for 
« them againſt the Canaanites? A Queſtion 
« which-would not have been asked, had 
* any one Tribe, or Ruler of one Tribe, had 
te the right of leading and governing the 
« reſt.” 

It is very plain, from the Hebrew Hiſtory, 
that the provincial Government of the Tribes 
of Iſrael, was not monarchical. It rather 
feems by their Hiſtory, a kind of mix'd Go- 
vernment, partly ariſtocratical, and partly 


pular. 
e give us a right Notion of the Hebrew 


Government, we ſhould begin with this Form 


1 the provincial Government of each Tribe; 
for- 


Judg. i. 1. 


ws * 
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foraſmuch as every Tribe had its own Scepter 
and was a diſtinct Province, tho one of the 
united Provinces of Iſrael. This will prepare 
us to underſtand afterwards more diſtinctly 
their Union in their general Government, or 
the States - General of the united Tribes of 
Iſrael. 

We have often mention of Perſons in Au- 
thority in the Tribes, Princes of the Tribes Numbers 
of their Fathers, Heads of Thouſands ini. 1b. 
Iſrael, the Princes of Iſrael ; Heads of the ,;; . 

ouſes of their Fathers, who were the 
Princes of the Tribes, and were over 
them that were numbered. 

It was given as a ſtanding Conſtitution of 
the Hebrew Government, Judges and Off Deut xvi. 
ficers ſhalt thou make thee in all thy Gates, is. 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee, 
throughout thy Tribes, and they ſhall judge 
the People with juſt Fudgment. And 
Moſes in his own time, by the Advice of 
Jethro, choſe able Men out of all Iſrael, 
and made them Heads over the People, 
Rulers of Thouſands, Rulers of Hundreds, 
Rulers of Fifties, and Rulers of Tens; 
and they judged the People at all ſeaſons. 
The hard Cauſes they brought unto Moſes, 
— every ſinall matter they judged them- 

elves. : + 05 
Many have thought, theſe Fethronian 
* PrefeQtures, as they are uſually called, be- 
cauſe they were conſtituted by the Advice 
£9047; | | of 
* Sigonius de Repub. Heb. 1. vi. ©. 6. 


or whether it was delign'd a Plan for provin- 


Govern- 
ment of 
the Cities. 


no longer than during their Pilgrimage in 


under the leading of Moſes, for his own 


ing of three Judges, they fay, in the lefler 
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of Jethro, were deſignd to be a ſtanding 
Conſtitution, and continued in uſe after the 
Settlement of the Tribes, as a Model of 
their provincial Government. Others: will 


have this Authority of the Captains © to laſt 


e the Wilderneſs; for when they came into 
“ Canaan,the Law required Judges and Of. 
< ficers to be ordained in every City *. 
However that be, whether the Fethronian 
Prefecture was a particular Conſtitution, 
while all //rae/ were together in one Camp, 


greater Eaſe and the more ſpeedy Adminiſ- 
tration of Juſtice, which one Perſon was not 
able to adminiſter alone to ſo many People; 


cial Judges and Officers after the Settlement 
of the Pcople in the Holy Land, it is without 
queſtion, that the Law directed Judges and 
Officers, who with the Heads of Families 
and Princes of the Tribes were to govern the 
Tribes of Iſtael, as Tribes or diſtinct Pro 
vinces. 

To begin with the Government of each 
City, the Rabbinical Writers generally men. 
tion a Court of Juſtice in cach City, conſilt 


Towns, and twenty-three in the greater 
Cities; but it is juſtly obſerved, there is no 
mention of any particular Number of Judges 
in Scripture: On the contrary, T. Joſeph¹ 


mentions 
Patrick on Deut. xviii. 8. + Joſephus Ant, l. iv. c. 8. 


ve 
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udges in cach City, without 

cen the greater and the 
It is very likely: the particular Num- 
ber of Judges might be left to Diſcretion, as 
no Number was fixed by Law, tho the Courts 
themſelves were appointed expreſly they 
therefore be more or fewer in Num- 
ber, as the Adminiſtration of Juſtice ſhould 
Thus, in the later times of the He- 
brew as > anda the Number of three in 
leſſer Towns, and of twenty-three in greater 
Cities, might become fixed by cuſtom and 
length of time. 

By this general Proviſion, however, care 
was taken for a regular Adminiſtration of 
uſtice near at hand; to the great Convent- 
ence of eyety Perſon, who was neither to go 
far to ſeek it, or to wait long for it, or to 
be at any great expence to obtain it : 
each City and Tribe had the Adminiſtration 
of Juſtice within themſelves. 

It was moreover no inconſiderable Advan- 
tage, to prevent the tedious Length and ex- 
raordinary Expence of Suits, that the 
ments of theſe Courts were appointed by 
Law to be final in moſt caſes, 
greater Moment and Difficulty, or rather 
where the Court was doubtful and divided 
in opinion, If there ariſe a matter too hard Dent. 
or thee in Fudgment, ſa 4 the Law, . 
being matters of Controv 
ates, then ſhalt thou ariſe e and 
up unto the OY _ ft 
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foall chooſe ; and thou ſhalt come unto the 


and they ſhall ſhew thee the Sentence of 


for to judge Iſrael, was to adminiſter Juſtic 
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Prieſts the Levites, and unto the Fudge 
which ſhall be in thoſe Days, and enquire 


Judgment. 
In ſome caſes Proviſion was made for Ap- 
als, to the Prieſts, the Levites, or to the 

udge, as ſome render it here, and as it is ex- 
preſs d by the Law itſelf preſently after. The 

Prieſts the Levites are generally underſtood 

of the national Council, commonly called 

the Sznhedrin; for there is no mention of 
the High- prieſt alone, but the Prieſts and Le- 
vites, which can well be underſtood of ſuch 

Prieſts and Levites only, who had ſome Au- 

thority and Commiſſion to ſhew the Judg- 

ment in the Place which the Lord God had 
choſen; this naturally ſeems to repreſent 
them not as Pricſts and Levites in general, 
but as choſen in Members of ſome general 

National Council. It was not indeed ne- 

ceſſary from any Direction of Law, that the 

Prieſts or Levites ſhould be in the National 

Council at all; yet on account of their A 

bility and Knowledge in the Laws, they were 

generally eſteemed fitteſt and beſt qualified to 
be choſen into them, as the moſt proper Perſons 
to attend this Service and to execute it well; 
and the Judge was by his Office inveſted witl 
the higheſt Powers, Civil as well as Military, 


as well as to command Armies. 
| | | Hence 


* 
LI 
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Hence it may appear how Juſtice was ad- 
miniſtred uſually, and Queſtions of Law de- 
cided; vis. in the Tribes themſelves, by theit 
own reſpective Judges; yet in ſome more 
difficult caſes it was wiſely provided, they 
might have a Review before a Court of Ap- 
peal, and Judgment ſhould be ſhewn atid aſ- 
certain d by a National Court of Perſons, 
the molt experienced and beſt learned in the 
Laws, not much unlike, having ſpecial Mat- 
ters argued befote the Judges, and determined 
„„ ry DE: 
It was alſo of great importarice, that all 
Queſtions of Controverſy, which might ariſe 
on any occaſion between the Tribes them- 
ſelves, ſhould be decided by a National Court; 
for as the ſeveral Tribes had no Authority or 


Juriſdiction over each other, they could not 


be decided but by ſome common judge. 
This is well explain'd” by Selden, as the ge- 
neral Opinion of the Hebrew Lawyers, 
Nor is it to be doubted but each Tribe, 
* as often as any thing concerning them as 
* Tribes was to be argued and decided, was 
* ſubje& to no lower Court, and only to 
* this (the great) Sanhedrin. For what 
* concerned one Tribe was by no means to 
be determined by the Judges of another, 

. oy 2 cc out 

* Neque opihor dubitandum eſt, quin tribus | qualidey 
quoties de rebus tribuariis, qua tribuarus diſceptandum, de- 
cernendumque fit, non minori alicui, ſed hutc Synedtis 
(magno) ſubeſſer. Non enim erant omnino, res Aalteriys 
tribus, ab. alterius judicibus decidendz, extra Hieroſolyma, 


1 magiſtris eſt oſtenſum. Selen de Synedr. J. in 
r. ir. 5. 4. 
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« out of Feruſalem,” or by the udges of 
any Court; but that which for a long time 
had been fixed at Feruſalem, which was the 
great Sanhedrin or National Court; concern- 
ing the Nature of which we ſhall have oc- 
caſion to ſay ſomething hereafter, in a more 
proper Place. 

Butfrom what has been remarked already, we 
may diſcern the great Wiſdom of appointing 
Judges in the ſeveral Tribes to decide almoſt al 
Cauſes and Controverſies among themſelves, 
and yet the great importance of the Law of 

Appeals in ſuch Extraordinary caſes as were 
allowed to be brought before the ſuperior 
National Court. And this will morcovet 
ſhew the neceſſary Reaſon why ſo ſevere 2 
Puniſhment is enacted againſt thoſe who 
ſhould refuſe Obedience to the Decree of the 
National Court on Appeal. According tc 
Deuteron. the Sentence of the Law, which they ſhall 
vil. 11, reach thee, and according ” 8 22 
which they ſball tell thee, t 4 
T hou yy not decline * the * 
which they ſhall 5 thee, to the right 
hand, nor to the left ; and the Man thi 
will do pre ſumptuouſiy, and will not heat 
ken unto the Prieſt (that ſtandeth to 1 
niſter there before the Lord thy God) 0 
unto the Fudge, even that Man 7 dit 
and thou flak _ the Evi 

raet ; onda all the le ſhall hear — 72 

aud do no more . : 
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Such preſumptuons Diſobedience was de- 
ſervedly made capital, which muſt diſſolve the 
Union of the Tribes by which they were 
one National Government, make it impoſ- 
ſible to reconcile any Differences between 
them, and put an end to the whole Govern- 
ment itſelf; ſo that it could neither uſe the 
joint Counſels or the joint Forces of the 
Nation for the common good of the whole, 
but, like a Kingdom divided againſt itſelf, it 
muſt fall to the ground. 


Senate, or of a Court of Elders,. or Alder- 
men, diſtin& from the Commonalty or ge- 
neral Courts of the People. When the In- 
habitants of Cilead were for ſetting Feptha 
t their Head, to defend them againſt the 


make him their Captain. The whole Affair 
was firſt treated of and concluded between 
Feptha and theſe Elders ; but to give full 
Authority to it Feprha went with the Elders 
of G:/ead, and the People made him Head 
and Captain over them. 
Here, as the Elders are plainly diſtinguiſh'd 
from the People, ſo it is plain to perceive a 
very near Reſemblance to the known Form 
of Government by a Senate and Aſſembly of 
the People. The Choice of Feprha was a 
joint Act of the Senate and People of Gi 
lead, or this Choice had its full — 
** y 


11. 


And as to the particular Government of Z of 


each City, there are plain Intimations of a Cin. 


Children of Ammon, it is ſaid, The Elders Judges xi, 
of Gilead went to fetch Feptha, and tos 
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by a Reſolution of the People on the Propo 

ſal of the Senate “. 

judg. vii. Mention is alſo made of the Elders of uc. 

14 coth, and the Princes thereof, even threeſcore 

and ſeventeen Men ; whom Gideon  puhiſhed, 

for refuſing him their Aſſiſtance on the De 

feat of Zeba and Zalmunna. 

On the Redemption of Inheritances, i 

ſcems, it was to be done in o "Cour 

that is, before the People and the Elders 

Thus Boaz advertiſes the Kinſman of Ek 

Ruth iv.4. e lech, Buy it before the I nhabitants, ani 

before the ders of n People. Upon thel 

Refuſal of the neareſt Kinſman to redeem the 

Inheritance, Boas redeems it himſelf in this 

ver. 9. Form, And Boaz ſaid unto the Elders 
2 and unto all the People, Te are witneſ 

this day that I have bought , all that way 

Elimelech s. 

This Uſage in the Cities was agrecable tl 

Deut. xxi. ;.the Law itſclf ; for it is enacted, If a Ma 

Joc as found ſlain, and it be not known u 

bath Alain him, the Elders and Fudgty 

Hall come ' forth, and find out what Ci 

is neareſt the Place where the Perſon 

found ſlain; and the Elders of that Ci 

hall come and urge themſelves f an 

* no -oledge of the Murder, and offer a l 

crijice to put away the Guilt 6 innocei 

Blood. 

And in the Cities of Refuge, if any guil 

of wilful Murder fled there from Juſtia 

| 4 
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the Elders of his City ſhall ſend and fetch Deut. xix. 
him thence, and deliver him into the hands 
of Juſtice. | 

hat the Number of theſe Elders was, and 
what in particular were the Duties of their 
Office, are Queſtions not ſo eaſy to be anſwer d, 
from the ſhort Account we have of the He 
brew Hiſtory and Government; but in ge- 
neral, there is ſufficient to inform us, that 
the principal Affairs of the Publick paſſed 
through their hands, were directed by their 
Counſel and Authority, and that they had 
all the uſual Powers of a Senate. 

Hgonius ſuppoſes, that theſe Judges and 
Elders of the Cities, were according to an 
original Conſtitution of Moſes in the Wil- 
derneſs; and afterwards continued by divine 
Appointment for the Government of the 
Tribes, when ſettled in the Land of Ca- 
naan *, [54 ; 

Moſes took the Chief of the Tribes, wiſe *- "5 
Men, and known, and made them Heads 
over them Captains over Thouſands, and 
Captains over Hundreds, and Captains 
over Fifties, and Captains over Tens, and 
Officers among the Tribes. 

It is very probable, as the whole Hebrew 
Nation held their Eſtates by military Tenure, 
and as the Tribes were always to be in readi- 

F 4 nels 
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Officers ſnould have civil as well as military 
Authority; and be a Council of State in 


cers, were always in being, as is cuſtomary 


the Publick, as well as a Council of War to 


Called his Hoſt. Now it was theſe ſame 
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neſs to raiſe a ſufficient Number of Men, in 
Arms, for Defence of their Country on any 
occaſſon, eſpecially if the whole Nation was 
to ſerve by turns one Month in their Courſe; 
That this Militia was always officer'd ; that 
the Colonels, the Capt tains, and lower Off. 


whereyer a Militia is well diſciplined, or like 
to be of any conſi iderable Service. 
It is alſo very probable in itſelf, that theſe 


things relating to the Peace and Welfare of 


direct the military Affairs of the Tribes, and 
command them as an Army. 

This is the more probable, as it will make 
the Form of Provincial Government exactly 
anſwer the Form of the National Govern- 
ment; in which he Princes of the Tribes 
of their Fathers, were Heads of Thouſands 
in Iſrael. Theſe were the chief military 
Officers, every Man of the Children of I, 
rael was to pitch by his own $, tandard, with 
the Enfign of his Father's Houſe. The 
Prince of each Tribe was the chief Camman- 
der of each Tribe, ſd Nahſhon the Son of A 
minadab was Captain of the Children of 
Fudah, and the whole Tribe of Fudah is 


Perſons who were to aſliſt Moſes, and whom 
he conſulted when he did not ſummon the 
whole Congregation, This appears from the 

| different 
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different Signals appointed for ſummoning 
theſe different Aſſemblies to meet. I hen Numbers 
they ſhall blow with them (with both Trum * 5 + 
pets) all the Aſſembly ſhall aſſemble them. 
ſelves, and if they blow . but with one 
. e then the Princes " which are 
Heads of the Thouſands of Iſrael ſhall ga- 
ther themſelues unto thee. 

Now tho' theſe were military Officers, and 
ſummoned by Sound of Trumpet, they were 
not ſummoned only as a Council of War. 
The Queſtion in Law concerning the Succeſ- 
ſion of Females to Inheritances was brought i. 1. 
before Moſes and the Princes, the chief 


/ / ((. 


1d athers of the Children of Iſrael. The xxxiv. 17, 
Princes of every Tribe are likewiſe joined 18. 

kc with Eleager the Pricſt, and Foſbua the 

Judge, in dividing the Land among the 


Tribes. 

This ConjunRion then of civil Authority 
4 with military Command, is ſo well known 
in the Hebrew Conſtitution, that both were 
united in their Judges, their Kings, and in all 
i their chief Magiſtrates. It ſeems then very 
likely, that the Heads the Captains of Thou- 
ſands, Hundreds, Fifties and Tens, ſhould 
be veſted with civil as well as military . 
Authority; and that the Officers of lower 
Command, ſhould be theElders and Senate of 
their Cities; that the Officers of higher and 
more general Command, fhould be the Prin- 


ces, Elders and Senate of the Tribe, or Pro- 
vince. 


This 


— of 


amilies, 
and Prin- 
ces © 
Tribes. 


Numb. i. 


Geneſis 


— 3, of Edom were ſo many Heads of Families dc 


Heads, was very agrecable to the Cuſtoms off 


of the Arabians, who have moſt exactly pre- 


7 with Dignity and Authority, will further con 
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This View. of the Hebrew Government iu 
their ſeveral Tribes may alſo give us a very 
probable account of the Office and Authari- 
tics of Heads of Families, and Princes of 
Tribes, in whom the chief Direction of the 
ſeveral Tribes as diſtin& Provinces was lodged 
by the Conſtitution in things civil and mili- 
tary, both for Council and Action. | 

The Diviſion of the People of 1/7ae!,” 
Mr. Harrington obſerves, © was firſt genea- 
© logical, and then local.—The Tribes of 
* Iſrael genealogically reckoned were thir- 
« teen. In the gencalogical Diſtribution of 
* the Tribes there were alſo obſeryed certain 
Ranks, Qualities or Degrees, as appears by 
ce the Poll made of Iſrael, in the Wildernefs 
* of Sinai, and in the Tabernacle of the 
2 „ Congregation by Moſes. Theſe Degrees 

* were of two ſorts: Firſt, Phylarchs, or 
e Princes of Tribes; and ſecondly Patriarchs, 
<« or Princes of Families, all hereditary Ho- 

* nours, and appertaining to the firſt born of 
* « fe Tribe re pectively *. - 

That Families ſhould have their reſpeCtive 


_ thoſe early Times of the World. The Dukes 
ſcending from Eſau, and the preſent Mannc: 


ſery'd the Cuſtoms of their Anceſtors, and 
who diſtinguiſh the Chiefs of their Familie 


firn 
* Harrington Com. Iſrael. c. ii. $. 1. 
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firm it. A particular Inſtance of ſome one of 
the Tribes may give a clearer Notion of it. 
Let the Tribe of Fudah be the Inſtance. 
Judah was one of the Sons of Facob, and Numb. i. 
his Poſterity made one of the Tribes of IV 
rael ; of this Tribe Nahſhon, the Son of A. 


- minadab, was Prince. This Tribe was di- 
vided into ſeveral Families, n6t ſingle Houſ 


holds, but as Families are uſed in Heraldry, 
for a Lineage or Kindred, deſcending from a 
common Anceſtor, including many particular 
Houſholds. So chat the Sons of Judah be- 
came the Fathers of ſo many Families, who 
were diſtinguiſhed by their Names: For the xxvi. 20, 
Sons of Fudah after their Families were of 


 Shelah the Family of the Shelanite, of Pha- 


rex the Family of the Pharzite, of Zerah _ 
the Family of the Zarhite; and the Sons 


% Pharez were, of Heſron the Family e 4 
7 


the Heſronite, of amul the Family o 

Hamulite. Ir appears theſe Families and the 
Houſholds in each, as well as the Perſons in 

each Houſhold, were kept diſtinct: For on 

the Conviction of Achan, Joſtua brought ben vii. 
Iſrael by their Tribes, aud the Tribe of '* 
Fudah was taken, and he brought the Fa- 

milies of Fudah, and he took the ane; 7 


lte Zarhite and he brought the Fami 


the Zarhite Man by Man; and Zabds WAS 
taken, and he brought his Houſhold Man by 
Man, and Achan the Son of Carmi, the Son 
of Zabdi, the Son of. Zerab, (or fe the Family 


of the Zarhites) ,of the Tribe 0 Fudah, WAS 
taken. 
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If you reckon the Tribes to be twelve, ex- 

cluſive of the Tribe of Levi, which was not 

to be ſettled as a Tribe, there will be twelve 

* Princes of Tribes, and fiſty- eight Heads of Fa- 
xvi, milies in the twelve Tribes: In Reuben four, 
in Simeon five, in Cad ſeven, in Judah five, 

in /achar four, in Zabulon three, in Ma- 

naſſeh eight, in Ephraim four, in Benjamin 

eight, in Dan one, in Aſher five, and in 
Napthali four. Theſe fifty- eight Heads of 
Families, with the twelve Princes, make the 
Number of ſeventy, juſt cqual to the Num- 

| ber of Elders choſen into the Senate of J 
xi. 16. raet; when the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, ga- 
ther unto me ſeventy Men of the Elders of 
 T/rael, which Moſes thus reports unto the 
Deut. l 13. People, take ye wiſe Men, and underſtand- 
ing, and known among your Tribes, and 1 

will make them Rulers over you. Whence 


there appears ſome Ground for their Conjec- 1 
ture, who ſuppoſe the Number of ſeventy 
Elders to be taken from the Number of the f 
= Princes of the Tribes and Heads of the Fa- , 
| milies of 1/7ael. | 
= Theſe Princes of Tribes and Heads of Fa- , 
milics, are ſuppoſed to be the Heirs Male of ll © 
the Patriarch of the Tribe, as of Fudab, and c 
of the firſt Progenitors of the ſeveral Families“. Fe 
| Mr. MW 
ir 
* Abulenſis, & Cornelius a lapide ait hos fuiſſe PR al 
nitos qui ab ipſo capite tribus, five a Patriarcha, V. G. a D 


Juda, directe per lineam primogenitorum, deſcendebant, 
quemadmodum principes familiarum erant primogeniti cujuſ- tc 
. Cunque familiæ. Menochius de Rep, Heb. P. 42+ ri 
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Mr. Harrington calls them all hereditary 
Honours, and appertaining to the firſt-born 
of the Ttibe, or of the Family reſpectively. 
It is very probable, that the firſt-born of 
the Tribe or of the Family, was uſually the 
Prince of the Tribe or Head of the Family 
when he was of full Age, and without any 
Incapacity to diſcharge the Duty of the Of- 
fice. Yet the Inſtance of Nahſbon Prince of 
Fudah, will, I think, ſhew that if the Prince 
of the Tribe was not elective, he was not 
always the firſt-born of the Tribe; for Nah- 
ſoon was not the Heir Male of Fudah. Nah- 
ſoon, Prince of the Children of Judah was 


T7 


the Son of Aminadab the Son of Ram, who 1 Chron. 


was a younger Son of Hezron, the Son of. 


Pharez, who alſo was a younger Son of 
Fudah. | | 
Whether the Prince of the Tribe then was 
hereditary or elective, is not ſo certain from 
the Hebrew Hiſtory, It ſeems moſt likely, 
that the firſt-born were generally if not con- 
ſtantly prefer d, when Minority or ſome o- 
ther Incapacity did not require the Choice 
of ſome other Perſon. | 
Every Tribe then, had thus a Prince or 
Chief with four or five more or leſs Heads 
of Families, who commandèd the Tribe when 
in Arms, and preſided in its Councils when 
aſſembled, as a civil or political Body. Their 
Dignity and Authority ſcem to be alluded 


to in the Song of Deborah, Speak ye that Judges v. 


ride on white Aſſes, ye that fit in Fudg-'* 


ment 
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with the chief Magiſtrate of the N ation, 
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ment. Sigonius has well expreſſed their Of 
fice in general: The Princes of the Tribes 
« were thoſe who led each Tribe, and had 
* the Adminiſtration of their publick Affairs. 
* The Office of the Heads of Families, was 
to aſſemble the Families of which they 
* were Governors, to propoſe to them what 
concern'd the common Good, and to be 
their Captains in War *.“ 
<« Theſe Princes of the Tribes, ſays Me. 

nochius, were the Nobles or Peers of the 
Hebrew Commonwealth. They were, 


cc 


whether Judge or King, to give counſel 
© and advice, and to join in the Adminiſtra- 
* tion of Juſtice . .+| 
Finally, © Theſe Chiefs of the Tribes, ſays 
äCalmet, were Captains in War, Judges and | 
* Magiſtrates in times of Peace, and Coun- 
« ſellors of the Prince in all Affairs, both ec-} 

4 cleſiaſtical and civil +.” 
| Theſe 


* Principes autem tribuum fuere, qui ſingulas tribus duz-| 
erunt, earumque rationes adminiſtrarunt. Officium vero eo- 
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rum (Patriarcharum) fuit, ut familias quibus præerant conv- 90. 
carent ad eoſque referrent, quæ ad rempublicam pertinerent, F. 
an duces earum in bello eſſent. Sigonius de Rep. Heb. I. vi C 

nab Porro hi tribuum principes, Reip. Hebraicz erant Me. tc 
giſtanes, & Capita, & totius page magiſtratui, five ſil 3 fi 
eſſet, ſive rex, aderant & cum ill ſedentes, 4 C 
inibant. Partim jus reddebant. Menochius Rep. Heb. Li th 


c. vi. J. 8. 42. | 

t Les Chefs des tribus, etoient capitaines dans la guerre, 
Juges, et Magiſtrats en tems de et Conſeillers du prince 
dans les choſes ſacrces, comme les civiles. Calnet Dif : 
fertat. T. i. P. ii. p. 518. | 


It, 
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Theſe Princes of Tribes and Heads of Fa- 
milies may be repreſented, as Lords- Lieute- 
nants of a County, and their Deputy- Lieute- 
nants; or as Generals, and Lieutenant-Ge- 
nerals ; being conſtant General Officers when 
the Tribe was to march, as part of the Army 
of Iſrael; and in the Tribe they were the 
principal Magiſtrates to ſummon the Tribe to 
a general Aſſembly when there was occaſion 
for it, or when any Affairs relating to the 
whole Tribe were to be propoſed, or any 
Reſolution of conſequence to be taken by 
the whole Tribe, or when any thing was to 
be communicated to it from the General 
States of the United Tribes, which required 
the Concurrence of the Province. 

The Officers in each City may, in like 
manner, be conſidered as the local Officers 
of the Militia in the ſeveral Hundreds and 
Diviſions of the County or Province. This 
made a Proviſion of Colonels and Captains, 
to draw the Forces of the Tribe together, 
and to lead them wherever they were directed 
to a general Rendezvous, where the Prince 
of the Tribe as General, and the Heads of 
Families as Lieutenant-Generals, ſhould re- 
ceive them; and at all times to exerciſe them 
to Arms at home, better to prepare them 
for the Service of their Country, whenever 
they ſhould be called to march in defence of 
it. 

As civil Authority was generally joined to 
military Command in this Conſtitution, - 

| theſe 
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| theſe Captains of Thouſands, Hundreds, Fif 
ties and Tens, were alſo Elders of the People. 
They were as a ſtanding Senate and Council 
in the Places of their Habitation, ſo that we 
_ conceive the ſame Perſons inveſted with the 
Authority of Aldermen and Juſtices of Peace, | 
at the ſame time they were Colonels and Cap- 
tains of the Militia. 

Thus, with the Aſſemblies of the People, | q 
they managed the publick Affairs of each 
Hundred or Diviſion; at the ſame time they 
were in readineſs not only to appear as 2 
Council of War, with the Prince of the Tribe, 
the General, and with the Headsof Families, the 3 
Licutenant-Generals as military Officers; but 
moreover to meet them on all occaſions as a 
civil Council or Parliament, as a ſort of Re- 
preſentative of the People of the Tribe in its 
ſeveral Diviſions, when there was any occa- 
ſion to ſummon them together, to treat on 
any arduous Affairs concerning the public 
Good of the Tribe. 

This Conſtitution of the particular Tribes 
appears to me as plain and evident as can be 

expected in ſo ſhort a Hiſtory as we have of 
the Hebrew Nation; eſpecially when the o 
riginal Conſtitution was ſo ſoon altered, and 
the Affairs of Government were ſoconfuſed i in! 
the Anarchy ſoon after the Death of Joſhua. 
However, even in thoſe times there are fo 
many evident Marks of the principal Parts} 
of the Conſtitution, as muſt render all „ 

r 
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reſt highly probable to one who would cate- 


; fully lay all things together, in order to find 
0 out the Deſign and Plan of the whole. 

4 | 

| Cas, we: 
„Particular Conſtitution of the Tribe 
hf of Lev1. 

1 

2H RESIDES therwelve Tribes ſettled in thele 
gel diſtinct Provinces, and having each their 


ar diſtin Government as before deſcrib d, there 
vas one Tribe which had avery different Con- 
o  ftitution from all the reſt. This Tribe was 
8 co have no ſhare in the Land on the Diviſion 
„ of it, nor any Property in it. The Sons of 
Levi were not to live together, or to have 
«| the Families of their Tribe united, in a diſ- 
tin Government of their own, as the other 
« Iiibes had. They were to be diſperſed 
be chrough all the Tribes of 1/rael, to have their 
off Subſiſtence from the other Tribes, and to live 
7 under the Government of that Tribe in which 
nd they had their Habitation, without any Pro- 
lin perty, without any ſort of Power or Autho- 
% rity, Civil or military of their own, as one of 
the Tribes of 1/ael, or in any other view 
ar chan as they were deemed Members of that 
Province or Circle of the Hebrew Empite 

in which they reſided : But as they held no 
Lands, they could be ſubject to no military 
G Tenure, 
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Tenure, on account of them, and were by 
the very Conſtitution incapable of any mill 
tary Office or Preferment. | 
Upon the general Poll of the Children of 
Numbers Iſrael after their Families, the Levites {after 
. the Tribes of their Fathers were not num- 
47, c. bered among them: For the Lord had ſpo. 
ken unto Moſes, ſaying, only thou ſhalt not 
number the Tribes of Levi, neither take thi 
Sum 4 them among the Children of Iſrael, 
but thou ſhalt appoint the Levites over the 
Tabernacle of Teſtimony. The further 
Meaning of this Conſtitution, is afterwards 
xvi, 20. thus explained: The Lord ſpake unto Aaron, 
21» 23. thou yur have no Inheritance in their 
Land, neither ſbalt thou have any part 
among them. I am thy Part and thine In 
 heritance, among the Children of Iſrael, ant 
behold I have given the Children of Levi 
all the Tenth in Iſrael for an Inheritance, 
for their Service which they ſerve, even thel 
Service of the Tabernac L 77 of the Congre 
gation.— And it ſball be a Statute for = e 
throughout your Generations, that among 
the Children of Iſrael they have no Inh. 
ritance. | 
It is then, without quition, a deſignei 
part of the Conſtitution of the Hebrew Go 
vernment, that the Levites, though one o 
the Tribes of Iſrael, ſhould not be ſettled in 
the promiſed Land in the ſame manner as thc 
other twelve Tribes were. That they ſhoulif 
have n no ſharc of Lands aſſi ned to 1 
bk | er 
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their Property, and unalicnable Inheritance; 
and therefore, as they had no Property in them- 
ſelves, they were to be provided for ſome o- 
ther way. This was appointed to be by an 
annual Tithe payable to this Tribe, by all 
the other Tribes, that they might attend the 
publick Service of the Tabernacle, and as the 
Reward of their Service: For, ſays the Law 
tſelf, 1? is your Reward for your Service Numbers 
n the Tabernacle of the Congregation.  *. 3. 
This is a well-known Part, of the Conſti- 
tution of the Tribe of Levi, but the peculiar 
Reaſons for this peculiar Conſtitution require 
a little more attention. 
The Levites were deſigned for the Service 
of the Tabernacle of the Congregation, or 
o attend the whole Service of Fehovah, as 
od and King of the Hebrew Nation, where- 
ver it was he choſe or fixed the Place of his 
Leſidence, whether he marched with their 
rmies, or whether the Tabernacle reſted in 
any particular Place. Wa 
The Levites were morcover to teach the 
hole People the Law of God, and to inſtruct 
hem in it, as Moſes explains their Office, 
They ſhall teach Jacob thy Fudements, and Deuteron, 
[/rael thy Law; they ſhall put Incenſe be- i. 10. 
ore thee, and whole burnt Sacrifice upon 
hine Altar. | 
It became the Dignity of the King of I/ 
ae! to have a Court, and to be. ſerved by 
us Subjects as their King, as well as to have 
n Altar and Sacrifices, and to be worſhipped 
G 2 by 
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Numbers 


19. 


- 


10, 11, 


if the Tribe of Levi had not been ſubſtitut 


follow d on ſuch Attendance, if there had 
been no publick Proviſion for it. Therefore 


viii. 18. firſt-born of the Children of Iſrael. 


in the Tabernathe of the Congregation. | 


ſhalt bring the Levites before the Lord, and 
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by the Church as their God. When both 
theſe Services were appointed to the Leyues 
it was appointed to them as a Service which 
the whole Hebrew Nation was ſome way or 
other to have attended; this Service would 
have been incumbent on the whole People. 


ed in their room: So that by this Appoint 
ment of the Levites the reſt of the Tribe 
were caſcd from all Attendance, from all the 
Expence and Los of time, which muſt have 


the Levites are ſaid to be given * the 
And it 

follows, I have given the Levites as « 
t to Aaron, and to his Sons, from 4 
the Children of 12 to do the ſervice 
the Children of Yael, (or to ſerve me for 
rael, according to theV.L, 


the Children of 


ſhould ſeem the Direction at the Conſecri 
tion of the Levites to their Office, refers to 
this Reaſon of their Appointment: And thus 


the Children of Iſrael ſhall put their hands 
upon the Levites; and bab hall offer 


the Levites before the Lord for an Offer 
ing of the 635 4 


laren of Iſrael, that thy 
may execute (or be to execute) the Servict 
of the Lord. This Action of the Children 
of 1ſrael is cafily underſtood to mean, that 
the Levites were to execute the Service o 
bs 4; I! | 1 : ) ; be - 4-- + 4. 4 Zehovah, 


7. 
as 
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Jehovah, in their ſtead, and for them, as well 
as by their Conſent. 

You plainly ſee now, this Service of the 
Levites made it highly improper that they 
ſhould be ſettled in the ſame manner that 
the other Tribes were; that all the Sons of 
Levi ſhould be placed locally together in one 
particular part of the Land, or that they 
ſhould conſtantly attend the Cultivation of 
their ſeveral Farms, or that they ſhould be 
enliſted into a regular Militia, and train'd to 
\rms under the Heads of their Families and 
Princes of their Tribe, as the other Tribes 
vere. This would have taken up all their 
ime, and have hinder'd all the Services of 
heir Office, whether to attend the Service of 
he Tabernacle of the Congregation, or in 
of caching the Pcople the Law. It was highly 
for proper they ſhould be ſettled in every Tribe, 
hat each Tribe might equally have the Bene- 

Wc of their Inſtruction, and Advantage of 
heir Learning in the Laws of Fehovah, for 
Stone better Adminiſtration of Juſtice ; as theſe 
ws were the Laws of their civil Conſti- 
ution, as well as of their Religion and Wor- 
ip. 7 
But then, it was as highly fit, that this 
ribe of Levi ſhould have in return a rea- 
onable Conſideration and Reward, for Ser- 
ices in which they gave up many nationar 
dvantages to the other Tribes from them 
elyes, and in order to eaſe the whole Na- 
G 3 tion, 
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tion from thoſe Secvices which otherwiſe 
they muſt have executed perſonally. 

For the Tribe of Levi gave up to the other 
Tribes their whole ſhare of the Land, as one 
of the Tribes of 1ſfael ; and they gave up 

themſelves to the national Service of the 
Tabernacle and to the publick Teaching of 
the Law, diſcharging all the other Tribes 
from any Burthen of thoſe Services, and giv- 
ing them full leiſure to attend ſolely their 
own private Affairs, except when the Dan- 
ger of their Country ſummoned them to 
Arms i in defence of it. | 

Theſe were Conſiderations that, in all juf 
tice and eqhity, required a ſuitable Proviſion 
and A Nor was this Reward to be 
given the Levites, as many have very weak- 
iy conceited, as Miniſters of the Cod of I/ 
rael, or in the modern Cant, the Hebreu 
Clergy or even as they were the Servants of 
the Hing of Iſrael, of his Court and Houſhold; 
but morcover as the Levites parted with their 
ocen Inheritance to the Public; and for their 
public k Service, partly in teaching the Law to 
the People, and partly in excuſing them froma 
perſonal Attendance for the Service of the 
Tabernacle. 

To underſtand the wiſe Reaſons of this 
part of the Hebrew Conſtitution, it will be 
neceſſary to conſider more diſtinctly what 
that · Proviſion was, which the Law made for 
the Levites, and the Manner in which the 

Laws of the Hebrews Goyzrament made this 
= = Proviſion 
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Proviſion for them; as both are ſo little un: 


derſtood by many, and ſo greatly miſrepre- 
ſented by ſome who pretend to underſtand 


o 


. 

The Proviſion which the Laws of the He- 
brew Government made for the Levites, was 
a yearly Tithe of the Produce of the Lands, 
payable by the twelye Tribes; and this was 
properly the only Proviſion made for them 
as a Tribe: For though there were ſome o- 
ther Payments by the People, as the Firſt- 
fruits, the Redemption of the Firſt-born, the 
Half-ſhekel Poll-tax, and the like; yet theſe 
were not to be divided among the Levites, 
as a Tribe. They were all appropriated to o- 
ther Uſes, and were aſſigned to anſwer the 
Expences and conſtant Charge of the Taber- 
nacle, of the publick and national Sacrifices, 
and other Parts of the publickWorſhip of the 
Church; or for Tables in honour of the Court, 
Houſe, and Reſidence of the King of Yael. 

This Diſtinction, between the Tithes and 
other public Revenues of Church and State, 
and their Appropriation to very different 
uſes, is not ſo commonly attended to as it 


ought; which has introduced no ſmall Dark- 
nels and Confuſion into this part of the He- 


brew Conſtitution. | | 
The Levites were appointed to wait on the 
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Sons of Aaron, the Pricſts for the Service of, Chron. 
the Houſe of the Lord, and the Work of thexxii. 28. 


Ker vice of the Houſe of God——And to 


ſtand every Morning to thank and praiſe ** 


G 4 the 
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the Lord, and likewiſe at Even. They ere 
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divided as the Prieſts in into their ſeveral Cos 


of the Kingdom of Jehorah over T1ſrael, that 
ſome Proviſion ſhould be made for a decent 
Entertainment of ſuch Perſons: as ſhould be 
in actual waiting on his Service; as Princes 
are uſed to have Tables at their Courts for 
their Houſhold and Servants in waiting. 
There were alſo many other neceſſary Ex- 
pences of the Tabernacle and Temple, in * 
pairs, Ornaments, Sacrifices and Offerings, or 

dinary and extraordinary: Theſe were pro 
perly Expences, to uſe a modern Expreſſion 
of a Civil Liſt, or of a Church Rate, a very 
different thing from a Proviſion made for the 
Sons of Levi, For the Levites had no ſhare 
in them, otherwiſe than it may be the conve- 
nience of a Table during the time of their 
Courſe, and in waiting on the Scrvice of the 
Tabernacle, wherever the Preſence was, after 
they had been at the trouble and expence of 
going up from their own Habitation from al 
Parts of the Country, and were to be at the 
ſame trouble and expence in returning to 
their Habitations again, as ſoon as the time 
of their waiting was over, Of this kind were 
many Payments, in particular the Firſt-fruits, 
the Redemption of the Firſt- -borg, and the 
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A righter Underſtanding of this Obſerva- 
2 may give an uſeſul light to many things 

of greater conſequence than they may at firſt 
appear to be. A Miſunderſtanding or a Miſ- 
repreſentation of them has been made an 
occaſion of ſevere Reflections without ground 
and againſt truth on the Moſaical Conſtitu- 
tion of the Hebrew Government, as if it had 
made a moſt exorbitant Proviſion of Riches 
for the Levitical Tribe to an heavy Oppreſ- 
ſion of all the other Tribes. Let us then a 
little confider the other Revenues, as diſtin- 
guiſhed from the Tithes, which only were 
the proper Portion of the Levites. 

Ihe Law for the Firſt fruits directs, they Firf- 
ſhould. be paid at the Houſe of Jehovah, or ln. 
the Place of the Preſence. | The firſt of the podu = 
Fruits of thy Land thou ſbalt bring into vil. 10. 
the Houſe of the Lord thy God. This Of- 
fcring of the firſt Fruits was to be attended 
with an Acknowledgment of the Mercies of 
God, in bringing the Hebrew Nation out of 75 
a State of Affliction, Labour, and Oppreſſion 3 
in Egypt, into- a Land flowing with Milk 
and Honey. The Perſon therefore bringing 
the firſt Fruits was directed to ſay, A Syrian Deut. xxvi 
ready to periſh was my Father. And when S 0, 
we cried to the Lord God of our Fathers, 
the Lord heard our Voice, and looked on our 
Afiiftion, and our Labour and our Oppreſ- 
fon, —and brought us into this Place, and 
bath given us this Land. And 4 = 

0 
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hold I have brought the firſt. Fruits of the 
Land which thou, O Lord, haſt given me. 

The firſt Fruits then, ſeem to be paid as a 
kind of Quit Rent, in Acknowledgment of 
Zehoyah as Lord of the Fee, that the whole 
Hebrew Nation held of him as his Tenants,. 
and that the Tenure of all their _—_— was 
of his Gift and Donation. 

It is moreover to be obſerved of mis Branch 
of Revenue, that the Law.itſelf appointed no 
determined Quantity ſo that the Quantity 
was left by the Law to the Diſcretion of each 
Perſon. who offered. It ſhould ſeem the 
Quantity ſuppoſed in the Law, was not large, 
from a particular Conſtitution concerning it. 

Deut xvi Aud thou ſhalt take of the firſt of all the 
+ Fruits of the Barth, which thau fhalt brin "s 
' of thy Land that the Lord thy God giuet 
thee, and ſbalt put it in a Basket, and ſhalt 
go unto the Place uhich the Lord thy God 
/hall chooſe to place his Name there. And 
the Prieſt ſhall take the Bastet out of thine 
hand, and ſet.it down before th Altar of 
the Lord thy God. A Basket which a Man 
could carry in his, hand, was not like to hold 
very much: So that the Talmudicai Doctors 
in this, as in many, other things, went beyond 
the original Law, when they afterwards ſet- 
tled the en at. the fin Trait to one 
in n ſixty s. SIT 
A u G t 1 Author 
Lex divina non A nivie ou quantitas primitivorum, 


adduci debuerit, fed ex decreto apientum unum de 60, dari 
4 leber Roland Autig. Her. p. 401, 403. 
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Authors are not agreed what the Difference 


was between the firſt Fruits, which the He- 
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brews diſtinguiſh by the Names of Biccurim 


and Therumoth, or indeed whether there was 


any Difference at all; it is not matetial, 1 


think, whether there was or no, ſo we may 


let that paſs. But it may not be improper to 


obſerve, that though the Traditionary Wri- 


ters allow the firſt Fruits to be eaten by the 
Prieſts, who were clean any where in the 
Holy Land, yet the Scriptures, as a learned 
*Man obſerves, do not allow keeping any of - - 


the firſt Fruits at home. The firſt Fruits were 


reckoned of an intermediate + Holineſs be- 
tween the Parts of the Sacrifices, which were 
to be eaten in the holy Place, and the Tithes 
which were to be eaten any where in the 


Land. The Law directed, and it no where ap- 
pears by anyAfter-Conſtitution,thatDirefion 
was altered, that the firſt Fruits: were to be 


brought to the Houſe of the Lord: It was Numb. 
not neceſſary indeed they ſnould be eaten in as 9. 


the holy Place, as the Parts of the Sacrifices 
were, which were' therefore called the a7 
holy things for the firſt Fruits might be 

eaten by the Prieſts in their Houſes, and e- 
very one that was clean in their Houſe might 
cat of them with them. Vet ſtill it -ſeems 
plain, the firſt Fruits were only to be-caten in 
the place of the Preſence, or where the 


Houſe of Fehovah was z for there the firſt- 
Fruits 


a Godwin's Moſes * Aaron, l vi. c. ii. $. 8. 
1 Reland Ant. Hcb, 1. viii. 5. 10. 
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Fruits were to be brought and preſented to 
the Lord. They are therefore very properly 
to be conſidered, as the Proviſion of a Table 
for the Entertainment of ſuch only as were 
in actual: waiting at the Palace of the King of 
IJſruell: Acery inoonſiderable Acceſſion to 
the Riches of the Pricſts that in the time 
of their waiting, in the Rotation of their 
twenty r four Coutſes, there was the Proviſion 
of a Table for them, who came and were to 
return ſo many Miles whenever their Atten· 
dance was in courſe, 0 al 
There were ſome other Taxes payable in 
Money, as the Redemption of the firſt· born, 
and the Half: ſnekel Poll; but neither of theſe 
was part of the Levites Portion. As they 
have been greatly miſrepreſented, both in their 
value and'intheir uſe; it will be proper brief- 
ly toi place them in their true Light. 
5 The Law directed that the firſt: born, whe- 
ther of Mer or Beaſts, ſhould be offered to 
Numbers the Lord but it was provided by the ſame 
xvii. 15. Law, that the firſt- born of Men and the firſt- 
lings of unclean Beaſts ſhould be redeemed, 
that is, by paying a Sum of Money for them. 
15. The Redemption of the firſt born of Men was 
ſettled: at five Shekels, and the firſt- lings of 
Exod. xiii. an unclean Beaſt at a Lamb; but the firſt- 
23. born of Cows; Sheep and Goats, which were 
* Beaſts of Sacrifice, were to be ſacrificed, and 
their Fleſh was to be eaten, as the Law directed 
cating the Parts of the other Sacrifices, which 
[446 were 
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were given to the Prieſts to be eaten in the 


holy Place. 

When we obſerve of theſe fieſt-bora of 
Men, and firſt- lings of Beaſts, that part was 
to be redeemed for Money, and a part to he 
offered in Sacrifice, and uſed as other Sacri- 
fices were; it is very eaſy to perceive that nei- 
ther the one or other ſort could be any part 
of the Levites Portion: for what were ſa- 
crificed, could be uſed no other ways than 


as a Table for thoſe who were in actual 


waiting at Fehovah's Palace; in like manner, 
as the firſt Fruits aboye-mentioned were to be 
uſed, eſpecially as all Sacrifices were to be 
eaten only in the holy Place. So that for all 
theſe they could be no richer, than ſaving a 
Dinner when on'duty in their Courſes. 

As to the firi-born of Men and firſt- lings 
of Beaſts converted into Money by Redemp- 
tion, the Tribe of Zevz had no ſhare in them 
at all ; that was a Treaſure appropriated to 
the ordinary and contingent Expences of the 
Tabernacle or Temple, that is, for the Build- 
ing, Ornaments, Sacrifices, and other publick 
Expences; for all which the Tribe of Levi 
was neyer the richer. The want of keeping 
in view this manifeſt Diſtinction between the 
Treaſure of the Tabernacle and the Portion 
of the Tribe of Levi, has mi led ſome learn- 
ed Men into conſiderable Errors, as well as it 
has given occaſion to others, vho ſeem fond of 
eyery thing that offers to reflect on the Provi- 
ſion made for the Pricſts and Levites in the 
Moſaical Conſtitution, This 
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This diſtint Uſe of the Treaſure of the 
Tabernacle from the Tithes, which were gi. 
ven for the proper Maintenance of the Prieſts 


and Levites, is evident from many Conſidera- 


tions. It appears from the very nature of 
the thing, that there muſt have been ſome 
* conſiderable Proviſion for the Uſe of the Ta. 
| bernacle. Whoever will conſider, what the 
firſt erecting of the Tabernacle or Temple 


muſt have coſt, what was neceſſary to be ex- 
pended on Repairs and keeping up the 


Beauty and Splendor of the Palace of Fehv- 
 vah, what was conſtantly the Charge of the 


publick and national Worſhip and Sacrifices, 
muſt ſee, that all theſe Branches of Expence 
required an handſome Revenue or Civil Lift 
ro diſcharge them. And whoſoever ſhall 


further conſider how neceſſary it was to the 


litical Government, as well as to the Reli- 


gion of the Hebrew Nation, to preſerve a 
Reverence and Reſpe& for the Preſence of 


Fehovah, as their God and King, (for this 
was the fundamental Conſtitution of their 


Government, as well as Religion) will ſee how 
_ neceſſary it alſo was, that the Palace of Fe- 
Hovah as King, and the Preſence of Fehovah 
as God, ſhould be equal in Dignity and Mag- 


nificence to the Palaces of neighbour Kings, 


and the Temples of neighbour Idol Gods. 


That this Branch of Revenue was actually 


appropriated to theſe Uſes of the Tabernacle, 


was long ſince obſerved by a very learned 
7 _ | 1 9111 Author, 
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Author, in whoſe Words I ſhall chooſe to 
expreſs it: 


« There were two ſorts of Treaſurers to 
te the ſacred Revenues, ſome were Treaſurers 
« of the. firſt. Fruits and Tithes, others of o- 
ther things ſacred to God, and conſecrated 
to him as Vows, and the Redemption of 
* them, ſeem to be, the firſt-born alſo, and 
* Shekels of the Sanctuary; and finally all 
things, which being turned into Money, 
« were offered in the Temple. From this 
© laſt Treaſury was taken what was neceſſ- 


9 


for the daily Sacrifices on the Sabbaths and 


New Moons, and more ſolemn Feaſts, on 
* the Spices, Ointments, Flour, Offerings of 
“Wine and Oil, Frankincenſe and Shew- 
* bread. —The Portions of the Prieſts and 
Levites were paid them from the Treaſury 
* of the firſt ſort.“ 


That Branch of Revenue, which aroſe from Half - 


the Half-ſhekel Poll-tax, will deſerve a par- Shete!. 


ticular Conſideration, for other Reaſons be- 
ſides that moſt extraordinary. Account a late 
Author 


* Qyod vero ad quzſtores rerum ſacrarum attinet, duo 
fuerunt genera, quidam enim erant primitiarum & decima- 
rum. Alii aliarum rerum Deo ſacrarum, aut etiam conſc- 
cratarum, ejuſmodi videntur, fuifſe vota, eorumque redemp- 
tiones, & primogenitorum, ficli ſanctuarii, denique omnia 
Ila quz in pecuniam redacta templo offerebantur. Ex 
theſauro poſterioris generis depromebantur, quz erant neceſ- 
ſaria ad facrificium juge, ſacrificia ſabbatorum, neomenza- 
rum, & feſtorum ſolemnium, aromata, un ta, fimilam 
libamina vini & olei, thus & panes propoſitionis. Ex the- 
lauro prioris generis dabantur Sacerdotibus, & Levitis ſuz 
portiones, Bertram de Rep. Jud. I. xƷFᷓ . p. 271. 
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Author has given the World of it. The 
Law itſelf, by which this Tax was raiſed, thus 
Ex. xxx. enacts; And the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, 
11, 12. ſaying, when thou takeft the Sum of the 
Chilaren of Iſrael after their Number, the 
ſhall they give every Man a Ranſom fu 

- 2 ——— hen thou number 

eſe them that there be no Pl _— 

' them, when thou numbereſt ; th his 
they ſhall give every one that paſſeth 4 
mong them that are numbered, half a She 
bel after the Shekel of the Santtuary, . 
Shekel is twenty Gerahs) an Half She kel jhal 

be the Offering of the Lord. Every on 

that paſſeth among them that are nun 
bered, from twenty Tears old and upwards, 

ſtall give an Offering unto the Lord. Thr 

Rich ſhall not give more, and the Pour 

ſhall not give leſs than half a Shekel, when 

they give an Offering to the Lord to mak! 

an Atonement for your Souls; and thou 

falt take the Atonement-Money of thr 
Children of Iſrael, and ſhalt appoint it 

For the Service of the Tabernacle of tht 
Congregation, that it may be a Memorid 

unto the Children of Iſrael before the Lori, 

to make an Attonemeut for your Souls. 

It is-plain on the firſt view of this. Lay, 

that whatever Sum of Money this' Poll-ta 

might amount to, it was no part of the Por 

tion of the Prieſts and Levites ; for it is er 

preſly appropriated to the Service of the Ia 


bernacle of the Congregation, in particul! 
be towards 


FLO 
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towards the Building, or Ornaments of it, as | 
Biſhop Patrick has juſtly obſerved on the 
twelfth Verſe. This manifeſtly appears in 
the After · application of it; for this Money 
which amounted to an hundred Talents and 
: thouſand” ſeven hundred and threeſcore krodus 
nd * hekels, was all laid out in the . 
Ornaments of the Sanctuary, and Vail, and“ 
Pillars of the Tabernacle. 

it further deſerves Obſervation, that the 
ew makes the Payment of this Half. ſhe- 
el only an occaſional Tax for that time 
und occaſion, on erecting the Tabernacle; 

on here is no mention, not the leaſt intimation 

um n the Law, that it was to be raiſed annually, 
4nd to continue an annual Charge on the 

Ti coplc. 

8 Thelcarncd Ainſworth®* has therefore ex- 

ben reſſly obſerved : © Some do think that this 

ah Commandment was but for the preſent 
Building of the Sanctuary, and not to be a 

* yearly Tribute.“ And this Opinion, how 

range ſoever it may ſeem at firſt, ſince the 
onſtitutions of the Talmudiſts have continued 

t ſo long as an annual Payment, as to wear 

ut the memory of the ancient Uſage, is yet 

reatly countenanced by theſe two Conſi- 
icrations, For | | 


AW, 5 ef 
2 Firſt, The Law itſelf does certainly not 
Por Make it an annual Payment; now Laws 
erat are made for raiſing Money, are never 
IT fed to be ſo looſe as to direct only one Pay- 
culat H ment. 


®* finſwerth on Verſe 1b. 
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ment, and on a particular occaſion, and this 
an cxtraordinary one too, if they deſigned 
ſuch Money ſhould be raiſed annually and 
continue to be raiſed every Year, when the 
extraordinary occaſion for which it was 
given ſhould ceaſe. Whatever Reaſons then 
the Talmudiſts might have to perſuade the 
Hebrew Nation aftcrwards to raiſe this Poll- 
Tax anually, they could have no reaſon to 
lay any Obligation on the Hebrews from the 
original Law, which gives not the leaſt Direc- 
tion or Intimation concerning it. Beſides, 

Secondly, There is no Inſtance, or any 

Precedent in the whole Hebrew Hiſtory, 
of any ſuch Payment annually, or any Inti- 
mation that it was a ſtated Revenue of the 
Tabernacle or ſacred Treaſure, according to 
the Conſtitutions of Moſes, and original Laws 
of the Hebrew Government. 

Afterwards, it is well known, the Payment 
of an Halt-ſhekel became an annual Poll-Tax, 
There is a particular Title in the T al/mudical 
Conſtitutions called SchekalimÞ®, which very we 
particularly directs how it is to be payed. ve 

By theſe Conſtitutions of the Talmudiſts, 
all Perſons, Prieſts and Levites as well as [/ 
raelites, were cqually to pay this Tax; for Her 
the Conſtitutions declare none excepted, MW 
but Women, Servants, and Children, They Mc 
further make the Uſes of this Money alto-{W'ibr 

gether publicł, and allow not any the lea due 
part of it for the Prieſts or Levites. Let the ¶ Sen 
| learned 


* Schekalim, I. 1. $. 3, 4- 4 
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earned Helden give a juſt account of it, ac- 
ording to the Conſtitutions of the Talmu- 


difts. : | 


« From this facred Treaſury were ſuppli- 
© ed, not only the daily, monthly, yearly 
and ſabbatical Sacrifices, but alſo the Prieſts 
* and High-pricſts, Veſtments, and other 
things belonging to the Worſhip 3 moreo- 

* yer the Penſions of the Cenſors or Cura- 
tors of the Cities, of thoſe who taught 
* the Prieſts the Rites of Sacrificing, and the 
like; of thoſe who corrected the Books 
* which were written at Feruſalem; of thoſe 

* who were employ'd in the Adminiſtration - 
* of Juſtice, and of other Servants and 
Works of the Commonwealth. Finally, 
the Expences of repairing Walls, Caſtles, - 
* Water-courſes, and ſuch things, were payed 

* out of it, and this always according to a 

* Rate ſettled by the great Council, or San- 
* hedrim *.“ | 

This Poll-tax then, which a late FAuthor 
would repreſent as a moſt extraordinary Re- 
venue for the Pricſts, and as an enormous Op- 

1 preſſion 

* Ex ærario hoc ſacro, non ſolum ſacrificia illa, quotidiana, 
menſtrua, annua, ſabbatica, ſuppeditabantur, atque veſtes 
lacerdotales, pontiſiciæque, alia item ad cultum ſpectantia; 


verum etiam Cenſorum, five Curatorum Urbis; eorum qui 
lacerdotes ritus immolandi, atque id genus alios docerent, 


libros Hieroſolymis deſcriptos corrigerent, Judicia exercerent, 
aliorum etiam ejuſmodi Reipublice miniſtrorum, operarum- | 


que ſtipendia, ac mercedes in muros, arces, aquæductus, id 
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genus cætera reficienda, alioſque non diſhmiles tumptus, , ſol - 


vebantur, idque juxta Synedrii magni ſemper taxationem. 
Selden de Syncdr. J. iii. c. x. f. 3 Vol. II. 1634. 
+ Moral Philoſ. Vol. II. 137, &c. 


100 


Of the Civil Government 


8 preſſion of the Hebrew Nation, through the 
Knavery of Moſes, will really ſhew ſuch 
an inſtance of enormous Ignorance, or ſome- 


thing worſe in our Author, as is not to be 
excuſed in any Man who ſhall pretend to 
write on the Subject: For, let the amount of 
this Tax be what it will, the Prieſts and Le- 
vites were to pay it in common and equally 
with the whole Nation, and the Uſes of it 
were appropriated ſolely to the publick 
Charge of the Nation; nor had the Prieſts 
or Levites the Diſpoſal of any part of it in 
their own hands, all was to, be ordered by 
the great Council of the Nation or Sanhe- 
drim. 

After all, what was the real Value of this 
Revenue, which is repreſented as ſo enor- 
mous, our Author has given a very extraor- 
dinary Account of it. He reckons it the Sum 
of half a Shekel, payable three times every 


| Year; he reckons the Value of a Shekel at 


ren Shillings, and ſuppoſing it was paid by 
a million and ſix hundred thoufand Perſons, 
according to the Poll in the days of Joab, 


he concludes, it was equal to two millions 


and four hundred thouſand Shekels, or to one 
million and two hundred thouſand Pounds 
Sterling aYcar; a conſiderable Sum indeed! 
But in the firſt place our Author can know 
nothing at all, whether any Sum was ever 
paid, according to Jabs Poll, of one mil- 
lion and fix hundred thouſand Perſons, or 
whether there was any OY PRO for 


" 
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ſome hundreds of Years, both before and af- 
ter the Days of Joab or David. There is 
no mention of it in any part of the Hiſtory, 
there is no Law that requires it, nor is there 


any full Precedent of it any where to be 
found, till after the Deſtruction of the firſt 


Temple, with which Moſes and the original 
Conſtitution of the Hebrew Government 
have nothing at all to do. 

Beſides, what was it ſtruck our Author's 
Imagination to fancy this Tax was to. be paid 
three times every Ycat ? This is a Blunder, 
for which there is not the leaſt ſhadow of 
Reaſon, nor do I believe it ever enter d into 
any Man's Head, but our Author's. All Au- 
thors, without exception, that I have ever 
met with, make it a yearly Payment, not 
three times a Year, All agree with the learn- 
cd Selden*, © This facred Tribute was an- 

« nual,” And the Teſtimony of Zoſephus, 
alledged by him, puts it out of queſtion, thar 
Ve eſpaſian © ordered the Half-ſhekel to be 

te paid grey Year to the Capitol, as it was 
before uſed to be paid to the Temple of 
Feruſalem. And yet this enormous 
Blunder makes our Author's Computation, 
even in his own way of reckoning, three 
times as much as it ſhould be, and reduces 
his Sum of one million and two hundred 
thouſand Pounds to four hundred thouſand 
Pounds a Year, | 

1 Fo But 


® Selden ib. p. 1682. 
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Exodus 


Xxxviii. 


- 35, 26. 


threeſcore and fifteen Shekels. This is ſo 


Shekel and Talent, we know to a Willing the 
Sum in Engliſh Money. 


the exact Value of a Shekel, and ſo of a T+ 
_ whimlſically extravagant as to reckon the 
. Shekel at ten Shillings. 

little more than two Shillings and three 


thirty - four 1 four hundred and eleve 


Hooper, and the Agreement between th 
' Hebrew, the Phoenician, and the Attic 


the Shekel will be the fame Weight with the 
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But to ſet aſide all theſe chimericat Calcy 
lations, let us ſee what it did really produce, 
we have a real Poll and the Sum it produced 
to a Shekel in the Maſaical Hiſtory. The 
Poll was taken on fix hundred three thoy- 
ſand five hundred and fifty Men, and thc 
Sum at half a Shekel a Head, was one hun. 
dred Talents, one thouſand ſeven hundred 


exact, that when we know the Value of: 


Whatever Difference there may be, as to 
lent, no one before our Author was ever (0 

A very uſual Eſtimation of the Shekel i is 2 
ſomewhat leſs than half an Ounce Troy; 
pence Engliſh Money: then the Sum will 
Pounds near. 
But if we take the Valuation of the Sh: 
kel from the very accurate Accounts of Biſho 
Weight of Solon, taken from the Tyria 
Standard Tetradrachm of Athens. 


As this moſt judicious Author has obſen 
ed ſeveral Valuations of the Drachma, ont 


at the Weight of 68,4 Grains, which he ſu 
po 


r a nn 


narii under the firſt Roman Emperors ; let 
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poſes to hold from Solon to Alexander; an- 
other at 65,5 Grains, from thence to the 


Subjection of Greece to the Romans; and 
another of 62,57 Grains, equal to the De- 


us compute this hundred Talents, one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred threeſcore and fifteen 
Shckels at the higheſt rate of 68,4, Grains 
to the Drachma, which will make the Te- 
tradrachm or Shekel ſomewhat more than 
our half Ounce Troy; then the Sum will be 
forty-four thouſand four hundred and thirty- 
ſix Pounds near “. 

What ſort of moral Computation muſt 
our Author have uſed, to ſwell his Account 
to one million and two hundred thouſand 
Pounds; for he ſeems to underſtatd com- 
mon Numbers well enough to have ſeen the 
Truth. wk 

Bur our Author would have it, that the A 
Value of a Shekel is not to be taken from 
its Weight in Silver, which yet ſure is the 
intrinſick Value of all Coins; but from the 
Proportion of Money to other things. He 
produces an Inſtance to ſhew, that a Shekel 
ought to be computed at ten or twelve 
Shillings, for the Law directs a Man's Eſti-Leviticus 
mation at fifty Shekels. But whoever conſe «wii. 2. 
ders this very Inſtance, will ſee, it can no 
ways agree with his Value of a Shekel. The 
Law there ſets the Eſtimation of a Vow. Theſe 
ted Eſtimations in the Law ſeem to be de- 

H 4 fign'd 
_ * Hooper's Enquiry, 335, 337. 
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ſignd as a Modus not only to prevent all 
Numbers Diſputes, but to fix the Valuation at an eaſy 
xviii, 16. rate. Thus the Redemption of the firſt- 
Exod.xiii. born is fixed at five Shekels, and the firſt- 
"= ling of an Aſs at aLamb or Kidz which, con- 
7 5 ſidering the general Uſe and Value of Aſſes 
to ride upon and for Beaſts of Burthen, (for they 
had then no Horſes) was a very moderate k 
ſtimation. And as Vows were voluntary Acts, 
a low Valuation to encourage them ſeems 
much more likely to be deſign in the Law, 
than ſetting a very high Valuation, which 
would probably diſcourage them, if not al- 
together prevent the making of any. 
Now if theſe fifty Shekels are to be com- 
puted at ten Shillings each, the Redemption- 
| Money will come to twenty-five Pounds, a 
full Price for a Servant, an exceſlive = 
for the Redemption of a Vow ; whereas fifty 
Shekels, according to Biſhop Hoopers Valua- 
tion uſed above, will make the Redemption 
above ſeven Pounds ſeven Shillings, which is 
a ſufficient Eſtimation for ſuch a Redemp- 
tion : ſo that our Author's Calculation of 
this ſuppoſcd annual Tax, at one million and 
two hundred thouſand Pounds a Year, is an 
over reckoning of one million one hundred 
and fifty thouſand Pounds per Annum. 
Aud if after all, this Tax was not annual, 
as I am fully uaded is the truth of the 
calc, and that it was not paid above once or 
twice occaſionally, from the time of erecting 
the Tabernacle to the Deſtruction of the firſt 
Temple, 
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Temple, that is, for above nine hundred 
Vears; our Author will have overcharg d the 
Payments of the Hebrews above a thonſand 
million of Pounds Sterling ; more than as 
much again as the Purchaſe of all the Lands 
in England, in Fee, would amount to at 
twenty-five Years Purchaſe, 

It is the more neceſſary to be thus parti- 
cular, in ſhewing what was not the Portion 
of the Sons of Levi, by the Moſaical Con- 
ſtitution, becauſe without a juſt Obſervation 
of this Diſtinction we can neither rightly un- 
dcritand the true State of the Tribe of Levi, 
or the true Nature and Uſe of the publick 
Revenues of the Hebrew Government; for 
theſe were all the Revenues, for the civil 
Government, Laws and Religion of the 
whole Nation; and confidering all theſe Uſes 
of them, it will appear one of the moſt mo- 
dcrate, ancient ar modern Hiſtary can furniſh 
us with. 01-03 | 

But let us now ſce, what the proper Pro- Proper 
vi/ion for the Tribe of Levi was. Their Ls, 
proper Proviſion, as a Tribe, conſiſted in two rites. 
Articles: In forty-cight Cities, with their 
Territory for their Habitation; and in the 
Tithe of all the Produce of Fruit and Cattle. 
Both theſe are pretty well underſtood in ge- 
neral, but the political Wiſdom of this In- 
itution is not ſo well underſtood as it de- 
erves to be, becauſe it ariſes from ſome Ob- 
ervations which are commonly overlook d. 


z 
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8 Jehova ſhate unto Aaron, thou ſhalt have 


Levitical 


Cities. 


Numbers Command the Children of Iſtael that the 
xxxv. 2. give unto the Levites of the Inheritance 


live in; and it was convenient and wile, 


their Office in the beſt manner; .therefor: 


Vr the Cities round about them. —— An 


Of. the Civil Government 
All the Sons of Levi, including both 
Prieſts and Levites, were to have no Property 
in any of the Lands of Canaan, except only 
in forty-eight Cities for their Habitation, 
This is an expreſs and ſtanding Law, and 


no Inheritance in their Land, neither ſhalt 
thou have any part among them. I an 
thy 2 and thine inheritance among the 
Children of Iſrael. | 

But when the Levites were to have no 
Inheritance, as one of the Tribes of 1/rae!, 
it was neceſſary they ſhould have Houſes ti 


theſe Habitations ſhould be ſo diſpoſed as to 
enable them to perform the proper Duties d 


the Law aſſign d to them forty- eight Citiez 
ſome in each of the Tribes in which they 
were to dwell, and ſo by the Reſidence o 
ſome of the Levites in every one of th 
Tribes, they might moſt conveniently per 
form the Services to which they were ap 
pointed. Thus therefore the Law cnadts: 


their Poſſeſſion, Cities to dwell in; and it 
fall give alſo unto the Levites, Suburi! 


ye Hall meaſure from without the City u 
the Eaſt two thouſand Cubits, and on ti 
South-ſide two thouſand Cubits, and u 
the M eſt. ſid: two thouſand Cubits, and a 

| th 
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the North-fide two thouſand Cubits, and 


the City ſhall be in the midſt ; this ſhall be 
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to them the Suburbs of the Cities.— Co all Numbers 
the Cities which. ye ſhall give to the Le- 5: 


vites ſhall be forty and eight Cities, them 
ſtall ye give — their Suburbs ; and the 
Cities which ye ſhall give, ſhall be of the 
Poſſeſſion of the Children of Iſtaei, from 
them that have many, 75 ſhall give many; 
but from them that have few, ye ſhall 
give few ; every one ſhall give of his Ci. 
ties unto the Levites, according to his In- 
beritance which he inheriteth. 

When this Law was put in execution, we 
find the Levitical Cities were thus allotted. 


7, 8; 


Out of the Tribes of — Simeon and Joſh. xxi... 
Beni amin, - — — 13 5 5˙ 6, 7. 


Ephraim, Dan, Half. Tribe of Manaſſ, eh, 10 
Other Half Tribe of Manaſſeh, Hale, 
After, and Naphtali, 'Fr 3 


Lebulun, Reuben, and Gad, — 


48 
Each of theſe Cities eien four thou- 
ſand Cubits Square for their Suburbs or Ter- 
ritory, had about eight hundred and ten 
Acres aſlignd to cach of them according 
to the leſſer Cubit, and about eleven hun- 
dred and one according to the Meaſure of 
the greater Cubit; the Sum of which for 
the forty eight Cities, will amount to about 
fifty two thouſand eight hundred and forty- 
eight Acres. This you will obſerve is a very 
material Circumſtance. | It 


o 


da 
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It ſhews what a ſmall Proportion theſe Ci. 
ties of the Levite: bore, to the reſt of the 
promiſcd Land; and it opens another great 
Miſtake of a modern Author “, who remarks, 
that the Lands of the Levites would ſeem 
to amount to a ſeventh Part of the whole 


Country, though he is pleaſed to let them 
paſs for a tenth. 


In a foregoing Computation of the Con. 


tents of the promis d Land, it appear d, that 
at a larger Computation it contained nine- 


teen millions and two hundred thouſand 
Acres; at a mean Computation, fourtcen 
millions nine hundred and twenty-ſix thou- 
| ſand; and at the loweſt Computation, eleven 
millions two hundred and fixty-four thouſand. 
This would allow a large Remainder for pub 
ick Uſes, near twenty-three times as much 
as all the Levitical Cities amounted to: 
for when ten millions of Acres had been 


| ſhared among the Tribes, the Remainder is 


one million and two hundred thouſand A- 


cres and better; whereas all the Levitica 


Cities did not amount to fifty - three thou- 
ſand., You will then perceive at the very 
loweft Computation of the Contents of the 


Land of Canaan, that the Lands of the Le. 


Vuitical Cities are fo far from the Propor- 


tion of one ſeventh or one tenth, that they 


have not near the full Proportion of one in 
two hundred. But you will ſay, the / 
raclites were not in full poſſeſſion of the 
| promiſed 
* Moral Philof. vel. II. 17. 
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promiſed Land according to the original 
Grant, the Canaanites remain d many of 

chem ſtill in the Land. Be it ſo; was this 
me fault of Moſes and the Conſtitution, or 
was it the fault of the Maelites and a Breach 
of the Conſtitution, that the Canaanites 
were ſuffered to remain in the Land with 
them? However, what Proportion of the 
Land will you ſuppoſe the I/raelites did 
poſſeſs ? Will you allow it to be an half? 
Even on ſuch ſuppoſition, the Lands aſſigned 
to the Levitical Cities, will not amount to 
one in a hundred; a Proportion ſomewhat 
leſs than a ſeventh or a tenth. 

This is a true Computation of the Pro- 
portion of the Levitical Cities to the whole 
Land of Iſrael, if the four thouſand Cubits 
include the Areas of the Cities which are 
directed to be built in the midſt; and this 
is the Opinion of many learned Men. Me- 
wchins * has given a Plan of the Leuitical 
Cities, with their Ground about them, in 
vhich he meaſures the two thouſand Cubits 
ach way from the Centre of the whole 
Ground; and ſo from the middle of the 
City, which he ſuppoſes to meaſure a thou- 
and Cubits within and a thouſand Cubits 
ithout the Walls, each way from the Cen- 
re. But not to depend on the Opinions of 
learned Men, let us ſee what the Law itſelf 
lirects. It is ſaid at the fourth Verſe, Aud Number 
he Suburbs of the Cities which ye ſhall giugnoaxv. 4,5. 

io 
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to the Levites, ſhall reach from the Wall 
of the City, and outward a thouſand Cubits 
round about. Now in meaſuring from the 
Wall of the City outward, the Law appoints 
one thouſand Cubits only, not two thou- 
ſand; which Crotius ſeems well to expreſs“, 
It was but one thouſand Cubits to the Ci- 
«ties. The next Verſe indeed directs, you 
ſhall meaſure from without the City on the 
Eaſt-ſide two thouſand Cubits, and ſo each 
way. At firſt view it is plain, that theſe two 
Directions cannot be meant of the ſame Mea- 
ſure, from and to the very ſame Place, or 
from the Walls of the City to the End of 
the Ground without the Walls; it muſt be 
meant of different Meaſures, and therefore 
of different Places. In the firſt caſe, meaſure 
from the Walls outward to the End of the 
Suburbs, and it will be a thouſand Cubits : 
In the other caſe, meaſure from without the 
City, or from the End of the Suburbs in- 
ward, and ſo into the City, and to the Cen- 
tre of the whole Ground, and it will be two 
thouſand Cubits each way. 

This gives a juſt and eaſy Senſe to theſe 
Directions, and the Difference is no more 
than meaſuring outward from the Walls in 
one caſe, and from the Parts withour the 
City into the City itſelf in the other caſe: 
ſo that one Meaſure gives the Contents of 
the Suburbs alone, the other the Contents 
. of the Suburbs and Cities together. 

£17" 0 
* Spatium mille Cubitorum acceſſo Urbium. 


| of the HEBREwWS., 
Yet as it is thought by ſome, that the A- 


reas of the Cities are not included in the 
four thouſand Cubits ſquare, let an Addition 
be made for the Areas of rhe Cities, what 
ſhall it be, a thouſand, fifteen hundred, or 
two thouſand Cubits ſquare? Be it two thou- 
ſand, then the whole being a Square of fix 
thouſand Cubits, or thirty-ſix millions of 
ſquare Cubits, will be ſomewhat more than 
as much again as the former Computation, - 
or as thirty-ſix to ſixreen. Let then, if you 
will, an Allowance be made to the Leviti- 
cal Cities of an hundred and ten thouſand 
Acres, inſtcad' of near fifty-three thouſand in 
the former Calculation, this will not amount 
to a tenth of the Remainder of one million 
two hundred thouſand Acres, after the Di- 
viſion of ten millions, and is not one in a 
hundred to eleven millions two hundred 
and ſixty- four taouſand, the very loweſt Con- 
tents of the whole Land. | 
The Tenth however, it may be ſaid, was be. 
vo a very unequal Portion for the Levites. 
Our Author's Computation of this Revenur, : 
:(c W's as curious and exact as his former Calcu- 
re lations have appeared to be. | 
in This, he ſays, Was a Tenth of all the o- 
he “ riginal natural Produce of the Soil, in 
ſc: “ Corn, Oil, Wine, and Fruit; and as this 
of WM © Tenth was free from Labour and Expence, 
nts it muſt have been at leaſt three Tenths of 
the annual Rent of the Land. After this 
et had been taken away, the Pricſthood had a 
- » © Tenth 
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te Tenth of all the Beaſts and the firſt born of 
<« all Beaſts; this muſt have much exceeded a 
« Tenth, but I ſhall reckon them both at two 
* Tenths, or one Fifth; now ſince the Stock 
te upon an Eſtate muſt, upon an Avetage, a. 
mount to at leaſt two annual Rents, one 
< Fifth will be two Fifths or four Tenths of 
* the annual Rent, which with the other three 
make ſeven Tenths*.” The following Ar- 
ticles of the Levitical Cities and the Half. 
ſhekel Poll- tax, which, with our Author make 
three Tenths more, to ſhew the Revenue of 
the Prieſthood amounted to the full annual 
Rent of the whole Land, have been ſo fully 
conſidered before, that I ſhall beg leave to 
caſt them out of this Reckoning, eſpccially 


as in our preſent Queſtion concerning the 


Tithes, it is — could not be 
any part of them. 

But are not ſeven tenths of the annual 
Rent a molt burthenſome Tax? Does it not 
amount to fourteen Shillings in the Pound! 
True; but what if our Author's Computs- 
tions of ſeven Tenths prove, on examination, 
like his foregoing Calculations? Examine 
them, and ſee. 

The Prieſthood had, | he ſays, a Tenth of 
the natural Produce of the Soil in Corn, 
Oil, Wine, and Fruit. This was then a Tenth 
Of what Soil, 
I beſeech you? Not ſure of Paſture, Mea- 
dow, Woodlands, "ENS not 2 


- Moral Plat Vol. II. 137. 


of the HAN. | 

he whole Land, as our Author would have 
you underſtand it. | | 
The Reaſons for which, be to himſelf ; 


pf the Land of Canaan produced Corn, 
Vine, Oil, and Fruits, he muſt certainly 
onclude without Premiſſes, when he makes 
t amount fo any determined Proportion of 
he whole Land, or cven fo aſcertain any. 
dum for the Produce of the arablc Lands or 
ruit-Grounds themſelves. 

It is probable the Arable Lands and Fruit- 
rounds, were not a third part of the whole 
ountry, and then our Author's Computa- 
ion, inſtead of three tenths of the annual 
lent of the whole, will be but one third 
f a tenth of the whole Produce ; that is, 
will be no more of the whole Produce 
an three Pounds ſix Shillings and eight-: 
ence per Cent. 

As to the Tithes of Cattle, you will ob- 
erve that the Firſt-born, as has been ſhewn 
efore, belongs to another Account; what- 
ver that Revenue was, it belonged to the 
reaſury of the Temple, and was no 

f the proper Revenue of the Levites. 


of Wl © Bur the Prieſthood, fays our Author, 


m, had a Tenth of all the Beaſts ; this muſt 
th have exceeded a Tenth, but I ſhall reckon 
il them at two Tenths, or one Fifth. And 
e ſiace the Stock upon an Eſtate muſt, 
of upon an Average, amount to ar leaſt two 


hc annual Rents; one Fifth will be two 
t « Fifths, 


hüt till our Author can aſcertain how much 
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4 Fifths, or four .Lenths, of, the. annual I; 
“ Rent.” 
Here we muſt ask our Author, what an- 
nual Rent does he mean? Sure he ſhould MW: 
mean no other Rent than of the Paſture- . 
* Grounds; for what ſort of Cattle are Corn. . 
| fields, Olive-trees, or Vines uſed to produce? . 
| Here our Author concludes without Pre-. 
miſſes, till he can aſcertain what was the . 
Proportion of Paſture-Ground to the reſt of . 
the Land of Canaan. It might be, for any 
| thing he knows to the contrary, but one 
| Tenth, or but half a Tenth of the whole 
| Produce; though he puts it. down at four 

Tenths, with his uſual Aſſurance. 

There is another Queſtion, that deſeryes 
particular attention on this head. The 
Prieſthood had, our Author ſays, one Tenth 
of all the Beaſts: What, had the Pricſthood 
one Tenth of all the Beaſts, fed in all the 
| Paſtures of the Hebrew Land? Had the 
Prieſts the tenth Fleece of all Sheep fed in 
them, or any Conſideration for the Herbagt 
or Feeding of any Cattle throughout the 
whole Land? Where do you find any ſuch 
Conſtitution, or Cuſtom ? The Law onlj 

Lev Avi. "tr concerning the Tithe of the Herd 
i of the Flock, even of whatſ7 Gi 44 N 

Jer the Rod, the 2 ſtall be hub 
Gra the Lord. As to the cuſtom of tithing, 
according to this Law, let the learned Se 150 
den inform us: © For their Cattle oi no 
88 © the Increaſe of them, one Tithe only ws 


os paid; 
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paid, and that to the Leviter. At the Tith- 
« ing they uſed to Thut the Lambs for ex- 
« ample in a Sheep-coat, where the Straitneſs 
te of the Door might permit but one at once 
© to come out; then opening the Door, ei- 
* ther gently to hunt them out, or placing 
* the Ewes bleating near them without, ſo 
to cauſe them to run out one by one, a 
« Servant ſtanding at the Door, with a Rod 
e coloured with Oker, ſolemnly told to the 
« Tenth, which Tenth with his Rod he 
marked: fo they underſtand going under 
enn | 

For all our Author's Dexterity in Calcula- 
ion; to make the Tithes of the Hebrews 
amount to a full annual Rent of tlie whole 
and, you evidently ſee it does not amount 
o one Tenth of the annual Produce ; which 
cording to his own Eſtimate of the Produce, 
theW&-oual to three annual Rents, will not be a 
theull quarter of the whole: for it is moreo- 
ug er to be obſerved that the whole Land was 
22 Wot tithcable, no Woodlands, no Timber, 


tr Sylva cædua, paid any Tithe at at all, even 
ſucilWhc whole Cattle the moſt conſiderable Part 
on! Wt the Hebrew Husbandry paid only a Tithe 
leihe the Young. So that when the tenth 
ſeti amb, Calf, Sc. were paid for Tithe, the 
ho) emainder paid nothing more, eithcr in 
ing, 


Vool or for Herbage, how many Years ſo- 
ver they were kept for any uſe. So thatrhe 
'nole Country of the Hebrzws did by no 

n I en. 05 ans 
» Selden of Tithes, c. il. f. * III. p. 1085. 
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means pay a Tenth of the Produce. The 
greater Part of the Land in Quantity, and 


_ 
likely the larger Produce in Quality, all the WI 
Woodlands and Graſing-grounds, either paid 
nothing at all, or ſo ſmall a matter that it 
could not amount to near one Tenth. t 
But is there not mention of a ſecond, and t 
| even of a third Tithe? As there is a little ob ¶ t 
ö ſcurity in what the Hebrew Authors have if < 
- written concerning this Tithe, which ſeems if | 
to have miſ-lcd ſome into miſtaken Notions ll t 
| as if this was a part of the Levitical or Nui a 
| tional Revenue, and to have given occaſion Wl t! 
to others to miſ-repreſent the Hebrew Conf te 
ſtitution as unreaſonably partial to the Lt 
vites; let it be examined ſomewhat more pa: cl 
ticularly. * at 
Deut. xiv. There is a Direction in the Law, Tha v 
23, 24 ſbalt eat before the Lord thy God in th: *« 
Place which he ſhall chooſe to place hi 9) 
Name there, the Tithe of thy Corn, of th i 
Wine, and of. thine Oil, and the Firſtlimi I 
of thy Herds and of thy Flocks, that thn 
mayeſt learn to fear the Lord thy God dl 
| ways. lt is further directed, that if the Plac it. 
25. be too far, then ſhalt thou turn it into Me br 
ney, and bind up the Money in thine Hani 
and ſbalt go to the Place which the Lon '# 
thy God ſhall chooſe. To what Uſes thi ha 
Money 9% dgneny the Law further de * 
26. clares; And thou ſhalt beſtow that Moni */ 
for whatſoever thy Soul luſteth after, fi /* 
Oxen or for Sheep, or for Wine, or th 
iS > Fra . 
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Prong Drink, or whatſoever thy Soul de- 
ſireth ; and thou ſhalt eat there before the 
Lord thy God, and thou ſbalt rejoice, thou 
and thy Houſbold. The plain meaning of 
this Law is no other than an Injunction on 
the Hebrew Nation, to uſe one part of 
their Income in Hoſpitality, to rejoice in the 
Goodneſs of God when they came before 
his Preſence, to acknowledge they owed all 
their Bleſſings to his Protection and Favour, 
and to glad the Hearts of the Poor, the Fa- 
therleſs and the Widow with a chearful En- 29. 
tertainment, imitating the Goodneſs of God 
to themſelves by ſuch Acts of Kindneſs to o- 
thers; but this was left intirely to the Owner, 
and his Good-will, on what to ſpend it, and 
whom to entertain. He is expreſſly allowed 
to lay it out for whatſoever his Soul luſteth 
after, or defireth. This is therefore not un- 
fitly called by the Hebrew Writers, The 
Tithe of Feaſts and the Poor Man's Tithe. 

But what was the third Tithe? The fol- 
lowing Direction of the Law may explain 
it. At the end of three Tears thou ſhalt 28, 1g. | 
bring forth all the Tithe of thine Increaſe 
the ſame Tear, and ſhalt lay it up within 
thy. Gates; and the Levite (becauſe he 
hath no Part nor Inheritance with thee,) 
and the Stranger, and the Fatherleſs, and 
the Widow, which are within thy Gates, 
ſhall come and eat and be ſatisfy d, that 
the Lord thy God may eſt thee in all 
the Work of thine hand which thou docſt. 

AS 5 
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This is a Direction how the Tithe of Feaſt, 
or of the Poor, ſhould be uſed the third Tear. 
It was not to be ſpent every Year at the Place 
of the Preſence, or where the Shechinah re- 
ſided 3 but the third Year it was to be ſpent 
at home in their own City. So that what is 
called the third Tithe, is what the Law ſpeaks 
of as the Tithe of the third Tear, which was 
to be ſpent every third Year in their own 
Cities. 
Let us ſee how the learned Selden repre- 
ſents this Matter: This firſt Tenth paid 
« (viz. the Levites Tenth) the remaining 
nine, were accounted profane or for com. 
mon Uſe; yet not to be ſpent by the 
“ Pofleflor, until he had taken out of 
*-theſe nine another Tithe, which he was 
the firſt rwo Years to carry to Jeruſalem, 
 ——and ſpend it there at the Temple in 
Feaſts, — and every third Year the ſame he 
was to ſpend upon the Poor and Levites, 
| within his own Gates.—This other Tithe 
| te they call their ſecond Tithe, or Tithe of 
| < Feaſts, Some make a third, as Tobit; 
| but he means only the Tithe of the thitd 
« Year; that is, the Tithe which every third 
Year after the firſt Tithe paid was to be 
« Jaid up by the Husbandman in his own 
« Gates, for- the Levites within his Gates 
« the Stranger, the Fatherleſs, and the Wi: 
< dow, which 7oſephus alſo names a third 
< Tithe to be beſtowed every third Year, and 
bog this the Rabbins call the Poor Man: 
= .- * © ©" Tithe 
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« Tithe; and i it is alſo intituled a a third, but 
. falls better under the ſecond of our Divi- 
« ſion, and need not to be made a third. 
« Nor is it *.” 

Theſe ſohnd and third Tithes then ſeem 
to be one and the ſame, only to be uſed at 
different times in a different manner for two 
Years at the Place of the Preſence, and the 
third Year at Home; but it is evident they 


were no. property of the Levites, no na- 


tional Tax, gr aſſigned for any publick Uſes. 
The Law' appropriates them to Hoſpitality, 
according as the Owner himſelf ſhall chooſe, 
to rejoice their Houſhold, the Stranger, the 
Fatherleſs and the Widow, among whom 
they were not to forſake the Levites; many 
of whom, eſpecially their Fatherleſs and Wi- 
dows, might ſtand in need of their Neigh- 
bouts Hoſpitality, as much, perhaps more, 
than the other Inhabitants of their Cities. 


There is one thing OS to the Levitical Cmfudere- 


tions given 
the Le- 


Revenucs, which a late Author has paſſed o- 3 
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ver in deep ſilence; with Art enough for his vw fir 


purpoſe, _ but hardly with that Regard for * 
Truth one might have expected from a 
Moral Philoſopher. The Tithe is repreſent- 
cd as very great, and the more valuable, as 
the Levites had ſo large a Portion of the 
Produce of the Land, aſſigned them without 
any Labour or Expence of their own; but 
why were not the Reaſons and Conſiderations 
of this Aſſignment taken into the Account 2} 

14 10 

* Selden of Tithes, c. ii. 5. 2, 3. V. III. p. 1083. 
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To put a true Eſtimate on this Proviſion for Ml th 
the Levites, a Love of Truth and Juſtice, WM th 
which I take to be moral Virtues, require we 01 
ſhould obſerve, whether any Conſideration Ml in 
was given tor this Aſſignment, and whall & 
that Conſideration was? It was not a burthen- 7. 
ſome Tax on the other Tribes, only for thei: 
Support as a national Clergy; for the Le 
vites gave up their own Property and Pri- 
vileges as a Tribe to the Nation, and took 
upon themſelves the national Services of the 
mga ad and of the Law, as a Conſideration 
for it 
The Tribe of Levi was one of the Tribes 
of Iſrael, as much as Judab or Ephraim 
It had as juſt a claim to a Proportion of the 
promiſed Land for an Inheritance as any of 
the other Tribes; the Tribe of Levi then had 
a previous natural Right to a Share in thc 
Land in full Property, and to an indepen: 
dent Government, as a Tribe under its own 
Prince, and Heads of Families, as any of the 
other Tribes had, according to the Hebreu 
Conſtitution. 
Let, as the peculiar Service of the Levites 
made it inconvenient their time ſhould be 
taken up with Husbandry and Arms, or that 
they ſhould live together as one Tribe, which 
would have been inconſiſtent with their Study 
of the Law, and the national Advantages 
deſign d by their Knowledge of it; it was 
ould & by the Conſtitution, that they 
ould give up their ſhare of the Land — 
N c 
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the Publick ; and for the better PA, of 
the Publick, that they ſhould part with their 
own Government and Security as a Tribe, by 
inhabiting together in one Province, and be 
ſeparated throughout all the Tribes of IV 
rael under the Government, and ſubject to 
the Power of that Tribe where they had their 
Habitation. 

Now ſo much of the Tithes, as the Levites 
thus purchaſed for a valuable Conſideration, 
ought to be accounted their own- proper E- 
ſtare, as much as an Annuity paid by a Govern- 
ment for a Sum of Money advanced by the 
Annuitants for the Service of the Publick. 
Let us juſt obſerye what this may reaſonably 
amount to. | 

The Levites were a thirteenth Tribe; 
to make the Computation leſs exceptionable, 
let their Proportion of Land be eſtimated at 
a fifteenth, Then in every hundred Pounds 
a Year Produce, the Levites Property would 
have been ſix Pounds thirteen Shillings near. 
Now the Tenth of one hundred. Pounds a 
Year amounting to ten Pounds, the Levites 
really received no more above their own 
Property, as one of the Tribes of Irael, 
than three Pounds ſeven Shillings, or not 
three and a half per Cent. 

But there are other Conſiderations of con- 
ſderable Conſequence, as I apprehend, in 


Fs e ELLA 
The 


1 


| 
1 
[i : 
4 
1 
1 
1 
þ * 
|| 
"1h 
. 
N 
wy 
14 
= 
1 
4 
| 
+ 4 
0 
Ri 
”"; 
|} 
N 
ö 
J 
{ 


I” I —— ET RI: 


14 
14 


122 


the Country, either by ill Husbandty or ac 


annual. Produte, not an annual 
and had tlie Levires kept their Propetty in I m 
their own Poſſeſſion, they would have rc Pe 
ceived not one Rent only, but the whole thret 
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The 'Levites in this Exchange, of a real 
Eſtate fot an Annuity, gave up Poſſeſſion, ind 
yielded away all the Advantages of perſona 
Property, and independent Government, 
They trufted ſolely to the national Faith, for 
the ſecure Payment of their Annuity 3 they 
diveſted themſelves of all Power of Re-entry 
upon Non- Payment, and ran the hazard of 
the Infolvency of ahy Tribe, ox any Part of 


cidental Damages, by reaſon of Contentions 
at home, br Invalions from abroad; 6 
that no Micfortune could befall cither the 
Hebrew Nation, or any one of the Tribes; 
but the Levites Annuity Muſt feel i.” and 
ſuffer a Deficiency by it. 
kutther it may be obſerved, how little to 
the purpoſe the moral Philoſopher has diſtin 
guiſhed, between an annual Rent and an 
annual Produce. For the Property given by N 
the Levites to the Publick, and actually d 
tributed among the other T ribes, gave up the 
"Rent only; 


Rents. It is true, then they muſt have kept Pe 
their Farms in their own hands, and have 
been employ d in Husbandry with the reſt of 
their Neighbours, which now others were to 
do for them; but what then? Was it an une 


qual Convention, that the Nation fhould do 
for 


f 4he HreBrEwWSs. 
for the Levites their Work of Husbandry, 


hs the Leyites were to do for the whole | 


Nation all the Services of the Sanctuary, and 
= where to aſſiſt the Adminiſtration of 


Juſtice, by their Study and Knowledge of the 


Law ? It was highly. neceſſary ſome Perſons 
ſhould be appointed to theſe Services, when 
the Levites were appointed to them, and freed 
all others of the Natipn from them. It was 
moſt equitable, that the Nation ſhould free 
the Levites in their turn from the Care 


of Husbandry, that they might be able ta do 


the national Services for which they were 
appointed, 

Before we take leave of this Part .of the 
Hebrew Conſtitution, let us view it in one 
light which is not very common, though it 
ſeems obvious and plain enough. 
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The Rank of the Prieſts and Levites, a AS Care & 
Miniſters of Religion, as the Men of beſt zreverr 


Underitanding and Knowledge in the Laws, 


foo muc 
Pawer in 


as of great Intereſt in the Nation and In- te Le- 
duence in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, "© 


might have proved too great a Balance of 


Power in one Tribe, if they had retain d 
with theſe Advantages a conſiderable Pro- 
perty in Land and an united independant 
Government in themſelves, as one of the 
Tribes of Iſtael, according to the Model of 

the other Tribes or Provinces. 
I cannot but look upon it as a wiſe In- 
tention, and an original Deſign in the Con- 
g ſtitution, 
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even on a ſuſpicion of any ill 


diſturb the Peace or endanger the Libertics 
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ſtitution, appointed with great political Skill 
to cut off all poſſible Abuſe of ſuch Power 


and Influence, as their Character might gi: 


them. By theſe. means they were depriy 
cd of all Power to hurt the Liberty of the 
other Tribes, or any ways endanget th: 
Conſtitution by any ambitious Views ot 
Projects: for not only all the Eſtates of the 
Levites, but their Perſons too, were given 


into the hands of the other Tribes, as ſo mz 


ny Hoſtages and as a Security for their good 
Behaviour. They were ſo ſeparated from 
one another, that they could no way mu 
tually aſſiſt each other in any ambitiou 
Deſign. They were ſo diſperſed _ 
the other Tribes, that it was abſolutely 

their power, upon any nationa! Quarrel, 1 
eſigns of 
the Levites, to put a ſtop to their whole 
Livelihood, and ſeize on all their Perſons 
at once. You may hence perceive, that 
whatever Power or Influence the Conſtitu 
tion gave the Levites to do good, the ſame 
Conſtitution carefully provided to put it 
out of their power to do ill, either to 
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kill | l CH A P. VII. 

Union of the Tribes, or general 
Government of the HI III. 
Nation. | 


PHE Polity of the Hebrew Government 
we have ſcen fettled, each of the 
Tribes of Iſracl in their Lots or Portions 
of the Holy Land, as fo many diſtinct Pro- 
vinces 3 each Province having its particular 
Government or Scepter, and ordering its 
own Affairs by its own Princes, Heads of 
Families, Elders and Courts. The Tribe of 
Levi had a particular Conſtitution, different 
from all the reſt, as it was deſign'd for dif- 
ferent Services of the Sanctuary and the 
Law; but the Wiſdom of this Conſtitution 
did not only provide for the good Govern- 
ment of each Tribe within itſelf, it took 
car alſo to provide for the common Wel- 
fare of the whole Nation, as it was to be 
one- Kingdom of Fehovah, to unite their 
Counſels, their whole Strength and Power, 
for the common Defence and Proſperity of 
the whole. 

But wherein this Union of the Tribes into 
one Body did conſiſt, is not commonly ſo 
well underſtood as one would wiſh, who is 
deſirous to ſee the true Plan of this Govern- 

ment, 
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in the Adminiſtration of the gericral Go- 
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ment, and diſpoſed to perceive the Wiſdom 
of this Conſtitution, - na 

Though the Hiſtory of the Hebrews i alt 
ſhort, and they very ſoon departed in many ſta 
things from the original Canſtitution, after 
the Adminiſtrations of Moſes and Foſbus; 
yet there is ſo plain Evidence of the Con- 
gregation of IJ/rael, of a great Council ot 
Senate of Elders, of a Fudge or a Stadt. Mer. 
holder, of the Voice of 'ehovah, his Word, ta 
or Oracle, in the general Adminiſtration, 
and in Affairs that concerned the whole 
Nation; that every onę muſt obſerve, theſe 
made a conſiderable Part of the Hebreu Ir. 
Government, and that the Union of the 
Tribes into one Government was intended 
to be placed in them; in theſe were'theit 
Councils to be united, by them their jolnt t. 
Forces were to be directed. Thus they be- 
came one united Body for the Preſeryation 
of their common Liberty, Peace and Reli 
gion, againſt all Oppoſition, how much ſo n 
ever each of the Tribes was made indepen- 
dent of the other particular Tribes, and ſo . 
vereign in its own Tribe, in the Admi: 
niſtrarion of Juſtice within itſelf. 

If we ſuppoſe the Congregation of Iſrael, 
the great Council, the Judge or Stadtholder, 
and the Voice of the Oracle, all concurred W'< 


vernment, it will caſily appear that the gc 
neral Union of the Tribes as one Body may 
be conceived after this manner that the 
Congre 


25 
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on {Congregation of Mael, or the os — 


nated 3 that the great Council adviſed, con- 


dtadtholder preſided in their Councils, and 


2;Wclolvcd in them and that the Oracle was 
on o aſſent to and approve what was reſolved, 
ot nd authorize the Execution of it in Mat- 
ers of the greateſt Importance to the whole 
State : fo that the general Union of the 


— It was by the Command of the 
ople, and Advice of the Senate, the Judge 
dre filing, and the Oracle approving®*. 


the! Let us a little examine theſe Particulars, 
ded Wand ſee whether there is not. ſufficient rea- 
xcit Won thus to confider the Conſtitution of the 
nt Wtates-General of the united Tribes of F 


ael. 


tion; for theſe ,, States-General, whether 
onſidered each of them ſeparately, or all 
of them with mutual and joint Conſent, 


ler, had no Authority veſted in them either to 
red Nrepeal Laws in being, or to make new Laws. 


30- The Laws of this Nation were the Laws of 
ge. Fehovah, 


the WEI 


alted; and propoſed that the Judge or 


ad the chief hand in cxecuting what was 


hole Nation may not improperly be thus 


* Jubente Populo ex Senatus Conſulto, præſideate Conſule, 
6 
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But before e proceed to Particulars, it No proper | 


y ſcrve much to prevent Miſtakes in this} legiflative 


Power in 
Inquiry, to make one previous Obſervation, thi: Confi- 
hat. there were no proper legiſlative . 


powers lodged any where in this Conſtitu- 
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Fehovah theſe were ſo ſacred as to be ul. 
alterable in a much higher ſenſe, than the 
Laws of the Medes and Perſians. Fehs- 
vah was the only Lawgiver, and there 
is an expreſs Law which enacts: Nou 


therefore, O Iſrael, hearken unto the Sta. 


Ttutes and unto the Fudgments which 
T teach you, for to do them; that ye may 
live and go on, and poſſeſs the Land, which 
the Lord God of your Fathers giveth you. 
Te frall not unto the Word which J 
command you, neither ſhall ye diminiſ 
ought from it, that ye may my the Com 
mandments of the Lord your God, which 
J command you. 

The ſame Command is repeated, What 
thing ſoever I command you, obſerve ti 
do it, thou ſhalt not thereto or di. 
miniſh from it. 

From hence a learned Author juſtly con- 
cludes, “ That the Right of Sovereignty, 
* which conſiſts in making Laws, was not 
given to any by the Hebrew Conſtitu- 
tion “.“ It was a Right Fehovah re. 
ſervd to himſelf, who only gave his Lay 
to 1/rael; and another eminent Author has 
very truly obſerved of the Tribes of Iſrael 


© That the Power of Legiſlature could not 


in a proper ſenſe belong to them; for 
| | «c tho 


Hoe jyitur argumento maximo eſt, juris illius Majeſtatis, 
quod in legibus ferendis eſt poſitum, . peries 
bomingm tuiſſe, Conringius de Republ, Heb, 5. 10. p. m 
246. 
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tho they might, and did make ſuch Rules 


4 o 


« as we commonly call B/ Laus, yet the 
Law of Moſes. was their unalterable Law, 
« both for civil and eccleſiaſtical Affairs *.” 
nerever then the Union of the Tribes was 

placed, we muſt not expect to find any pro- 
per legiſlative Authority or Power; for the 
Laws both in Affairs civil and eccleſtaſtical, 
being at the firſt given by God himſelf, were 
by his Authority made facred and unal- 
erable. | 

Yet till, there were many things in the due 
Obſervation and Execution of theſe Laws re- 
ating to the common Intereſts of the whole 
People, concerning which the Laws had 

ade no particular Proviſion, or given par- 
icular Directions. In ſuch caſes it was ne- 
eſſary the Hebrew Nation ſhould have a na- 
ional Authority, both in taking Advice and 
n executing what ſhould be reſolved upon, 
as the common Concern of the whole People. 
hus the united Counſels and Force of the 
Nation were under the Direction of the Con- 
gregation of Irael, the Senate of Elders or 
preat Council, the Judge and the Oracle. 
Let us examine the proper Parts of each, a 
ittle more diſtinctly. 


 ®' Bp. Sherlock, Diſſert. III. 317. 
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CC AP. VL 
Congregation of all Iſrael, 


RES! DES the Aſſembly or Congregation 

of the Hebrew People in each particu- 

lar City, and in each Tribe, which have been 
conſidered before in the provincial Govern- 

ment of the Tribes; there is alſo mention of 

all the Congregation of the Chidren of / 

rael, and all the Children of Hrael, even all 
lang the Congregation, and the whole Congre- 
tion of the Lord. This Aſſembly or Con- 
gregation of the whole People is diſtinguiſh'd 

from the Princes and Elders. Moſes is di- 

rected to make two Silver Trumpets, and if 

Numbers they blow with them, all the Aſſembly ſtall 
21. _ aſſemble themſelves at the Door of the 
abernacle of the Congregation ; and if 

| they blow with one * only, then 
the Princes which are Heads of the Thow 
fands of Iſrael, ſhall gather themſelves to. 
gether. hen Moſes came down from 
Mount Sinai, with the two Tables in his 
Num>-*- hand, firſt Aaron and all the Rulers of the 
\ Congregation came to him, and Moſes talk- 
ed with them, and afterwards al/ the _ 

ren 


There were two ſuch Aſſemblies of the People in the 
IL acedemonian Government, the one of thoſe who were In- 
habitants of the City, called Mixes EXXANCI0» the leſſer 
Aſſembly ; the other of all the Iniabitants of the Country 
of Laconia, called fimply the Aﬀembly, or Exzauo:ia. Crap 
de Repub, Lacedam, J. i. 6.Vii. p. 48. 
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dren of Iſrael came nigh, and he gave them 
in command all that the Lord had ſpoken 
unto him on Mount Sinai. Then MoſesExodus 
gathered all the Congregation of the Chil. 1, 
dren of Iſrael „ and ſuid unto them, 
Theſe are the Words which the Lord hathxxxv. 1. 
commanded that ye ſhould do them. When 
Moſes was directed to propoſe God's Co- 
yenant to the People, and declare to them 
his Promiſe of peculiar Protection, Favour, 
and Bleſſing, and to take their Homage and 
Promiſe of Obedience to him as God and 
King, 1t was propoſed to them in this Form : 
Now therefore if ye will obey my Voice in-xix. 5. 
deed, and keep my Covenant, then ye ſball 
be 4 2 | Treaſure unto me above all 
People. Moſes ſummons the People to con- 
ſent to this Covenant, and promiſe their Al- 
legiance 3 And Moſes came and called the 
Elders of the 1 and laid before their 
Faces all theſe Words, which the Lord 
commanded him; and all the People an- 5. 
ſwered together and ſaid, all that the Lord 
hath ſpoken we will do. 8 
Joſbua, after the Settlement of 1/rael, and 
when he was grown old, called for 40 Iſrael, 
or ſummoned a: full Hebrew Parliament; 
that is, he called for their Elders, for their Joſh.xxiii, 
Heads, and for their Fudges, and for their" 2. 
Officers ; and Foſhua gathered all the Tribes 
0 2 to Shechem, and called for the 
ders of Iſrael, and for their Heads, and 
for their Fudges, and for their Officers, 
K 2 | a 


NA 
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and they preſented themſelves before God; 
Joſh.xxiii. and Foſhua ſaid unto all the People, Thus 

1,2. faith the Lord God of Iſrael. 
Who were When this Aſſembly is called all the Con. 
the Mem- gregation of Iſrael, all Iſtael, the whole 
"ho — Congregation of the Lord, ſo full Expreſſions 
tim ſhould ſeem to mean, that every one who 
was a free Iraelite had a right to enter into 
this Congregation, as ſoon as arrived at law- 
ful Age; at leaſt that the ſix hundred thou- 
ſand who entered into the Covenant, and 
were made unalienable Frecholders, and held 
their Eſtates of Fehovab in chief by military 
Service, were Members of it according to 
Joſh.xxiji. the Conſtitution. Vet when the Congregs 
24. tion of all T/7ael is ſaid to be called, it ſeems 
to be no more in ſome caſes than ſummon- 
ing the Elders, Heads, Judges and Officers, 
is when Foſbua called for all 1/ael, and when 
he gathered all the Tribes of 1/rael to She- 
chem. He called for the Elders of 1/7ael, 
and for their Heads, and for their Judges, and 
for their Officers; and theſe ſeem to be no 
more than theſe Elders, Heads, Judges and 
Officers aſſembled on this Summons, tho it 
Was a Summons of all the Tribes of 1/7ael. 
When Moſes aſſembled all the Congregation, 
tho he laid before the Elders of the People 
Exod.xix. the Word which the Lord commanded him, 
it was however all the People anſwered to- 
gether, and faid, All that the Lord hath 
ſpoken we will do. © : 
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It is very likely the manner of holding this 
Congregation or Aſſembly of all Vael was 
different, While the whole Nation was to- 
gcther in one Body in an Army, as for a long 
time, under the Command of Moſes, the Aſ- 
ſembly of the general Congregation ſeems 
evidently to differ from what it was aftcr- 
wards, when the Tribes were ſettled in the 
ſeveral Lots of their Inheritance. Every free 
Iſraelite ſeems to have had a right to vote 
in this Aſſembly, if he could be preſent where 
it was ſummon'd to meet with Convenience. 
But when the greater Part of theNation could 
not leave their private Affairs and Habitations, 
then the Tribes ſeem to appear by a Repre- 
ſentatrve, by their Elders, Heads, Judges and 
Officers, or by a certain Number of their 


provincial Magiſtrates, who may not unfitly . 


be called Deputies to the States-General, 
from the particular Provinces. Theſe bcing 
aſſembled as a Repreſentative of all Mael, 
may be conſidered as the Parliament of the 
Hebrew Nation; and theſe two different 
Manners of Aſſembling, are indeed no other 
than a greater or leſs Number, as either 
ſhould be more convenient. | 

The Subſtance of this Obſervation was ta- 


ken notice of long ſince by an ingenious. 


Author : -< That-while the whole People was 
* an Army, Moſes could propoſe to them in 
* Body, or under their Stayes, or Standards 
* of their Camps; then he needed not, and 
ſo he uſed not any Repreſentative. But 

: 13 when 
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% when Joſbua had let the People go, and 
the Children of 1/7ael went every Man to 
© his Inheritance to poſſeſs the Land, the 
“Rotation of twenty-four thouſand Men 
4 under their proper Officers afforded a Re. 
<« preſentative of the People or Commons, 
<« as well as a ſtanding Guard, for the Safety 
of the whole Nation“. -- 

Thus all the Children of Iſrael may be 
conſidered as conſtituting this Cong gregation, 
or Hebrew Houſe of Commons, but in ſome: 
what different manners, as was uſual in the 
moſt celebrated Politics. In ſome caſes, all 
appcar d perſonally ; in other caſes, they ap- 
peared by a Repreſentative. This might 
well be in common and ordinary Caſes, by 
the common and ordinary Rotation of the 
Monthly Guard ; . but on more extraordinary 
occaſions, by a more ſolemn: and larger De- 

Putation from the twelve Tribes. J 

This eaſy and obvious Piſtinẽtion of the 
Manner of | holding the Hebrew: Parliaments, 
on different Occaſions, and in different Cir 
cumſtances, may, I think, remove all Diff 
culties that ariſe either from the different 


. Summons, whereby they were called, or the 


different Perſons who met in them when af 
ſembled. 5" 

But however. it was that ys Congregs 
tion of all Iſtael was aſſembled, and who 
ever they were who met in it, which, ſo ſhon 


dn Hiſtory is nor like: to canine us fully 


f try oft With, 
119419 Harringron . of Iſrael, c. iii. 5. 2. 
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with, nor is it very material to know; 


thus much is plain, and evident, and ſuffi- 


cient to our Purpoſe, that it was an Aſſembly 
of the People o of the Commons of all IV 
rael, either in Perſon or by Repreſentative; 
and that the Hebrew People or Commons 
had their Share in the Government, ſo far 

as this Congregation or Aſſembly was con- 
cern'd, which” you will Toon. percciyc was 


very greatly. 


We have already premiſcd; that no pro- Phat war 


per legiſlative Powers were intruſted any 


propoſed to 


this Con- 


— in this Conſtitution. It may be fut- gregation 
ther obſerved, that the national Revenues of Con. 


this State were o ſettled in the Tithes and o- 
ther Offetings, and there being no Soldiery 
in Pay, all holding their Eſtates by military 
Service, there was no Reaſon for new or oc- 
caſional Tates: fo that the Hebrew Parlia- 
ment could have no buſineſs, either to make 
new Laws, or to raiſe Money. "What then 
did they meet for at all, you will lay? What 


Buſinefs have Parliaments, but to make Laws 


or to raiſe — bF. There were other Thing 
you will obſerve reat —_ tance tot 
Peace and Were of the Hebrew Gere 
ment, in which it was very proper to act by 
and with the Conſent of the whole People, 
and by Authority of the fame. War and 
Peace with neighbour Nations, Differences 
between Tribes which might | greatly. diſunitc 
and weaken the whole Body, receiving and 


cltabliſhing FEE. 8 and Magiſtrates, 
Were 


— 


mons of II- 
rael. 
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were Things of ſuch Importance, as required 
mutual Conſent, and the joint Authority of 
the whole Nation. It ſhould ſeem then that 


the People of 1/rael, in this Aſſembly of 


national Parliament, had all the Power 
which were uſually veſted i in the People in 
the moſt celebrated Governments of Greege 
or Rome. Their Aſſent gave Sanction and 
full Authority to what waspropoſed to them, 
The Roman Definition of a Law will ſhey 
what this Aſſent of the Roman People was in 
their Government; a Law is what the People 


of Rome confirm'd on * Propoſal by a Seng 


torian Magiſtrate, as a Conſul; and in this 
among the Romans, a Law (Lex) differed 
from a Vate, or Order of the People ar 


Commons, called Plebiſtitum; which was 


+ what the People reſalyd when aſſembled 
by a Magiſtrate of their qwn, as a Tribune; 
and thus alſo it differed from a Vote or Re 
ſolution of the Senate, which was f ſuch 
Order as the Senate made of its own Autho- 
rity. This ſhews, that among the Roman: 
nothing had the "Authority of a Law, but 


what was propoſed to the People and aſſent 
ed to by them. It was the Conſent of the 


People which gave it PR. Ping Authy 
rity of a Lay. 15 


* Lex eſt, quo Populys Romania, Sestepib, Magittran 
interrogants (yell ela i Cool) r e Inflit. L. 18705 
. Plebs Plebeio Magittratu, ve ui 


tey my Voice indeed, and 
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This Conſtitution of the Roman Govern- 
ment may not. improperly ſhew- what Part 
the Hebrew People or Congregation of IV 
rael had in their Government, which Mr, 
Harrington thus deſcribes, © In Laws to be 
“made, whatever was propoſed by the San- 
* hedrjim, and reſolved in the Affirmative, 
* in the Congregation of the Lord, was an 
Act of Parliament of 1/rae/*,” | 

A few particular Inſtances how the pub- 
lick Affairs of greateſt moment were tranſ- 
acted in this Aſſembly, may make this 
part of the Hebrew Conſtitution better un- 
derſtood | 


The Congregation of 1/7ael was ſummon- 
ed by Moſes to receive the Law, to recognize 
and acknowledge Fehovah their God, their 
King, and their Lawgiver, which Moſes was 


directed to do in this Form: Thus ſhalt Exodus 


thou ſay to the Houſe 75 acob, and tell 

the Children of Iſrael, Te have ſten what 

I did to the. en. and how I bore 

you on Eagles Wings, and brought you un- 

to my ſelf : Now therefore FA you will a- 
indeed, keep m Cove- 

nant, then ye ſhall be 4 2 Treafurs 


wnto me above all People: For all the 3. 9. 


Earth is mine. and ge Hall be unto me. a 
Kingdom of Prieſts and an holy Nation. 
Theſe are , the Wards which thou” ſhalt 
2 unto the Children of Iſrael; and Mo- 
es came and called for the Elders 2 the 

as 3} „ni ne al 4 | . people, 

* Harrington Common. of Iſrael. p, 52. c. ii. 5. 16. 


. — — — — 


1 


138 


ſolved by them; and you will obſerve, tha 
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People, and laid before their Faces all theſ 
Words which the Lord commanded hin 
And all the People anſwered together, ani 
ſaid, all that the Lord hath ſpoken, ur 
will do; and Moſes returned the Word: 
of the People unto the Lord. I mention 
this Paſſage at large, becauſe it is a very par: 
ticulat Account of the Form in which Af 
fairs were propoſed to the People, and re 


legal Forms explain the true Powers and Au 
thority of any Part of a Conſtitution, much 
better than general Arguments, which at m 
commonly founded on ConjeQures rather th 
K „oo A irmpleriy 
A Propoſal of any thing by the Senate to C 
the People of Rome, was called Rogation, A 


Asking; becauſe it was uſually in ſuch He 


Form of Words, as this: “Is it * your Will, MW an 


O Roman, and do you reſolve it?” Or i -// 
a War was. to be propoſed to the People eve 


their Conſent was asked in this Form: pot 


« it your Pleaſure, O Romans, and do f yo bly 


4 reſolve that War ſhalt be proclaim'd! I Cl 
Sometimes the Form was thus, © Concett-ſff anc 


ing theſe things, I ask you, O Roman; ver 


« what is Zyout Will, and what you reſoli I and 
to haye done?” On ſuch Propoſal from tha 
the Senate to the People, ** ſome 


S460 ce ee. 0618 2 . 
* Vat, Jubcktls, Oft. Ip & Hrn AN n 
p. 120. 
1 F Velts jubeatis, Quirites, bellum indici. 4. ib. : 
I De his reb4s, quid Geri velitie, jubentis, rogo Quitits 
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« ſolve what the Majority of the Senate 


« Be it as you ask.“ 


How near to this Form of propoſing and 
on reſo/ving in the Roman Government, is the 
ar- WI Propoſal of Moſes to the general Court or 
\f I Congregation of all 1/7ae! ? Moſes laid be- 
bie their Faces all the Words which the 
nat Lord commanded him; that is, he propoſed 
u to them, Whether they would conſent to this 
ich Covenant, and refolve it ſhould be. a funda- 
are mental Law of their Nation? How near is 
ner this to the Form, Is it your Mill, and dv you 
{reſolve it, O Hebrews? The Anſwer of the 
to Ml Congregation of all 1/7aef is in theſe Words: 
All that the Lord hath ſpoken wwe will db. 
uch How near is this to the Form, + We will, 
ind reſolve it? Or, + We will, and reſolve 
riß that Fehovah hath propoſed to us? Who- 
ple, ever ſhall carefully obſerve the Forms of pro- 


* poſing and reſolving in the popular Aſſem- 
youll blys of the Hebrews, will perceive, I think, 
d' till more Reaſon to underftand the Powers 
tr and Authority of them in the Hebrew Go- 
a vernment to be much the fame, as the Power 
ol: and Authority of the Roman People was in 
rom that Government, or indeed much the fame 


me Ken e FT 
me. * Populum cum Rogationem ati acci | reſpondiſſe, vola- 
me uss, fx com” am „ - Plebs fic. juflit, quod Senatus maxi- 


"op ns fare 2 1 qui. adfidetis, ic volumus, jubemuſque, or 
aries SY {+ od ] chovab cenſeat, id omne volumus, jubemuſque. 


times more particular, We will, and re- 


« here preſent have propoſed v. Or ſimply, ' 


# 
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as the Powers and Authority of the Peopl, 
were in moſt Governments of the Ancients: 
In which-the Conſent of the People was al. 
ways to be asked and had, by the Senate or 
Council in Matters of greater Moment, and 
general Concern, 

In the Athenian Gavernment there wy 
an Aſſembly of the People called E 
or a general Court of the Athenian Citizens 
ſummoned according to Law, which was to 
confirm or reject what was propolcd to 


nt”. | 
The Lacedemonians had a like Aſſemb) 
of the Pcople, cſpecially that which was cal 
led ſimply Bana, or the Congregation, in 
diſtinction from what was called the leſſer 
Congregation, or Mea Exxanciz, which con 
ſiſted of the Inhabitants of the City df 
Sparta only; whereas the general Con 
gregation conſiſted of all the Lacedem 
nians in all the Country of , Laconia; 
* to which it belonged to adviſe concerning 
* War and Peace or whatever elſe relatel 
to the publick and common Intereſt. [i 
particular, they were to give their Con 
* ſent to the Choice of Magiſtrates, and 
confirm them in their Authority by ther 
. Suffrage . r 
=P Such 
F - . . 2 
ve Lehe public cauſe, ee fuo, dt Jebel 
vetandz. *. Rep. Athen. c. ii. p. 9. g 
+ Major ſen ENA Uta fimpliciter difta omnivn 
fuit, Lacedzmoniorum. Qui videlicet ex omnibus Laconi 
Oppidis conveniebant, hujus erat Concionis, ut cum yet 
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Such alſo were the Powers of the Aſſem- 
bly of the People in the ancient Goyernment 
of Carthage. This was likely after the Mo- 
del of Tyre, to which City the Hebrew 
Conſtitution could not be unknown, and a 
Similitude between them is highly probable. 
In this Government © the People declared 
« what they thought was proper to be done, 
concerning the things which were laid 
before them; ſuch Declarations were re- 
« ceived as the determined Reſolution of 
the whole City, and it was not lawful 
«* afterwards to oppoſe it of to contradict 
£ wel 

Theſe popular Aſſemblies in the foremen- 
tioned Governments of Greece, Italy and 
Africa, we may add in Aſia too, as the Car- 
thaginian Government was of Tyrian Ori- 
ginal, may ſerve to explain this Part of the 
Hebrew Conſtitution, which appears to have 
lo near reſemblance to them. 

There is one thing deſerves particular Ob- 
ſervation, the Manner in which Matters 
were propoſed to the Aſſembly, and in which 

| ; the 
de graviſimis quibuſque rebus conſultaret, ut fi bellum de- 
cernendum, w facienda, vel fi quid aliud omnes at- 
tingerent , .. Magiſtratus uſque adeo concionibus ſubjeAi, 
ut etiam ipſorum regum jus a populi ſuffragiis dependeret, 
neque item reliqui magiſtratus aliter, quam a populo 


conſentiente, creabantur. Craig. de Repub. Lacedem. J. i. 
c. Vii, 5. 48. 

* Po vero id quod t, de re eadem ad fe relata 
* ny Ejus + rn mag ſeu totius civitatis ſcitum, 
fixum habebatur, ultraque id tender, five obſiſtere, aut con- 
ravenire, fas non erat. Löbe Emminus Reſp, Carthag. P. 8. 
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the Aſſembly gave its Aſſent. In the Govern: 
ments of Athens, Lacedemon, Carthage, 

and Rome, when any thing was to be pro 
poſed to the People, it was to be propoſed 
to them by a proper Magiſtrate; upoi 
which Propoſal the Aſſembly was to receiye 
or to reject it. It was even provided by the 
*Laws of Lacedemon, that none ſhould be 
allowed to dcbate any. thing, beſides what 
was propoſed to them by the Kings and 
the Shai or in the Roman Style, the Peo 
ple reſolved on the Propoſal of à Senatorian 
Magiſtrate. An Inſtitution plainly intended 
to preſerve the Wiſdom of an Adminiſtrs 
tion by the Councils of the Prudent, a 
well as the Liberty of the People in their 
Aſſent. | | 

We have ſeen the Covenant between God 
and the Hebrew Nation thus propoſed by 
Moſes to the Congregation, and voted by 

them unanimouſly, Be it as propoſed. 
When Foſhua was made Succeflor to 

Numbers Moſes, Moſes is directed to ſet him before 

xxxv1.18: F/2aSar the Pricſt, and before all the Con 

gregation ; there ſeems to have been a Pro 

poſal of his Choice to the People, as well x 

the Solemnity of Inauguration into his Ot 

fice; agreeable to what was done before, 

when they received Fehovah for their King; 
agrecable to the Manner of asking and tak: 

ing the Conſent of the People in other G0 
yertuneilts; 

Plutarch. Lycurgus. ** 47 
+ Uti rogas. | 
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m- Wecruments 3 and agreeable to the Account 


ge, Whe Scriptures give of the manner in which 
r Whcy promiſed Obedience to Foſbua. And 
(cl bu the Son of Nun was full of the Spi- Deuteron. 
on Writ of Wiſdom, for Moſes had laid hir 


ande upon him, and the Children of I 
the Nac! bearkened unto him, and did as the. 
Lord commanded Moſes. Or they conſent- 
d to do what Moſes propoſed to them in 
he Name of Fehovah, to receive Foſhua for 
his Succeſſor, and to obey him as Judge, in 
his Room. 
When Saul was appointed firſt King at 
he Deſire of the People, it is thought not 
improbable by ſome ingenious Men, that 
Haul was nominated by a Ballot, and not by 
a pure Lot; but however that was, Saul's 
200 WMFAppointment to the Kingdom was in the 
by Congregation of the whole People. And, Sam. x. 
by Wwhen Foul appeared before the People, his 
Election was confirmed by unanimous Con- 
_ to Went, and all the People ſhouted, and ſaid, . 
or g Co [ave the King. And afterwards, when 
on- Wome were diſpleaſed with Saut's Advance- 
ro ment, and deſpiſed him, Samuel calls the 27. 
1 5 WAſembly again to renew the Kingdom. 
Of-WT hen JO amuel unto the People, Come, ,; ,, 
and let us go to Gilgal, and renew the 
ng: Kingdom there. We have accordingly this 
al Account of what the People aſſembled at 
GC did, And all the People went to 
ts BN Gilp al, and there they made Saul King be- 
ore the Lord in Gilgal. ; 
i I However 


44 Of the Civil Government 
However ſhort theſe Accounts are, yet if 
we take along with us the Conformity of 
this Congregation of 1/rael to the Aſſem. 
blies of the People in other Government, 
and the Manner in which this Aſſembly 
is deſcribed in other Places; we may, 
think, very juſtly ſuppoſe, that if this Con. 
gregation did not chuſe Saul by Vote and 
Ballot, they at leaſt conſented to his Nomi. 
nation, and confirm'd his Authority when 
proposd by Samuel, as that Propoſal was 
made on their own Petition; eſpecially when 
the Congregation was ſummoned to reney 
the Kingdom, and when according to the 
Reaſon of their Meeting expreſsd in their 
Summons, They made Saul King befor: 
the Lord. | 

In like manner, though Solomon was fit 
Kine, ; Proclaimed King by David's Order, when 
'n Adonijah exalted himſelf, ſaying, I will be 
King; yet he afterwards propoſes Solomon 
to the People, and confirms him in the 
1 Chron. Throne by their Aſſent; for they made Ss 
Te” lomon the Son of David King the ſecond 
time, and anointed him unto the Lord ti 
be chief Governor, and Zadock to be Priefs: 
Thns Solomon ſat on the Throne of th 
Lord as King, in the ſtead of David his 
Father, and proſper d, and all Iſrael . 

beyed him. 
But the Authority and Rights of this 
Branch of the Hebrew Government, as one 
of the States of 1/7ae}, may yet further ap 
12 " - pear, 
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car, if we obferve how far they were con- 
ern d in Treatics of Peace and Leagues of 
rienaſbip. 
When the — 5 Cibeon came to 
7 3 Foſhuz at the fi made Peace with of ix.1 
avg, aid a League to fave their Lives; this . 
reaty Whsconfirmed by the Oath of the Prin. 
es, and the Princes ofthe Congregation ſeware 
to them; but when it was found ſoon af- 
er, that the Cibeonites had impoſed on 
fh and the Princes, the Congregation 
rew uneaſy, and murmur d againſt the 
tinces, and ſo it was brought before the 
ongregation and the Princes propoled to 
c People a Confirmation of their League, 
cauſe they had ſworn unto it. And the 
— {Wrinces faid unto them, Let them live, as 
uit Ne Princes had promiſed them. It ſhould 
cn em plain from hence, that a Convention, 
Eo made by Judge and Senate, was to be 
aon tified by the - Conſent of the People or - 
the Wommons of Hfrael, according to the He- 
Kg Conſtitution, to give it full Authority.” 
— Congregation of Jyrael had alſo, as 

lar Aſſemblies of other Governments 
" max e in criminal Cauſes. | 
When Faul in a Battle with the Philiſtines i Sam. viv. 
d adjured Iſrael, not to eat any Food till 2443-45. 
e Evening, his own Son Jonathan tranſ- 
eſsd his Order; and upon his Confeſſion, 
zu} his Father, then King and General, de: 
mines to put him to death. And Saul 
lwered God, Do ſo to me, and more alſo ; 

| f 3 for 
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lord liveth,. there ſpall not one Hair 
= his Head fall to.the ground, has very lit 


Sentence paſſed by Saul, might appear 10 6 


Of . the Civil Government 
for thou ſbalt 15 4 ah Jonathan. 


without Appeal, and that there Was 125 A 
thority to reverſe it; however. the Peg 
aid unto Saul, Shall Jonathan d 2 
wrought this great. or far Ta 
God. farbid |. as. the Lord lrueth, there 2 
not one Hair of bis tea, fall e 
for he hathwrought with Cad ths, 
the People ng Jonathan that be 2 
Biſhop Patrick juſtly obſerves, © Thatth 
g People did not reſcue 7 GL by N 
& lence or Force.“ It was not a mutine 
AQ of an Army: Vet the Expreſſions of i 
Hiſtory will no ways ſuit with his 
Suppoſition, That they delivered him 
Petition to Saul; or, as Grotrus *, * « 
< by. Authority, but. Intreaty. As 4 


of the Style of an humble Petition 3 it ſer 
a. very full Reſolution, and which it appe 
they underſtood. to be their Right... & 
why may it not be ſo underſtood, when! 
Authority of condemning or abſolying 
minals is known to belong , to. the. Aſlemh 
of the People, in the moſt celebrated Go e 
ments of Greece and Rome? Foſephus me 
tions indeed, © They offered rayers toU 
that he would forgive en 8 5 Sin 
but he makes no mention of any TH j 
hy) made to his father Saul b 


0 
lod 
r 
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” 
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they reſcued him from his Fathers Anger 
and raſh Curſe ®;”. which Words can hard- 
; Lthink, be underſtood of a Petition, bur 

Forcę or Authority. And 
"the Original ſeem to mean 


Fe h he was a ad the Sen- 
te of Deach paſſed upon him was re- 
lech, In the general Court of Iſcael +: 
his Interpretation is greatly favoured, as 
doment in criminal Caſes is given to the 
ongregation by an expreſs Law on ſome 
caſtons. 
The ' Congregation is appointed to judge 
tween the Slayer and the Avenger of Blood, 
nd the Congregation | 
be Slayer and the. 
d the F grep 
out f the of the Revenger of 
Hood, and the Cs ation ſhall reſtore 
im to the City of Refuge Now, what- 
r Congregation is NN meant, whether 
. 4 or national, there is all reaſon 
underſtand, that all Powers which belong- 
to a lower Aſſembly, did belong to the 
L 3 higher 


Weesen r rh Dru apac, N iring 

ti etipiunt. 7oſephus Ant. 1, vi. c. 7. 

+ Liberavit ergo as Jonathan ut non moriretur V. L. 
ſeems to mean neither Vivience —.— 

, but an Act of their dw, whereby he was pardo 

| oy I ſo this.the — re- 


ul judge between Number? 
evenger of Blood ; xv. 24 
Hall deliver the Slay. 
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higher Aſſembly or Congregation of all I 
rael in national Affair s. 

This Congregation had alſo Ae 
civil 28 and Matters 'of private Pn 
7750 *. the caſe of the Daughters of 2 
ad, or of Female Succeſſiòn, on failun 
Numbers X — Male; it was laid before "Moſes, i 
xxvii.1,2, Prieſt, the Princes afid all the Congregatio 
* They laid it before the Parliament 'of [| 
rael by Petition, repreſentinig that their 
ther died without Sons; praying that the 
might have a Poſſeſſion among the Brethre 
of their Father, that the Naic of their 
ther might not be done away from ame 
his Family, becauſe he had no Son. Thi 
Petition was receivd, and referred to th 
Deciſion of the Oracle. And Moſes brough 
their Caſe before the Lord, and the Lat 
5, 8,9. ſpake unto Moſes ſaying, The Daughter: 
 Zelophehad ſpeak right ; and thereupon 
e was enacted to ſettle Female Succe| 
ons. 
After this Law was ; made, the Tribe of M 
naſſeh, to which theſe Daughters of Ze 
phehad belonged, brought another Queſti 
Numbers to be determined, Whether Heireſſes mig 
xxxvi- marry into other Tribes, and ſo transfer the 
Inheritance from one Tribe to another? Ti 
Petition was alſo received and anſwered, 
cording to the Word of the Lord; that th 

mould marry only within their own Tribe 
that the Children of Iſtael m ler ext 


one ine Iherwince . 
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aſes were brought by Petition, Vas an AC 
mbly of the States-General' of Hal, the 
age, Senate and People; and fcbms plainly 
 ſhew, ſuch Queſtions wete properly iced 
g to the Conſtitution brought before then. 
was judg'd fit to conſult the Oracle for 
Anſwer, very likely, becauſe it was con- 
nient to have this Cafe ſettled by a new 
w; now new Laws were not to be madè 
it by Jehovah the — 755 iycr, as was 
ſerved'before. Therefore A 15 conſulted 
the Schechinah, as the Hebr 

the Glory of God's Appearance, and 
enee the Oracle gave the Command of 
hovah,” It may be fit to obſerve here, it 
vs the peculiar Privilege of Moſes to con- 
It the Oracle himſelf, and he had no need of 
High · prieſt to conſult with the Urim for 
for the Lord ſpake unto Moſes Face 
Face, as a Man ſpea eth unto his Friend“. 
that during the Adminiſtration of Moſes, 
ne conſulted the Oracle ot received the 
ord of Fehovah from the Schechinah but 
oſes himſelf. Nj | 
Theſe things being conſidered, the Nature 
Method of proceeding in this Aſſembly 
appear to have been much after this 
Inner. Here was a Caſe brought before 
L 3 the 
De Facie, ad Faciem, h. e. in propria Perſona, coram 
fue medio. Unde vides quod Auditio Vocis fine-inter- 


{ o, & interventu Angeli cognominetur phraſi illa, de 


Ie ad Faciem. Maimon. Mor. Nevoc. P. i. c. 37. 5. 55. 
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The Congregation before lich theſe 


ew Writers 


2 


Ex. xvili. 
n * higheſt of the "Judges rang 2 
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the Congregation by Petition. It was there: 


fore uſed to receive ſuch Petitions, and oon 


ſider ſuch Caſes, as were ſo brought before it 


This appearing to be 4 Caſe, that required} 
new Law, it was referred to the Orac 


which in times aſter the Adminiſtration. 0 


Moſes, by the Conſtitution was only to be 
conſulted by the Hjgh-prieft wich the Urim, 
In which, by the way, we have the who 
Union of the Tribes i in their States-Gener 
pretty plainly expreſs d. Here-was Moſes 
Judge or Stadtholder, here was the V. th 
prieſt the appointed Miniſter to —— 
racle, which was placed only during thc 
Adminiſtration of Moſes by particular Pri 
vilege in him; here were the — and al 
the Congregation, which ſhews the Autho 
rity of the Commons of 1/#ael, in a plain 
Inſtance of Matters judiciary, brought befor 
the States · General of the united Tribes: fir 
this Caſe was referred to them as well as tt 
the Princes and to Moſes himſelf the Judge 
So that the Commons of Iſrael, as diſti 
guiſhed from the Princes and 23 wi 
make one of the States then cmbled | | 
e Parliament. 

Ver it is to be * ſome hal v 

' ſpeak differently concerning the Perl 
meant here by all the Congregation. * 
Princes are meant (ſays Biſhop Patric 
either the Heads of the Tribes or. tþ 


| . s Patrick « on the Place. l 
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rt. © the Heads of the People; and by all the 
ot © Congregation is meant the -ſeventy Elders | 
ei. mentioned in this Book; for they are 
d © called the ue Congregation, and ſonic-Ex xi.24- 
„times only the Congregation, as N. do- 
of © /omon obſerves*. He further adds, No- ͥ³ʃ 
be © at the Head of all theſe far Moſes,” and 
im, “next to him Elea gar the Prieſt. 
ole il Bertram has very juſtly diſtinguiſhed bb. | 
et tween the Aſſembly of the ſeventy. Elders, | 
„and the Princes Heads of Thouſands, Hun- 
574. dreds, Cc. a Diſtinction which may appear 
more clearly as we go on. But the ſame 
learned Author as juſtly obſerves concerning 
* the general Aſſembly of the free 1/raelrtes, 
* that is, of all that entred into the Congre- 
gation of the Lord, or of all who enjoyed 
* the Rights of Hebrews, ſo that they were 
"* accounted God's People: That when they 
* were met in Aſſembly, they were called the 
* Aſſembly, and the whole Aſſembly of the 
* Congregation of 1/7ae/ ;' ſometimes more 
* ſimply the Congregation, and nnn, 
„all the C ongregation . 

The Authority of the Talmud: TR in theſc 
n is very low with learned _ as may 


L 4 | aw 
® See Bertram de Repyb. ] Jud. p. 7 | 
f Univerſalis autem Civium Cœtus, id en ini omnes qui 

ingrediebantur PVT? Þ i: e. Agmen Jehovz, hoc eſt om- 
nes illi, qui ita jure Als uli 1ſrachtj ex} ti ſuerant, ut in 


Topulo Pei cenſeri ent, ſimul aggregati vocabantur 
IP 5. e. Agmen, ant etiam "173 5.7. udiverſus 

Cetus Iſraelis, aliquando etiam fimpliciter N ;. e. Cœtus 

aiquando & N72 3. e. unirerſus Cactus, 
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appear byBiſhop Patrick's ownRepreleatation 
of this Caſe : * This Queſtion was carried thro 
« all the Courts, (according to them) it be- 
< gan with the Rulers of Ten, who knowing 


„ not what'to ſay to them, they went to 
* thoſe of Fifty, from thence.to-the Cen- 


ce furions, at laſt to the Chiliarchs ;, none 


of which durſt adventure to giveſudgment, 


<« bur refer d the Cauſe by recaſon of its 
« Difficulty to Moſes, who brought it to the 
«  Schechinah, as they ſpcak, that is, to the 
divine Majeſty. Now Rabbi SÞ/omon's Ob. 
* ſervation, that all the Congregation, meant 
« the ſeventy Elders, deſerves no more Cre- 
* Cit than the Obleryation of his Brethren 
* whohave made this Cauſe run ſuch a courſe 
« of Law thro” ſo many Courts, without 
“any Foundation.“ 

If we were even to ſuppoſe the Truth of 
Rabbi Solomons Obſervation, and that the 
ſeventy Elders are ſometimes called the wholc 
Congregation, which is at the leaſt ver) 
doubtful ; it is on the other hand without 
any doubt, certain, that a// the Congregation 
of Iſtael, and the Cor 1gregation of all 2 
is the proper Title of the general Aflembly 
of all free Hebrecus, who had a right to enter 
into the Congregation of Fehovah. 

It is probable, as we ſhall ſee preſently, that 
the Princes might mean a Council or Coun 
of the Princes "of Tribes, together with the 
ſeventy Elders, as the Peers of France mak: 


the Court of the Parliament of Paris, together 


with, 
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with the Preſidents and Counſellors; but it 


ſeems a very ſtrange Deſcription of the Sanhe- 


aim, eſpecially as the Talmudiſts ſuppoſe it a 
ſupreme Court of Juſtice, to call it aff "the 


ation, eſpecially in direct Oppoſition 
1 and the Judge. It appears 
the moſt natural Meaning, and at the ſame 
time the only Meaning agrecable to the real 
Conſtitution of the Hebrew Government, 
to underſtand by the Princes, Perſons with 
Senatorian Dignity, whether the chief 
Officers of the Tribes or the great Court of 


Juſtice of the ſeventy; or, which appears 
moſt probable, a Senate conſiſting of both 


together : Which with 23 propoſing 
to the Congregation of all Iſrael, and asking 
the Conſent of the whole Hebrew People, 


was the fulleſt and higheſt Authority of the 


Hebrew Nation. . 2 

This may ſhew, notwithſtanding Biſhop 
Patrick's Obſervation, (who, it is to be ob- 
ſerved, builds it ſolely on the Credit of 
Rabbi Solomon and the Talmudiſts, which is 
very little with learned Men, cſpecially in 
their Accounts of the Sanhedrim,) that all 
the Congregation does not here mean the 
danhedrim, or ſeventy Elders, but a proper 
popular Aſſembly of the Hebreus, or a Con- 
gregation of the Commons of all 1/7aet, 
of whom on ſome occaſions the inferior 
—— might be a Repreſentative. This 
Allembly, ſummoned legally, with the great 
| 88 Officers, 
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Officers; and ſeventy Elders, as the Senate, 
made a full Parliament of Iſrael. 110% ine 

And this ſeems to have been the proper 
Share of the People or Commons of 1/+az/, 
in the original Conſtitution, as one of the 
States of the Hebrew Nation. 24ln 


CHA P. IX. 
of the Senate of Iſrael. 


W. 1 ſcen, that avi to the He 
brew polity, there were Elders in every 
City, as well as an Aſſembly of the People; 
and that every Tribe had Princes and Heads, 


which made a provincial Council of State, 
as well as War. Such an Inſtitution, for 


— Matters, by Counſel and Advice of 
owing Men, for a general Conſent, which 
was to give Authority to publick Reſolutions 
and Orders, was very neceſſary to the Wil- 
dom of Government. To prevent Raſhneſs 


and precipitate Judgments, to which popular 
Aſſemblies are very ſubject, the freeſt and 


moſt popular Governments have always there- 


fore had Senates, of ſome Form or other, to 


prepare and ripen Matters, and to propoſe 
them in ſome Degree of Maturity to the Peo- 


ple for their Conſent. 


There is ſo much mention in the Hebrew 


Hiſtory of the Prinres and Elders of the 
N that there can be no queſtion he- 


I ther 


„ oo 


a 
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ther the Hebrew Nation had a dne r 


ſome Form, or other ? But what that Senate 
was, either as to the Perſons of whom it 
conliſted; or as to the Powers with which 
they were veſted by the Conſtitution, is not 
ſo clear, nor quite fo eaſy to de deter- 
mined. 

The Rabbinical Writers have greatly dark- 
ned, and even confounded this Queſtion; 
they have given us their own chimerical I- 
maginations, inſtead: of real hiſtorical Facts. 
For tho' they could have no other good 
Foundation to build upon but the Scripture 
Hiſtory, yet they have given ſuch an Account 
of their Sanhedrim as the Senate and ſu- 


preme Court of the Hebrew Nation, as is no 


where to be found in the Scripture Hiſtory, 
and is in many things abſolutely inconſiſtent 
with it. We may then conclude concerning 

them and the Authority of their Accounts, 
in the Words of a very learned and diligent 
Author : © That the Antiquity of the Rabbr- 
'* #ical Sanhedrim is abſolutely. fabulous; 
« that the Prerogatives they aſcribe to it, and 
* moſt of the Orders they mention for the 

8 Execution of Juſtice in it, are in ſup- 
ed, and very uncertain .'.. That the 

« true Sanhedrim or Senate of. the Nation, 
(our Author is (peaking of the modern Rab- 
binical Form) © having begun under the 


© Macchabees, grew greater under the Kings 


* of the Haſinon cam Family; and from a 
* weak and. rottering.Condition, in which 
2 


Of the Civil Government 
it Was at firſt, it roſe up to ſuch Degrees 
of Authority and Power, that it became 


_ < formidable to Kings themſelves. 


Fut fince it has pleaſed the Rabbens, (to 
uſe the Words of the ſame Author) © ro give 
us a chimerical Deſcription of their an- 
** cient Government, and many learned In- 
<< -terpreters have ſuffered themſelves to be 
* mit-lcd by their Diſcourſes, we are obliged 
* to undeceive thoſe, whom their Name 
and their Authority might impoſe upon f. 
Whoever has a mind to ſee more at large 
the Weakneſs of the Rabbinical Account, 
and its Inconſiſtence with the true Hebrew 
Hiſtory, may find enough to ſatisfy them in 
the forementioned learned Author. 

Io leave then the Rabbinical Sanhedrim 
to their Admirers, let us conſider what the 
true Hebrew Hiſtory acquaints us, concern- 
ing their national Council or Senate; which, 
together with the Oracle, the Judge and the 

Congre- 

On peut conclure de tout ce qui a ete dit juſqu'ici, que 

F Antiquite du Sanhedrin Rabbinique eſt abſolument fabu- 
Jeux, que les Prerogatives qu'ils lui attribuent, et la plupart 
des Regles qu'ils lui font ſuivre dans Exerciſe de la Juſtice, 
ſont tres mal fondees et tres incertains , . . Que le vray San- 
hedrin, ou Senat de la Nation, ayant commence ſous les 
Macchabees, alla en augmentant ſous les Rois Aſmoneens, 
et de foible, et chancellant qu'il 6toit d'abord, Seleva a un 


degre d'autorite, et de pouvoir, que devint redoutable, meme 
aux Rois. Calmet. Diſſert. ſur la Police des Hebreux, Vol. I. 
204. | | 

l + Mats puiſqu'i}, a plu,aux Rabbins, de nous donner une Deſ- 
cription chimerique de leur ancien gouvernement, et que oo. 
ſieurs ſga vans interpretes, ſe ſont. laifſer ſurprendre a 
Diſcours, on eſt oblige de detromper ici ceux a qui leur 
nom, et leur Autor ite auroient pu faire illuſion. Id. ib. 
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Congregation of all Aae, made the Statcs- 
Genet the united Tribeg of Iacl. 
For the better underſtanding of what-ſo - 
ſhort an Hiſtory affords us, it may be pro- 
cr to look back to the State of the Ze: 
brews while yet in Egypt, before their Go- 
vernment was eſtabli d by the Moſaical 
Laws in the Wilderne. For it is 4 very 
probable Obſervation of the learned Ber- 
tram“, That the Numbey of ſeventy El- 
ders appointed by the Law, of God, was 
* not ſo much a ne Inſtitution, as the Con- 
tinuation of a former, Uſage; as God ra- 
ther confirm d than new: inftituted many 
things at Mount Sinai, which, were ancient 
* Cuſtoms of the Fathers. 
© It is evident, ſays the very learned Biſhop 
* Sherlock F, that every Tribe had its qe 
* own Princes. and Judges, and that ev 
Prince or Head of a Tribe judged; his own 
* People 3 conſequently every Tribe had a 
* Scepter and Law giver, as. well as ZFudah. 
That this Power in the Tribes took place 


- # 
„ — 


immediately upon the Death of Jacab, 


* may. be collected from hence, that from 
* this. time all Applications and Meſſages 
© are not to the People, but to the Elders 
en. rr 

| When 


1 Quaſi ſeptuagenarius Seniorum Numerus, quem Deus in 
Lege ſancivit, non tam ab eo tum inſtitutus, quam continua- 
tus fuerit; ſicut & alia quamplurima. apud Patres uſita ta, 
Deus ad Montem Sinain, potius confirmayit, quam, idnoyavit. 


Bertram de Rep. Heb. p. 51. 
+ Bp. Sherlock Dlice. III. 304. 
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© Wheri:Moſes was firſt ſent to the Chiltern 
of Iſtarl, to deliver a Meſſage from Jeb 

Ex. ii. ib. Vu, and to acquaint them that he had vi. 
| freu them, and ſeen that whith wats ond 
unto them in Egypt; he is commanded to 
£0 aud gather the Elders of Iſael togethr, 
and ſay unto them. Wefind this Direction 

iv. 29 exactly follow'd by Moſes; And Moſes aud 

Aaron went and pr er d together all the 
Elders of the Children of Iſrael: We have 

in the fame Period of the Hebrew Hiſtory, 

vi 14, He. While they were yet in Egypt, an Account 
of the Heads of the ſeveral: Families, or 

Heads of their Fathers Houſes. 
The Dignity then of Princes of Tribes and 

Heads of Families in the ſeveral Tribes, may 

well be taken for an ancient and welk-known 
Cuſtom, and which likely began upon the 
Death of Jacob, the common Father of all 

the Tribes. Then each Tribe began to have 
Princes and Judges, a Scepter and a Lawgi- 

ver of its own; and they were conſidered 

and addreſſed unto, ds Perſons of chief Dig 

nity and principal Authority in their reſpec- 

tive Tribes; that theſe-Petfons had an Au- 
thority and Jurĩſdiction, may appear from 

| what one of the Hebrews ſaid to Moſes, 
xi.14 bo made thee a Prince and à Fuage & 
ver us? A Prince, it ſhould ſeem, and a Judge 

in the common Acceptation of the Hebrews 

was much the ſame. It appears alſo probable, 

that there was ſome ſort of Union between 

the Princes of the ſeveral Tribes, in whoſe 
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Counſels and Directions the ſeveral Tribes 
were in ſome ſort united into one Body: 


For the P 
yr them ar Elders.of Iſtael, not as Princes 

og, «rm Tribe. Moſes called for 
11755 s. of 1ſrael, — 
the Princes and Heads of Families of the 
whole Hebrew Nation. This Direction con- 
cerning the Paſſover, was by them commu- 
nicated to all Iſrael, was receiv d and obey d 
univerſally by all the Nation, and the Chil. 
dren of Iſrael went aways and as the Lord 
_ commanded Moſes and Aaron, ſo did 
mey. 

Ir is moreover particularly obſery'd, that 
when God brought the Children of Iſrael 
out of Egypt, it was in Hoſts, _ by their 
Armics. The ſelf-ſame Day it came to 
paſs, that all the Hoſts of the Lord went 
out from the Land of Egypt And it 
came to paſs the Js [ame Day, that the 
_ did —_— e Children of Iſrael 

out of Eg yp t. by thaw Armies. This 
makes it — that — the Children 
of Iſrael went out of Egypt, it was not as 
a tumultuous Mob i — fon and. Diſor- 
der, but as Hoſts — an Army, under pro- 
per ee nd ch wich — Own 
Standard... Y 

This ſeeming hight OkGrvation: 8 
— uſe:to-:thew, that in ſo . ſhort. a 
time, on ſo ſudden: a March, with ſo great 
«Number: of People; they could not have 


VG gone 
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of Moſes was to be made Ex. i. at. 


51. 
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gone: out in order as Hoſts and an Army, if 
there had not been ſome known Officers, and 
Form of Diſcipline before: How could 
elſe have known under what Standard they 
were to march, or what particular Officers 
were to command them? It ſhould ſeem 
then, while they were yet in Egypt, the 
Princes of Tribes were acknowledged a fort 
of general Officers of. the Tribes, and the 
Heads of Families, ſubordinate Officers in 
| their reſpective Families as Parts of the Hoſt 
Numb. x. So that the Tribe of Judah, for inſtance, as 
„the Hoſt of Fugdah, was under the Command 
| of Naſbon Prince of Fudah. 
When we ſee the Uſe of theſe Princes and 
Elders of the Tribe of I/rael, both for Coun- 
— and Command, while they were yet in 
gypt, and immediately after they went out 
£ypt, we need not wonder to find very 
near = ſame Order, Dignity and Authority 
continued in them. Here the Wiſdom of 
God ſeems to have confirm'd ancient Cuſ- 
toms, rather than to have made new Con- 
ſtitutions. 
We are not to pott theſe Princes and 
Elders ſhould have publick Courts and Ju 
riſdiction in the Bondage of Egypt, yet they 
| ſeem to have had ſome ſort of political Go- 
vernment among themſelves, even there. 
But the Jer bronias Prefectures, as they 
are uſually called, and the Court of ſeventy 
Elders, which the Rabbins will have the Ori- 


=_ of their Sanhodrim, were very conſ- 
derable 
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derable new Conſtitutions, and are neceſſary 
to be underſtood in ſome meaſure, in order 
to know the ttue Natutc of the Senate of 
the Hebrew Nation. 
When Ferhro came to viſit Moſes in the Jabs 
Wilderneſs, where he encamped at the n, Ae. 
ount of God; he obſerved that Moſes (at Ex. xvüi. 
o judge the People, from the Morning untos: 
the Evening, as in ancient times it was cuſ- 
omary, for chief Magiſtrates to hear Cauſes 
ind adminiſter Juſtice in Perſon. It is pro- 
dable the Judgment of ſo great a Perſon as 
loſes, might be better eſteemed and moro 
quictly ſubmitted unto, than the Judgment 
f Perſons of lower Reputation and Autho- 
ity. 80 Foſephus* underſtood it: They 
not expecting ſuch Right from other Judg- 
es, and when they loſt their Cauſe be- 
fore ſuch: a Judge, they bore it with an 
caly\Mind.” Moſes allo might be deſirous 
o give the People all the Satisfaction he 
ould ; but as Jethro obſerved, this thing 18. 
too heavy for thee, thou art not able to 
erform it thyſelf alone. He adviſes there- 
ore, that Moſes would keep himſelf to 
reater Matters; and as for the common 
auſes, that were daily pleaded, he ſhould ap- 
oint fore Judges, who in his ſtead ſhould 
ear and decide them, and that 1 
ould be provided out of all the People, 21. 
ble Men, ſach as fear Cod, Men of Truth, 
ating Covetouſneſs 3 that he ſhould place 
M ſuch 
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Ex. xvii. The People at all Seaſons . . _ he — 


26. 


ſands, Rulers of Hundreds, Rated, of. 5 
4 


Small Matter they judged 


Author *, by Alfred, or his Direction. 


cd to have been choſen by the People 
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ſuch over the People to be Rulers of Thoy 


ties and Rulers of Tens, and let them 7 


Cauſes they brought unto Moſes, lus t 
t — 


Theſe judges then ſeem to have been a for ar 
of Juſtices of Peace in ſeveral Diviſions, proM ar 
bably taken from the military Diviſions «| 
an Hoſt, into Thouſands, Hundreds, Fiftis 
and Tens; this was a Model proper for then 
as an Army marching, and not unſuitable 
their Settlement as Tribes and Families, in: 
ſort of Counties, Hundreds and Tithing 
Perhaps our old Saxon Conſtitution of He. 
ri in Counties, Hundredors or Centgran 
in Hundreds, and Deciners in Decennatie 
may give ſome light to this Conſtitution d 
Moſes. Some have thought that thoſe Cor 
ſtitutions of the Saxons were. taken fron 
theſe Laws of Moſes, introduced, fays n 


Whoever will conſider the Advice of J 
thro, without too much RabbinicalLearnin 
or too much Veneration for tome gra 
Names, who, in theſe Subjects implicit) 
follow the Rabbins; may, I think, truly pl 
ccive the Reaſon of this Conſtitution, and ti 
Nature of the Conſtitution itſelf. | 

Theſe inferior Judges are generally ſuppl 


; Accor | 

© Bacon of Eng. Government. P.i. p. 70. 

F Aoxipe 209 765 Vo Tv ILantous xavreß. Joſeph.: 
ii. c. 3. 5 
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Ml aecording to Foſephus, approved of all the 

f people according to Moſes's. own Direction; 

Tale ye wiſe Men, and underſtanding, and Deuteron. 
10 known among your Tribes, and I will make 

er) WR them Rulers over you. It ſhould ſeem how- 


ever, that tho in this Conſtitution, Perſons 
are choſen to be Judges for their Wiſdom 
and Integrity; yet as they were to be Per- 
ſons known among their Tribes, it is grealy | 
probable, that they were to be Perſons whole 
Characters were more generally known than 
private Perſons, and therefore that they were 


in choſen out of the Officers, Thus theſe Judg- 
nes will be a ſort of Quorum, diſtinguiſhed 
Whom the reſt of the Officers by a ſpecial | 


ommiſſion of Oyer and Terminer, to hear 
and determine certain leſſer Cauſes brought 
efore them in their ſeveral Diviſions. | 
It does not appear, whether theſe ſeveral 
udges and their Courts were ſuperior to each 
dther, ſo that there lay Appeals from the 
eſſer to the larger, as from a lower Court 
o an higher; may it not rather be deſign d 
o give Perſons liberty to chuſe before whom 
heir Cauſe ſhould be heard, whether within 
cir Tithing or Hundred, or if they had 
nuch greater opinion of the Wiſdom and 
ntegrity of the Judge of the Thouſand of 
rael to which they belong'd, they might, 
they thought fit, be ſo far ſatisfied in chu- 
ng their own Judge, now they had not 
e liberty of bringing the ſmaller Cauſes 
mediately before Moſes. However theſe 

| M 3 Fethronian 
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Fethronian Prefectures, though they mighi 
be a Plan of the provincial: Judges, and { 
of the Senates of the Cities in the proving 

Government, yet they could be no part, | 
conceive, of the States-General, in which al 

the Tribes were united. 798, 
28 This wiſe Proviſion by- the . 
| Prefectures for the more eaſy and ready Ad. 
miniſtration of Juſtice, was inſtituted whilt 
\T/rael incamped at the Mount of God, eithe 
Horeb or Sinai, which were two Names d 
the Eaſtern and Weſtern ſides of the ſan 
Mountain. The Children of 1/-ael encamp 
ed there, about three Months after thei 
March out of Egypt thro the Red Sea int 
the Wilderneſs, and continued there about 
one whole Year ; but before the Coming « 
Fethro, according to the Computation of th 
learned Archbiſhop Uher, the Princes d 
Tribes had made their Offering, and the I: 
bernacle was erected. I obſerve this Ct 
cumſtance as we go along, becauſe it will x 
pear of ſome uſe preſently. The 1ſracht 
by Direction of the Schechinab or Cloud d 
Glory, marched from Sinai to the Wilde 
neſs of Paran, at which time the Am 
Numb. x. march d in its Hoſts, under the Comma 
of the Princes of the Tribes in very cl 
military Order. Here he People © 
plain d, and it diſpleaſed the Lord, and il 
Lord heard it, and the Fire of the Lit 
burned among them, and conſumed 1 
| tha 
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\ 


hi il that were in. the uttermoſt parts of the 
10 Ml Camp. And here the mixt Multitude Numbers 
ul i that was among them fell a luſting, and*i i. 


the Children alſo wept again, and ſaid, who 

tall give us Fleſh to eat? When Moſes 
perceived the great Uneaſineſs and Diſcon- 

rent of the People, and that the Anger of 

the Lord was kindled greatly; he allo was 

greatly concerned and afflicted with fo un- 
promiſing and melancholy a Proſpect of 
Affairs. He complains, I am not able to Numb. xi. 
bear all this People alone, becauſe it is* 

00 heavy for me. Upon this Complaint 

het WM7ehovah ſaid unto Moſes, Gather unto me 
ewenty Men of the Elders of Iſrael, whom 

hou knoweſt, to be Elders of the People and 

Officers over them, and bring them unto 

he Tabernacle of the Congregation, that | 
hey may ſtand there with thee ; and Iwill ot 
ome down and talk with thee there, and 
will take of the Spirit which is upon 

hee, and will put it upon them, and they 

ball bear the Burthen of the People with 

hee, that thou bear it not thy ſelf a- 

one. | | 

This Direction was punQually executed by 
loſes; for Moſes went out and told the 4 25. 
= eople the Words of the Lord, and ga- 
bered the ſeventy Men of the Elders of 

he People, and ſet them round about the 
abernacle ; the Lord came down in 

then Cloud, and ſpake unto him, and took of 

tha he Spirit that was upon him, and gave 

M 3 x1. it 
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it unto the ſeventy —_— and it cams 
to paſs that when ' the Spirit reſted upon 
* them, they propheſied and did not ceaſe! 
This is the Account the Scriptures give of 
the Original and Inſtitution of this famous 
Court or Council, ſo much celebrated by 
the Hebrew Maſters. 
Cen, xlri. © In this Account the Namber ſeventy, 
27 fays Biſhop Patrick, © is ſuppoſed both by 
* the 7ewiſb and Chriſtian Writers, to be 
** derived from the Number of Perſons that 
e went down into Egypt with Jacab, why, 
Mumbers © faith R. Bechai, were a * kind of Pn 
x1. 16. © totype of this Number in future Ages: 
Fx. il. 16. For hence they were Covern d by ſo man 
* Elders when they were in Egypt. (When 
** there is no mention indeed made of the 
e ſeventy, but he gathers it from what fo 
xziy.1--9. © lowed) and thoſe were the ſeventy, whom 
7 * we find at the giving of the Law a littl 
_ after they came out of Egypt, who ar 
Ker. rc called Nobles or Great Men. So that thi 
* Number was not now firſt conſtituted, 
**, but rather continued and confirmed.” 
What might have been the particula 
Reaſon of chuſing the Number of ſeyent) 
out of the many more Elders of the H- 
brews, is neither certain, nor of great In 
portance; but as ſeventy of the Elders, the 
is, out of a greater Number, were choſen 
accompany. Moſes, Aaron, Nadab and 4 


bihu, to the Mount ; ſo here ſeventy 0 
th 
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the Elders of Mrael, that is out of a greater 


Number, are appointed to bear the Burthen 
of the People with Moſes, Whom thou know: 


% to be Elders of the People: For there 
avere many Elders, ſays Biſhop Patrick ®, outs, xxiv. . 
Jof whom ſeventy were choſen. | 
Theſe ſeventy ſo choſen out of the other 
ry, Elders were to be brought to the Tabernacle 
by of the Congregation, that they might ſtand 
be there with Moſes. They were to be preſent- 
ned unto God, and conſecrated to this Service, 


that they might be as a ſtanding Council to 
aſſiſt Moſes in the Government of the Peo- 
ple, ſo as to eaſe him in the Burthen of the 
Government, that he might not continue 
to bear it himſelf alone. In order to give 


he MY grcater Weight and Authority to theſp Coun- 


fol ils, God promiſes he would talk with Mo- 
ons, © to declare, perhaps, ſays the fore-men- 
ine {tioned Biſhop Patrick, © in their Audience, 
a that he appointed them to be Aſſiſtants 
chi to Moſes in the Government: Or by 
res the Voice of the Oracle to declare his Ap- 
brobation of Moſes's Government, and his 
dul Appointment of theſe Elders to aſſiſt him 
enn in his Adminiſtration. And I will take of 
Je Spirit which is upon thee, and put it 
won them; or, in the Words of the ſame 
Author T, © He conferred upon theſe 
Men ſome of the Gifts, (which are here 
meant by Spirit,) vig. of Wiſdom, and 
Judgment, and Courage, with all others 
M 4. * that 

* Patrick, ib. + Id. ib. 
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<« that are needful in à Governor.“ Ta aſ 
ſure the Performance of this Promiſe to the 
Satisfaction of the People, it came to paſi 
when the Spirit reſted on them, they pro 
pheſied and ceaſed not. Not to enter into 
any critical Enquiry how they propheſicd, 
or how long, which is not to our preſent 
purpoſe ; it is ſufficient to obſerve, that the 
Spirit of Prophecy was an evident Sign that 
they were choſen by God for Coagjutors 
to Moſes, that they were approved by him, 
and had received from him a Spirit of Go 
vernment. 
It is not certain in what manner they were 


choſen : © The Fews ſuppoſe that ſix wer: 


* named out of each Tribe, that is ſeycnty- 


« two in all, and in ſeventy Schedule 
„ Moſes wrote the Name of Elder, but the 
x other two were Blanks; then mixing all 
* theſe in an Urn, he bad them come and 

e draw. They who drew a Schedule with 
« the Name Elder on it, were choſen; 
*. they,who drew Blanks, were not.” But, 
as the ſame Author obſeryes, © this whole 
** Story of the Manner of chuſing the Elders, 
* 1s very dubious.“ However it was they 
were nominated or choſen, it is highly pro 
bable, that as they were to bear the com 
mon Burthen of the Goyernment with Moſes, 
which concern'd all the Tribes, and which 
in particular was intended to keep then 
from continual mutinous Complaints 3 z it 
Was 


Patrick, on ver. 26. 
4 ' » 
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was proper there ſhould be an equal Num- 
ber of cach Tribe, and that they ſhould be 
ſuch Perſons as the Tribes themſelves ſhould 
approve, and confirm by their Choice, as 
Perſons fit to be confided in. And thus far 
the Hebrew Writers are unanimous. 

But the Deſign of this Inſtitution is of the 
greateſt Importance, in this Enquiry, In ge- 
neral, they were to bear the Burthen of the 
Pcople with Moſes, that he might not bear 
it alone. This ſure cannot be meant of = 
common and ordinary Adminiſtration of 
tice, which had been provided for juſt 
ere fore, i in the Jethronian Prefectures. As far 
ere then as they were to aſſiſt Moſes in Matters 
ty- WF judiciary, it could only be in thoſe greater 
ics Matters, which, as reſervd Cauſes, were to 
the de brought before Moſes ; or ſuch difficult 
Queſtions as were referred by Appeal from 


and WF the inferior Judges. In this ſenſe, this Court 


vit WY of the ſeventy Elders will be a Conſtitution 
cn; WW not much unlike the Parliament of Paris, 
But, WW ſo far as that is a Court of Law. But this 
nol WF was not the only End for which this Court 
lers was inſtituted. The immediate Occaſion of 
the) I its Inſtitution, was the Complaint of Moſes, 
pro: on the Murmuring and Sedition of the Peo- 
o plc, and the Diſpleaſure of God; that Fire 
/e vas ſent to conſume them that were in the 
uttermoſt Parts of the Camp; © or ſome in 
"i © cvery Part of the Camp, as Biſhop Patrick 
3 IF juſtly obſerves, © where they began to make 
vai © Complaints to one another of their being 

cc « till 
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* ſill in a Wilderneſs.” It is in anſwer 
to this Complaint of 'Moſes on this occaſion, 
that the Lord ſaid, Gather unto me ſeventy 
Men, of the Elders of 1ſraet . . . that they 
may ſtand with thee . . . And they ſhall 
bear the Burthen of the People with thee, 
that thou bear it not thyſelf alone. - We 


| ſee plainly, that theſe ſeventy were to be 


Coadjutors to Moſes in his Councils, how 
to anſwer the People's Complaints, and to 
adviſe what would be beſt to do on all oc: 
caſions, eſpecially of greater Difficulty; to 
preſerve Peace and good Order among the 
People, and to prevent thoſe Mutinies which 
would likely prove fatal to the whole Na. 
tion, if not remedied by ſome means or 
other. | | 

In this View the ſeventy Elders will appear 
to be deſignd not only as a ſtanding Court 
of Law and Equity, to aſſiſt Moſes as Judge 
in Cauſes of greater Conſequence, and in 
Appeals, but to aſſiſt the Judge with their 
Advice on every occaſion ; this was properly 
to bear theBurthen of the People together with 
Moſes, that he might not bear it himſelf 2 
lone. For now the Judge would not beat 
all the Envy or IIl-will of the People when 
diſſatisfied or uncaſy, with any Part of the 
Adminiſtration: For the common People, 
though they know very little of the Reaſons 
of any Adminiſtration, are yet apt to think 
every thing wrong that does not pleaſe them, 


or which is attended with Difficulties to 
: them- 
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themſelves or the Publick. Now, a Coun- 
cil of ſeventy Perſons of the moſt approved 
Wiſdom and Integrity, would at leaſt ſhare 


this Burthen among them all, inſtead of 
throwing the whole on one Man. And it 


would be moreover an Eaſe to the Judge's 


own Mind, and make him more. reſoly'd in 
any Council to be taken or executed, when 
it ſhould be with the Advice and Approba- 
tion of a Multitude of Counſellors, in which 
there is Wiſdom and Safety. And finally, it 
was proper to give Authority and Reſpect 
to ſuch Orders as ſhould be made by Advice 
of Perſons, whom the People themſelves had 
approved and choſen, as eminent for their 
Wiſdom and Integrity. | 

Conſider then this Court, as a — 
nate always at hand, or as a conſtant Privy 
Council to the Judge, and we have a moſt 


wiſe Proviſion for the eaſier and better Go- 


vernment of the whole Nation; and this 


will make a conſiderable Part of the States- 


General of the united Tribes. 

But there remains another Conſideration 
of yery great conſequence, as to the national 
Senate of the Hebrews : Many ſeem to think, 
that it conſiſted only of theſe ſeventyElders, led 
into this great Miſtake, I think, by the chime- 
rical Deſcription the Talmudical Writers have 
given of their Sanhedrim. As if theſe ſeventy 
Elders were the only Members of the Na- 
tional Council, and that the States-General of 
the united Tribes conſiſted of no other — 

ons 
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ſons than theſe. This is a Miſtake, as I con- 
ceive, abſolutely inconſiſtent with ſome of 
the plaineſt Fats of the Hebrew Hiſtory, and 
which has miſled ſome very learned Men 
into a conſiderable Error, concerning the 
true Nature of the Hebrew Government. 

For the Princes or Nobles of the Hebrews 
in their ſeveral Tribes, that is, the Princes 
of the Tribes and the Heads of the Familics 
of their Fathers, appear very plainly to have 
Sefton and Vote in their national Senate. 
A few Inſtances will be a ſufficient Proof of 
this Part of the Hebrew Government. 

When the Children of Reuben and Cad 
came with a Petition to have their Settle- 
ment aſſign d to them on the Eaſt of For. 

Numbers. dan, They came and ſpake unto Moſes 
Ku l. and Eleazar the Prieſt, and unto the 
Princes of the Congregation. Though this 
Petition was long after the Inſtitution of the 
Sanhedrim, yet the Princes of the Congre: 
gation are afſembled to conſider this Pro- 
poſal ; as they had been before in the Caſe 
xxvii of Female Sueceſſions, and as they were after- 
wards upon the Regulation of the Marriages 
xaxvi, Of Hezreſſes within their own Families. 

As thoſe Perſons are deſcribed by the Titles 
of the Princes, the chief Fathers of the Chil- 
dren of 1/7ael, it is plain we are to under. 
ſtand the ſame Perſons who were Princes of 
Tribes and Heads of Families, who were the 
Nobles of Iſtael before the Inſtitution of 


the Sanhedrim, whoſe Rank and Authority 
| In 
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in the Hebrew Government was no ways 
taken away by the Inſtitution of that Court. 
Theſe were ſtill the great Council or Senate 
of the Nation. This may appear yet more 
evident from- a few Inſtances under the Ad- 
1 of Joſhua the Succeſſor of Mo- 


"When Joſhua made a League with the G. v 
beonites, it was confirmed by the Approba- 
tion of the Princes of the Congregation z 
And Joſhua made Peace with them and Joſix.:s. 
made a League with them, and the Princes 
of the Congre _ ſware unto them. And 
thus again, when the Daughters of Zelophe- 
had came to petition for their Inheritance, 
as it had been ordered by the Voice of the 
Oracle, They came near ro Eleagar the xvii. 4. 
Prieſt, before Foſhua the Son of Nur, 
and before the Princes. And once more, 
when the Ezftern Tribes had built an Altat 
which — calouſy to the Weſtern Tribes, 
They hineas the Son of Eledzar the xx. 13s 
Pric got with him ten Princes of each . 
chief Houſe 4 Prince, throughout all the 
Tribes of Iſtael, and cath one was an 
Head of the Houſe of their Fathers u- 
mong the Thouſands of Iſtael: That is, 
they ſent a ſolemn Deputation of the na- 
tional Senate, in the Name of the whole 
Congregation of the Lord, to txpoſtulare the 
Matter with them. 
But how, you will ſay, are we then to un- 
derſtand the ſeeming different Accounts — 
the 
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the Senate of [/rae/ ? Was the Court of 
Council of the Sanhedrim the ſame Perſons 
with theſe Princes of 1/7ael ? The Deſcrip 
tion of theſe Princes, is ſuch, as cannot poſ: 
ſibly agree with any other Perſons than the 
Princes of the Tribes, and the Heads of Fs 
milies, ſo well known before the Inſtitution 
of the Sanhedrim, that it cannot mean the 
ſeventy Elders of the Sanhedrim only; and 


yet their Rank and Authority are ſpoken of 
in ſuch manner, as to ſhew, that they were 


employed in the great Affairs of the N ation, 
why may we not conceive of the Sanhedrim 
as a ſelect Senate, or as a leſſer and privy 
Council; when yet all the Princes of Iſrael 
might have Seſſion and Vote in the great 
and general Council of the N ation, which, 
when aſſembled, is called by the ancient Style 
the Princes of the Congregation; and this 
may be a good Reaſon: why the Elders of the 
Sanhedrim have ſo little expreſs Notice ta 


ken of them; for when the general nationd 


Senate was aſſembled, they were conſidercd 
only as particular Members of it. 


Perhaps a.modern Conſtitution, which is 
more generally known, may ſerve to give Us 
an eaſier Notion of this national Senate of 
the Hebrews ; I mean the Conſtitution of 
the Parliament of Paris, which is thus gt 
ven us by an eminent Author : © Our Kings 


attended the great Affairs. They aſſent 


e bled the great Men of the Kingdom, and 


«« theſe Aſſemblies were called the Kings 
& Court 
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* Court or Parliament. The great Men 
« who attended theſe Aſſemblies, were tiled 
* Barons of the Kingdom, and afterwards 
« Peers of France. © Theſe Barons of the 
* Kingdom were the Biſhops, Dukes, Earls, 
* and all the great Tenants, who held im- 
* mediately of the' Crown ; but as it was 
* not eaſy to examine fully many of the 
Affairs which came before them, the 
* Kings gave Commiſſion to Men of Abi- 
© lities,” to aſſiſt with their Care and Coun- 
* cils, and theſe Counſellors were called 
« Maſters of Parliament *.” | 

In the Parliament of Paris then, all the 
Peers of France have Seſſion and Vote; 
but for the ordinary and common . Buſineſs, 
as a Court of Law and Appeals, a certain 
Number of Counſellors. are commiſſion d 
to tranſact it. Theſe Maſters of Parliament 
are Men learned in the Laws, preſide as Judg- 
es in a Court of Juſtice, to examine and re- 
giſter the Acts of State, &c. But on extra- 
ordinary Occafions, when a full Parliament 

: | 4 is 

* Les Rois continuoient toujours a prendre Connoiſſance 
des grandes Affaires, ils aſſembloient les Grands du Royaume, 
et ces Aſſemblees Etoient appellées la Cour du Roy, ou le 
Parlement ; les Grands qui y afſiſtoient furent qualifies Barons 
du Royaume, et enſuite Pairs du France, les Barons du 
Royaume Etoient, les Eveques, les Ducs, les Comtes, en 
une mot, les Grands Vaſſaux immediates de la Couronne, 
mais comme il etoit malaiſe d'examiner a Fonds la plupart 
des Affaires, les Roys commirent des Gens, habiles pour les 
aider, de leur ſoins, et de leur Conſeil, et ces Conſeillers 


furent appellees Maitres du Parlement. La Force De/cripr. 
d la France, Tom. I. p. 204. 
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is ſummoned, all the Peers of France have 10 
1 of Scilion and Vote as Members o Bu 


"8 were to ſuppoſe the Sanhedrim — 
what after this manner, canſtantly attending 
as Judges in more difficult Caſes of To 
and Appeals, and to aſſiſt the judge as « 

rivy Council on common Occaſions; and 
if we, were to conſider the Princes of 1/ 
rael, as Peers of Iſrael, who had Seſſion 
and Vore i in the national Senate when aſlem- 
bled on extraordinary Occaſions of greater 
Conſequence: We ſhould come nearer, | 
think, to the Truth of the Caſe than we 
generally do, from the falſe Notions of the 
Sanhedrim, taught in the fabulous Account 
of the Talmudiſis. 

Some may imagine the Preamble to. the 
Laws of King Ina“, will give ſome light 
to this Conſtitutions. there. is mention of 
all his A/dermen+, and at the ſame time 
of the elder wiſe Men: What may wc 
ſuppoſe the Difference between theſe ? As 
the Alderman appears to be much the ſame 
with Earl, while that was a Name of Office | 
and chicf Government in a County; ſo thc 
Witan ſeem to be Men of Learning in the 
Law, or employ d in Affairs of State, 10 

0 


wh Mid Edllum minum Ealdermannum, and tham yldefſtat 
Witan minre theod, _— Senatorum meorum, & natu 


majorum Sa ientum F ei. h Leet. 
1 . Se, Senator Pens Satrapa, Witword, 
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Ve o moſt converſarit and beſt skill/d'in them. 
of ¶ Bur ſuch Similitude of the wiſe Men to the 

Hebrew Sanhedrim, and of the Aldermen 
e ¶ to the Princes of Iſtael, is ſubmitted to the 
judgment of thoſe who are skilld in our 
Saxon Antiquities. 

However, this ſcems Fo and e 
that whoever they were who compoſed the 
If great Council or Senate of the Hebrew Na- 
on ion, under the Stile of Princes or Elders, 
hat there was a Senate to aſſiſt the Judge, 
und by whoſe Advice he acted in Affairs of 
onſequence, and which concerned the 
hole Nation. And this was a ſecond Part 
of the Union of the Tribes. There was a 
as rational Council zn! Senate, as well as a 

I 125 all M | 


he 

an | 
A | 0 1 A P. X. 

we | 

n of the Ju p GB. 

my I the Anne of the Hebrew Polity, 
* having taken care by the Congregation 


al pr al Iſrael, and by the Senate of Princes 
nd Elders, for the Preſervation of the Li- 
crties of the People, and for the Wiſdom 
fo f the Adminiſtration-of Government, takes 
fat WWirther care of the executive Powers, that 
he wiſe Refolutions which might be taken 
ord, It any time, ſhould be brought into due and 
imcly Execution; and that the Fotce of tlie 

N Nation 
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Nation ſhould be properly employed fot | 
the Defence and Protection of the whole. 
The wiſeſt Nations have ever: thought it 

convenient to lodge theſe Powers either in 
one hand, or at leaſt in a fc, to prevent Ml t 
the Delays and manifeſt Inconveniencc; Ml t 
which would certainly atiſe from Difference 
of Scatiments in Perſons of egal Autho t 
rity, when things were to be brought into e 
Exccutian ; . to that almoſt all Forms of C 
vernment have. found it neceſſary to ha 2 
ſlome Commander in Chief for their Armies © 
and ſome firff or principal Magiſtrate oi p 
Magiſtrates, cither hereditary. or for Tern 
of Life, or Vears, to ſummon the natiom tl 


Councils, to preſide in them, and to ſee to m 

duc Adminiſtration. of Juſtice, according u tt 

Law and Equity. Thus the Lacedæmoniau © 

had their Kings, the Athenians their 4 di 

chons, the Carthaginians their Suffetes, ti ci! 

Romans their Confuls, and the Hebreu Pe 

their Judges. ff | Ct 

Very little is to be learn'd of the Natureol tic 

2 Magiſtracy from its Natne, the Kings os 

] — — had no more Authority than ti 0c 
* Conſuls of Nome; and among the I RK 
= brews the Words King and Judge ſeem i of 
| | be uſcd promiſcuouſly. For, as Berti W 
11 obſcrves." „ the word e in ſome plac the 
1 | 28 „ mei Op] 
N E Regis autem nomine incelligh es Dede He: 
ul Dux quiliber, qualis fuerat Moles, Jes etiam Joſhua, qu Or 
les denique fuerunt ſudiccs qui Pol excitau ſunt. . 70 


| 
| | 4 Rep. Hebrg. 104. 
| 
| 
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„means only a chief Governor or Captain, 
« ſuch as Moſes, Feſtua, and the other Judg- 
nes.“ Moſes is in particular called King peuteron, 
in in Jeſurun; and to judge Iſrael was of xxxiii. 5. 
em the fame Import, and meant the fame Au- 
( thority. . . 8 2 ter; 20 | 
nce The Title of King in the Aſter- times of 
bo- the Hebrew Government did ſignify a Ma- 
mo giſtracy, different in ſome. things from the 
Go Magiſtracy of a — 4 yet not in ſo many 
tas arc uſually thought; but the Difference 
ie between theſe Magiſtracies is not to our 
» ol preſent purpoſe. | 174022 
The Magiſtracy of Judge, as it appears in 
the ancient Hebrew Hiſtory, and in the Ad- 
miniſtration of Moſes and Joſbua, was the 
true primitive Conſtitution of the Hebrew 
Government, and which the Wiſdom of the 
divine Lawgiver had appointed as one prin- 
cipal Part of the Union of the Tribes, in the 
Power of their Arms, in their national 
Councils, and in the Adminiſtration of na- 
tional Jultice. | 5 
This Part of the Conſtitution was very 
ſoon neglected and altered: There Was 10 juoges 
King or Fudge in 1ſzael. The Conſequence vx 1. 
of which, was vcry great Diſorders, Civil 
Wars among thcmſclves, Invaſions from 
their Enemies, by whom they were greatly 
oppreſs'd, and they were made to ſerve their 
Heathen Neighbours. This continued more 
or leſs, from a little after the Death of 
fobna and the Elders of his time, till this 
1 Part 
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Part of the Conſtitution was in ſome mea 
ſure reſtored under Eli and Samuel; which 
was ſoon after changed into the « Office and 
Authority of the Aﬀecr-Kings." When the 
chief Magiſtracy became an hereditary Office, 
and was inlarged with ſome new Powers; 
but as that was not the original Conſtitution, 
it is what our preſent Enquiry is very little 
concerned in. Wi. are only concerned to 
examine how this Magiſtracy was inſtituted 
and exerciſed by Moſes and Zoſhua, in whoſe 
Hiſtory alone we can expect to find a true 
Account of it. * Agrecable to this true hiſto- 
rical Account, Cenringius x, gives a general De 
ſcriprion: of this Magiltracy in Moſes, That 
with reſpect to God who'refery'd to him. 
ſelf the ſupreme Authority over the He. 
Abreu Nation; and who was himſelf pro 
** perly King of Iſrael, Moſes might not 
« amproperly be called his Viceroy. +How- 
cver, © that Moſes had a Magiſtracy and 
* an Autlierity tho depending in a peculiar 
* manner on God himſelf, of conſulting, 
appointing, commanding, and judging 
Controverſies i in the Hebrew Nation, is 
OY evident 


* Quem, habito reſpectu ad Deum, — 8 poreſla- 
tem, ſibi in Populo Hebr:co ſervaverat, atque adeo illus Rex 
er:'t, haud abſurde proregem dixeris. e de Kit 
Hebre. 249. 

Cæterum getiſſe Moyſem Magiftratm, habuiſſeque po: 
teſtatein, peculiari tamen modo ab ipſo Deo dependentem, de- 
liberandi, ttatuendi, et mandandi, ac de controvetſiis jad: 
candi in Gente Ebrgorum, id ex Hiftoria ſacra, d am 110 
Moy fes Ne de * Id. ib. 20. 


F the HEBREWS. 1281 
evident from the! ſacted Hiſtory, which 
« Moſes himſelf wrote. 

We may find a pretty exact Account of 
the Nature of this high Office in the He-. 
brew Government, in the Appointment of 
Joſbua Succeſſor to Maſes, and the Recogni- 
tion of his Authority by the People. 

As to the Appointment of Foſhua, Succeſ- 
ſor to Moſes, the Lord faid unto Moſes, Nun... 
take thee Foſhua the Son of Nun, a Man in i 
whom is the Spirit, and lay thine Handl 
upon him, and ſet him before Eleazar the 
Prieſt, and before all the Congregation, 
mand give him a Charge in their ſight ; and ' 
m. %% halt put ſome of thine Honour upon 
Te. im, that all the Congregation of the Chil- 
ro Nen of 1/rael may be . and he ſhall 
1ot and before Eleazar the Prieſt, who ſhall 
W- t Connſcl for him, after the Fudgment 
nd , Urim before the Lord, at his Word ſpall 
liar Ney go out, and at his Word they ſball 
ng, {come in, toth he and all the Children 
ing ef 1/rael with him, even all the Congrega- 
„i. 3 
ent From this Account, tho ſhort, we may xz; .. /. 
et, I think, conclude with ſufficient Autho- -, 
der ity, that this high Office of the judge of We 
N. Mae was not to be an hereditary Office; 
or did the Policy of Moſes take one ſtep 


-e perpetuate this great Magiſtracy . in his 
* oſteriry or Family. On the contrary, the 


tory informs us, that Moſes himſelf de- 
| N 3 fired 
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ſired the Nomination of a Succeſſor. before 


his Death, and conſulted the Onacle upon it 


— 's And Moſes pake unto the Lord, ſaying, bt 


16, 1 


— the Lord the God of the Spirits ef all 


Fleſh ſet a Man over the ation, 
which may go out before them, a which 
may go in 2 fore them, and which may 
lead them out, and which may bring them 
in, that the Congregation of the Lord be 
not as Sheep which have no Shepherd. 

It appears then Moſes could have no views 
of leaving this great and powerful Office in 
the Hebrew Government, an hereditary Ho- 
nour in his own Family, in virtue- of any 
hereditary Claims or Right. It was highly 
conyenient, this important Office ſhould be 
diſcharged by Perſons of great and'eminent 

ualifications. A Man, © in whom was the 
66 Spirit of Courage, Prudence, and the 
* Fear of God, with all other Gifts neceſ 
<, fary in an excellent Governor,” ſays Biſhop 
Patrick. And therefore God, by the Voice 
of his Oracle, appoints Foſbua the Son of 


Nun, of another Family, and even of another 


Tribe, to be his Succeſſor; for Joſbua was 
of the Tribe of Ephraim. Thus this high 
Office of Moſes, with all his Authority and 
with all his Policy, continued in hi Nang 
no longer than his own Life. 
However, the great Uſefulneſs 100 Impor 
tance of this Magiſtracy in the Hebrew Go 


vernment, is ſtrongly recommended as a ma 
terial 


nofughe 'HEBREW'S. | 
terial Part of the Conſtitution, that the Con- 
gregation may not be as Sheep without a 
Shepherd. To go in and out before them, 
to lead them out, and to bring them in, 
may mean the Command in War and the 
Direction of civil Affairs; and it ſhould 
ſeem to be underſtood fo, when Moſes is di- 
reed to put ſome of his Honour on Joſbua, 
that all the Congregation of the Children 
of Iſrael may be obedient. What can be the 
Meaning of putting ſome of the Honour 
of Moſes on Foſbua, but what Biſhop Pa- 
trick obſerves, © communicating ſome of 
his Authority to him at preſent, and mak- 
ing him an Aſſociate in the Government?” 
Now it is plain, that Moſes judged Iſrael 
by Authority in Civil Affairs, as well as by 
the chief Command of their Armies. 
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It will farther however appear, that how 7 Autte- 
great ſoever the Authority of the Hebrew it of the 


Judge or Saat holder was, it could not be 
arbitrary, Greater Matters, as we have ſccn, 
were to be propoſed to the Congregation 
and Princes, or Senate of 1/#ae/ ; and he was 
alſo to conſult the Oracle, after the Fudg- 
ment of Urim before the Lord: So that the 
Judge, as well as the Congregation, were to 
be directed by the Oracle. The Rabbins 
have form d a general Maxim from hence, 
That no private Perſon was allow d to con- 
* ſult the Oracle; none but the King, the 
Head of the great Sanhedrim, and ſuch 
e 
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© as were appointed in * Name of all the 
© People d 2 2: 100 vain ins Ft 

It . is plain the Judge b here diredhod.to 
ſtand before the Prieſt, who ſhall ask Counſe 
for him. In this all the Succeſſors of Moſer 
were inferior to him. He conſulted the 0. 
racle himſelf, but all his Succeſſors were to 
ask Coanſel of the Oracle by the High 
rieſt. So that the Authority of the Judge 
cauld not be; arbitrary, when it was tem. 
pered by the Approbation of the Oracle, 
as well as by the Advice and Conſent of the 
Senate and People. This Uſe af the Oraci 
may give light to tame Parts of the Hebrec 
Hiſtory, which too commonly are miſtaken, ot 
not well undcrſtood, - In particular, this wil 
ſhew a wilc Reaſon why the Hebrews were 
lo often overcome and oppreſs'd by their 
Enemies, becauſe they acted raſhly, truſting 
to theit own Counſels without asking Coun 
lel of the Oracle, or diſregarding the Di 
rections giyen by it, which mult be a very cti 
minal Behaviour in, this Conſtitution, 

We may yet more diſtinctly perceive the 
Nature of this Part of the Hebrew Govern: 
ment, if wc conſider Joſbua s actual Accel 

Joſn. i. 1. ſion to the Government. Now: after the 
Death of Moſes the Servant of the Lord, 
it came to paſs that he Lare 2 unti 

' of} Foſbus 


Ne” * ad ud in | Miſna, de conſulends eee 
mini {cu. Id licuiſſe privato, ſed Regi, & Synedrio. & © 
qui Rei publicæ, id eſt qui Populi & Univerſitatis nomine, 
ende Autoritate ut Legatys conſulebat. Selden de Syned, 
R. c. 83. $.4- V. I. 1723. 
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oſbua the Son of Nun, Moſes's Miniſter; 
and encourages him to take upon him the 
to Command of the Iſaelires, promiſing there Jol. i. 5. 
ſhall not be any Man able 10 ſtand before 
4 bee, all the Days of thy Life ; as I was 
0- ¶ 1th Moſes, fo I will be with thee, I will 
to Ml not fail thee nor forſake thee. Thus Foſbus 
vas in a very ſolemn Manner confirm'd in 
ge his Office by the Voice of the Oracle; on, 
M · 
le, 
he 
cle 


this Occaſion he ſends for the Tribes of Neu. 15. 
ben, Cad, and the half Tribe of | Manaſſeh, 
who were ſettled in the Country Eaſt of For- 
dan, to direct them to pals with their Bre- 
er thren over that River, and to aſſiſt them in 
or Ml taking poſſeſſion of their Portion on the 
vill MF Weſtern Side. Now the Authority they ac- 
ere ¶ knowledg'd in Joſbua as Judge, is thus ex- 


eit pteſs d: And they anſwered Foſhua, ſaying, 16,17,18. 
ing All that thou commandeſt us, we lt p 3 


un. and whitherſoever thou ſendeſt us, we 
Di. vill go. According as we hearkened unto 
cri: Meſes in all things, ſo will we hearken 
unto thee only : the Lord thy God be with 
the thee, as he was with Moſes. Whoſoever 
-n- ¶ be be that doth rebel againſt thy Command. 
cel W nent, and will not hearken unto thy Words 
the i in all that thou commandeſt him, he ſball 
be put to death; only be ſtrong and of a 
wi good Courage. 
bu This ſcems, ſays Biſhop Patrick, to be the 
ne Voice of all the People, and of their Elders, 
& « ora Decree made by the Elders, as the Fews 
2 | underſtand 
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underſtand it. Ie is moſt likely, this was 
Tranſaction with the ae People of 1/ae! 


F: or with the hole Congtcgation ; and ſo | 


will be the legal Form, in which they recog 
niz d the Authority of Jeſhaa. Hence, 
contumacious Diſobedience to the Com. 
mands of the Judge, was a capital Offence; 
for tho the judge had not arbitrary Power, 


but was to act by Advice of the Orac: 


and Conſent: of the Princes and Congrega 


tion; yet for any private Perſon, or for an 
Number of private Perſons, to refuſe Obe 
dience to the Orders of the Judge, was: 
Violation of all Order and Government,: 
kind of Mutiny and Deſertion, which in 
all wiſe Governments have always bcen pu 
nig as capital Crimes. 

The Authority then of the Fudge was ven 


great. As a General in War, he had the chief 


Command of the Army: As the chief ciyi 
Magiſtrate, he ſummoned the Senate, and 


the Congregation of the People, propoſed 
the publick Affairs unto them, as a firit Se 


natorian Magiſtrate ; and ated in all thing 


as Viceroy, or Stadthelder of Febovah the 
King of Iſtael. He had that Authority in 
War, as General, and in. publick Affairs d 
State, preſiding in their Cauncils,. and exc 
cuting their Reſolutions, that the executive 
Power of the Government was principal 


| Jadged in his hands. 


4 Y W | Thus 
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Thus the Scriptures chemfelves repreſent 
8 le muſt be very unfair to 
te to chis Inſtirotivn ary Faults What-' 
2 which are W ſolely to a Cor- 
mption or Alreration of it: Whether un- 


det the Judges, ſoon after Joſpua, to the 
Election of Saul or from thence during 


the Covernment under the Kings. It 


would be too long fo ſhew in particular, 


wherein thoſe Governments departed from 


the original Conſtitution; it may be ſufficient 
to make one general Remark : That what 


the Hebrow . Nation ſuffered for omitting 


this Part of their Conſtitution, taught 
them the Neceſſity of | reviving it in ſome 
Form or other; and hat they ſuffered after- 
wards plainly ſhewed, that the Alterations 
made in this Office, were very far from A- 
mendments, It might eaſily be made to ap- 
pear, from the weak State of the Hebrews 
under occaſional Judges, raisd only for a 
time, and whoſe Authority reach'd but a 
Part of the Nation, and from the fatal Rent 
of the Kingdom of Iſrael, from the King- 
dom of Judah, owing to the Reſolution of 
Rehoboam, to follow the Councils of private 
Men and Favourites, againſt the national 
Council and Congregation ; who welt nnder- 
ſtood their own Power, tho' he was ſo weak 


a3 not to know it, or 10 obſtinate as not to 


regard it. 
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Rang — a ſhort: Symanark of the Ne 
ture of this Office, in the Words of the 
learned Calmet. It (the Authority of of the 
Judges) <« xeach'd both to Affairs of Wat 
and Peace. They determined Cauſes with 
* abſolute Authority, but they had no Power 
4 to make new Laws or impoſe new Taxes 
< on the People. They were Protectors of 
e the Law, Defenders of Religion, Avengers 
*< of Crimes, eſpecially of Idolatry ; yet (till 


without Shew, without Pomp, without 


* Followers, without Equipage, unleſs their 
own Eſtates enabled them to have a Num 
ber of Servants conformable to their Dig- 
* nity . But this could ſeldom happen; 
for, as our Author further obſerves, ©. The 
« Revenues of their Office conſiſted in the 
« Preſents that were made to them they 
* had no other ſettled Revenue, nor did 
** they raiſe any thing from the People. 
Here then was a Magiſtrate of great Ser- 
vice in uniting the Councils and - Forces of 
the Hebrew Nation; and what may deſerve 
a particular Reflection, a Magiſtrate of ſuch 
Authority as was fafhcient to prevent any 


ambitious Deligns of any other Magiſtrates, 


how great or powerful ſoever, from taking 


place, whether of the Princes of the Tribes, 


or of an oy of the more powerful Tribes, or 
of the 20. Prieſt whatever you will ſup 
poſe 

„ Calmet Dict. V. Juges, 
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pole their Authority to be. For the chief 


7 uten both in Affairs of War and Peace 
* peing lodged in his hands, all: other Perſons 
J — —.— Obligations of Obedience to him, 


and contumacious Diſobedience to him, was 
a capital Crime by the Conſtitmion and 
25 he had the chief Commandcof all Icael 
as an Army, what ambitious Views cauld be 
ut in execution without a Revolt 
of all the Tribes, hardly poſſchle when the 
Tribes were under the Command of different 
Princes, who could have no common latereſts 
or Ambition to unite them, but muſt rather 
have oppoſite Intereſts and Ambition; unleſs 
they. ſhould þ&@ united in Preſeryation of the 
5 Conſtitutipn and the common national Li- 


i Noerty, if the Judge ſhould attempt to ſtretch 
he 


is Power and Authority beyond its legal 
the sounds ſet to it by the Conſtitution. le 
vet on the other. hand, this Conſtitution 
has taken the urmoſt Care, and with all the 
arks of political Wiſdom, that the Judge 


is Authority beyond its legal Bounds ; for 
is Authority was temper d. by the Oracle, 
and by the Advice and Conſent of the He- 
ret Senate and People. He had no Power 
o alter or change any Laws, nor to make 
any new one as occaſion might offer to 
rengthen his Intereſt, or to repeal any old 
Law that might ſtand in his way. The very 


Fcrſons who had the Rank of his Coun- 
ſellors, 


ſhould not have it in his power to ſtretch 


189 


Of-- the: Gioid Governitent 
ſellors, were Commandets of the Hoſts d 
Iſtarlʒ; and thc whole Army of T/Faet con 
fiſted of nome but the Frecholders of Tul 
There was no ſuch thing as a Soldier, 
cither of Kirn or Officers; Who were liftet 
en ſoͤlde, or for Pay; not had the "Jude: 
any thing to pay them with, if there ha 
been any to be hired: For no Iſraclii 
could/lincreafe his Eſtmte by the Coiiſtit il | 
tion, in virtut of the univerſil and perp ff 1! 
rual Azrurian Law and no Man cod f 
make à great Eſtate any other way, in! 
Country wheve there was no Foreign Trad: 
and where Inteteſt of Money, if any one 
could be fappoled to have much, was mol 
ſtrictiy prohibned by Law. And when, f 
nally, he could not, on any pretence whit 
ſoever, - raiſe Moncy by a Tat on the Pev 
ple. For the People wete liable to 1 
Taxes, but What they: paid by the origin! 
Conſtitutiom to che Temple and Levites 
which was the whole: publiek Revenue, a 
civil Liſt vf the Hebron) Government. 
But theſe Ieflections will deſerve a mon 


particular Conſideration in another Place. Bi 
at 2 20 1s bas ib LY tr 
LOA N 2461 of 
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4 T REr remgin one a * 
ain of very, great to a, right 
"oy Bae e of, 955 exament, 
rp. la other Gœvernments cle d Polity con- 
o filted 9 7 in Aa (Rape, 4 
u Lenate, with ſome chief Magz rate or Ma 
ad Littrates. The, 1 and. Romans were 
on uſed indeed, 7 on, inte extraordinary occa- 
woll ſions, to conluls their Oracles; and they ac- 
counted it very wiſe and prudent to under- 


take all great; Affairs e ox augurato, 
vith the Approbation of the Gods. Their 
Auſpices and Augurs were Officers of State, 
of Reputation and Cid tho theſe. wife 


their Idolatry, as to conſult what the Events 
of Things would be by the moſt filly and 


birds," the pec ting of Chicken, or the En- 
trails of the Bealts to be ſacriſiced. But none 
of theſe Governments placed the Sovereigat: y 
in the Gods, whoſe Oracles they conſulrcd.; 
gencrally they had not the Honour of being 
the tutelar Gods of the particular Cities 
which conſulted them. Such were the ce- 
lebrated Oracles of Apollo at Delphi, aud 


of Jupiter Hammon in EilVa. But the 
Hetrits 


ridiculous Superſtitions ; by the, f{yemg of 
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Ex xx. i, z. the ten Commands was thus enacted, And 
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Hebrew Government placed the Majeſftar 
Imperii, the Sovereignty as King, in Jebel 
Fehovah the one true God was not only 
their God, and as ſuch the only Object of Il 
their Religion and Worſhip, but he was the Nis 
King of Iſ3ael, and ſo the proper political f 
Head of that Nition. And thus, as has been Il 
obſerved, this Government is very properly n 
called by Jaſephus and others, à Theocrary ; NI 
or, according to Conringiut, The fumm fu 
* Poteſtas, or ſovereign Authority, confi; I ic 
©* chiefly in three Things, in making Laws, {Wal 
< declaring War, and appointing Magiſtrates; Nei 
the ſupreme Direction of ul which were ol 
placed by the Febrew' Conſtitution in 
wi __- he ee BEL, 
It is manifeſt, to uſe the Words of the 
ſame Author, that God reſerved to himſelf 
the Power of making Laws. The Law of 


Cod pale all theſe Words, ſaying, I 4 
the Lord thy God, which have brought con 
thee out of the Land of Egypt, out of n 
the Houſe of Bondage. Theſe Laws arc the. 
given the Hebrew Nation by Fehovah, not {M/'#7 

the Maker of Heaven and Earth, but as / 
their Kitig, who had delivered them out of C 


In hei. 


| © Tia adeo fuerunt, in quibus ſumma poteſtas  quantan Mor 


nimirum in Politicis obſervare poſſumus, quam maxime el 
conſpicua, Leges condere, Bellum indicere, Magiitratus Judi- 
ciique conſtituere; 1 omnium in Rep iblica Ebræo ＋ , 
rum, penes ipſum Deum Arbittium fuit. | Conringius de hep Wit he | 
FEbre. J. vii. 240. | 8 
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In like manner, God publiſhes alſo the 
Ju te, the political or judicial Laws. 
And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, thus ſhalt Exodus 
thou ſay unto the Children of Iſrael. This 
is a Preamble to the following judicial Laws 
from Fehovah to Moſes, and by him to the 
Hebrew Nation. Now theſe are the Fudg- . _ 
ments which thou ſhalt ſet before them. 
This Authority of making Laws was ſo 
fully and intirely reſerved to Jehovah him- 
ſelf, as King of Iſrael, that no Power was 
allowed to any Magiſtrate or Court of 1/7ae/, 
cither to make a new Law, or to repeal an 
old one. It was not allowed to the High- Det i, 
Prieſt, the Fudge, the Senate, the Congre-1, 2 

zation aſſembled in full Parliament, much 

he Jess was ſuch Power lodged in the hands of ** 
elf Neither of them ſeparately, as has been ob- 
of ſerved before, and as appears to be a funda- 
mental Law of the Conſtitution. | 
„ W 7ehovah moreover as King of 1/rael, 
þt commanded their Armies. The Tabernacle 
of Jin the Camp was the Tent of Fehovah, as 
are their General, 7hat thy Cloud, ſays Moſes, x imbers 
wot N endeth over them; and that thou goeſt xiv. 14. 

as Nefore them by Daytime in a Pillar of a 
of Cloud, and in a Pillar 4 Fire by Night. 

This Glory, or Schechinah, gave Orders for 


In their marching or continuing in their Camp: 
can Wor when the Cloud was taken up from the ix. 17, 13. 
ol Tabernacle, then after that the Children 
an, Lſrael journeyed, and in the Place where - 
ae Cloud abode, there the Children of 27 

O rael 


* 
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rael pitched their Tents ; at the Command 

ment of Jehovah the Children of Iſrulf* 
journeyed, and at the Comma of 

Fehovah they piteh d. Hence we ſee tief 

Propriety and Beauty of thoſe Expreſſion" 

Numb. x. of Moſes, And it came to paſs when th 

35, 36. Ark ſet forward, that Moſes ſaid, Riff 

up LORD, and let thine Enemies be ſta! 

tered, and let them that hate thee flee C 

fore thee; and when it reſted he ſaid, u 

turn, O LORD, unto the many Thouſand 

of Iſrael.- It was therefore a great Preſum 


repreſented, I would hope thro” Ignoranc 
of the true Reaſon, as an unanſwerable 0! 
jection to this great Privilege of the Hebrea""\ 
Nation, that God was their King and G 


tion for the Army to march without ti 
| Direction, eſpecially againſt it. Moſes ofiffſ* 
4 ſuch an occaſion thus juſtly he ol 
* x v.4142-And Moſes ſaid, Wherefore now do of 
| tranſgreſs the Commandment of the Loi” 
| but it ſhall not proſper £ Go not up, fl Pu 
WW the Lord is not among you, that ye be uf cle 
= ſmitten before your Enemies. This Obſe M. 
14 vation alone is a ſatisfactory Reaſon wit” 
"4 the Hebrews were often ſmitten beſaſ “ 
= their Enemies, tho Fehovah was their Kin bot 
; | and General, A Circumiſtance ſome hu * 
{ ö 
4 


vernor. 1 

To give but one Inſtance more, the Dffe'” 

_ rections for the Siege of Jericho, and iche 
k | Manner of taking it at laſt, which are rack 


jo. vi. largely related in the Hiſtory of Joſbua, en 


e WW + 
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a full Evidence how far the Oracle or Worp 
of Fehovah diręcted their military Affairs. 

Finally, the Conſtitution of their Judges, | 
ſuperior and inferior, and the Cognizance of 
many Cauſes, ſome in the firſt Inſtance, and 
others on Appeal, are another Branch of the 
Sovereignty of Jehovah as King of 1/7ael. 

The Uſe of the Oracle in deciding difficult 
Caſes in Law, is the more obſervable as it 
ſerves to explain the Conſtitution, with re- 
ſpect to Appeals. The Oracle thus decided Numb. iz. 
the Queſtion, how Perſons defiled by a dead $9: 
Body, were to keep the Paſſover. . Thus alſo xx. 7. 
the Oracle determined the Queſtion of Female- 
Heireſſes, in the caſe of the Daughters of 
Zelophehad. And thus, it was the Oracle, xv. 30.38. 
or WORD of Fehovah, which declar'd the 
Puniſhment of breaking the Sabbath. Hence 

the laſt Reſort in Cauſes judiciary of greater 
Moment and Difhculty was in the Oracle, 

not in the private Opinion of the High- 
Prieſt alone, or of the Judge alone, or of 
both jointly with the Senate, unleſs they 
Wvcrc fully agreed: If a Difficulty aroſe, the 

laſt Appeal was to the Oracle; in the Anſwer 

of which, the High-Pricſt did not give his 
rivate Judgment, but the Oracle itſelf gave 

final Judgment in the calc. 

But how, you will ſay, was this Oracle h . 
given, Which was of ſo high Authority in Ora 
the Hebrew Conſtitution ? Was not this O- ven. 
WI cle after all the High-Prieſt, who was to 
conſult and report? Had he not an Oppor- 

O 2 tunity 
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tunity either of making or reporting Oracle; . 
in ſuch manner, that a skilful Man had MW” 


great Advantages, and might draw to him-W< 
ſelf and the Church the greateſt Authority, p 
if not the whole Power of the Nation by it? 0 
So ſome Perſons would teach you to reaſon, 0 


with a Deſign you ſhould conclude, that the 
whole Hebrew Conſtitution was a Trick of 
worldly Policy in Moſes, to invade the Li 
bertics of the Hebrew Nation, to draw the“. 
Power and Richcs of it into his own FW 
mily, and to ſhare it among the Prie(t 

hood. 85 
How wiſe, and ſagacious, are ſuch Con. 
jectures as theſe? When, if the High-Pricl 
had ſuch Opportunities by his Office of con 
ſulting the Oracle, as are ſuggeſted, wouldit 
not have greatly affected the Power and Alu- 
thority of the Fudge, that is, of Moſes and 
his own Office, and have barred his own Po: 
ſterity for ever from any ſhare in it : For hy 
own Poſterity could not riſe ſo much as to 
the Honour of a Pricſt, much leſs to tix 
Dignity and Authority of an High-Pricl, 
whatever that might be. And would nd 
Moſes have becn an admirable Politician in 
deed, if he had any Views of the Greatne 
of his own Family, by one Conſtitution tt 
throw the Riches and Authority of the N 
tion into the hands of the Pricſthood, and 
by another Conſtitution to bar his own Poſt 
rity of the Prieſthood, and thereby of ai 
ſnare in the Riches or Power belonging Hu 
it 
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jt? But, to leave theſe Reflections, let it be 
conſider d how this Oracle was given, what 
Concern the High-Pricſt had in it, and it will 


Objections are, and with what Wiſdom the 
th Oracle was made ſo important a Part of the 
national Conſtitution. 


I”, be ſufficient to ſhew how groundleſs ſuch. 
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To underſtand aright how the Oracle was 73-0rac!: 


the given, it will be neceſſary to obſerve, it wasgiven in 


x, {given in two very different manners; in —_— 
el None of which it is proper you ſhould ob- Ore with. 


ſerve, the High-Pricſt could have no ſhare at 


oc Schechinah directiy and immediately,with- Hs 
out being conſulted at all; it was the Schechs- 


7 q rake all theſe Words, ſaying. But then 
be Oracle was given in ſuch awful manner, 


as greatly affrighted the People; And all the 
"eople ſaw the Thunderings and the Light- 
wings, and the Noiſe of the Trumpet, _ 
be Mount gin ſmoaking ; and when they 
it, they removed, jos þ 
they ſaid unto Moſes, ſpeak thou with us, 
ed we will hear; but let not God ſpeak 
with us, leſt we die. In this caſe the Oracle 
as heard by the whole Hebrew Nation, and 
ts Voice was attended with that awful So- 
jemnity as filenced all Suſpicion of Prieſt- 
aft, and gave fuch Credit and Authority 
o Moſes, that it was the unanimous Deſire 
and Requeſt of the whole People, that they 
night receive the other Laws to be given 
93 by 


ſtood afar of; — 


bei 
all. This was by a Voice from the Glory 57 47 


PR 


ah gave the Law on Mount Sinai, and God Ex. xx. 1. 


18, 19. 
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by the Oracle from Moſes, who was to 10. 
ceive the Commands of God from the 0 
racle, and publiſh them ro the People. 

It was at this time, and in this manner, 
the Oracle enacted all the Laws of the He. 
brew Government, at a time when the whole 
Hebrew Nation had ſo many, ſo plain, ſo 
great Inſtances of the Preſence of Fehovah 
with them, and of the Authority of Moſe: 
to publiſh the Will of God to them, that 
they could have no reaſonable Doubt or Suſ: 
picion concerning their Laws, or whether 
they were really given by his Oracle. 

It has been obſerved that theſe Laws were 
the whole Conſtitution of the Hebrew Go 
vernment. That they were ſo ſacred that nei. 
ther were any of them to be repealed, nor 
were any new Laws to be added to them. 
Thus Zehovah as Law-giver, gave his Lay, 
by his Oracle, in ſuch manner as the High: 
Prieſt had no Concern in it at all; and 
therefore, moſt certainly, could make no Ad- 
vantage of it. 

And henc& too it is obſervable, that when 
the High-Pricſt did conſult the Oracle, he had 
no opportunity of making any new Law, or 
of repealing any Law already made; for the 
Oracle itſelf had previouſly forbad it, by 
a fundamental Law of the Conſtitution. 

How the What was it then that the Law intended 
High- by directing the High- prieſt to conſult the 
aa 4 the Oracle, or to ask Counſel by Urim before 
Oracle. | "the 
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10 the Lord? Which was the ſecond Manner in 
O- @ which the Oracle was given. Let the Direc- 

tion itſelf inform us. | 
Ir, When Foſbua was appointed Succeſſor to 


ſo Counſel for him after the fudęment 0 
10h ns ber the — 3 at bi, Word 200 
they go out, and at his Word ſhall they 
hat Ml come in, both he and all the Children of 
zul 1/rael with him, even all the Congregation. 
her lt is not material to our Enquiry, what the 
Urim and Thummim were, It is ſufficient 
cre ¶ to know they were ſomething in the Breaſt- 
Go plate of Judgment, a Part of the rich Gar- 
1ci- ments of the High-Priefſt. So the Law, 


Moſes, it is directed, And he ſhall ſtand Numbers 
ole before Eleazar the Prieft, who ſball ask *t 


nor Aud thou ſhalt put in the Breaſt-plate of z, Avi. 


m. ¶ Juagment the Urim and the Thummim, zo. 
, and they ſball be upon Aaron's Heart when 
he goeth in before the Lord. The High- 
Pricſt was to wear the Urim, in the Breaſt- 
Plate; but as a learned Author“ obſerves, 
* the Judge commands him to put it on, 
2 FP asks Counſel, not the High- 
Prieſt;“ (he means not of his own Motion, 
and for himſelf, but at Direction of the 
Judge, and in his Name) “ nor does the 
High- Prieſt anſwer. He anſwers by the 
; O 4 « Urim, 


* Jubet Imperator a , conſulit Imperator, non con- 
te fulit Pontifex; nec —— Pontifex, — per ful- 


Oc il gorem Urim, vel quod rectius Deus ipſe per Urim. Hout 
Unarchia Eura, 7 fl. 9 ang 
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* Urim, or more properly God himſelf an · 
* ſwers by the Urim.” 

The Direction of the Law itſelf that Jolas 
ſhould ſtand before Eleazar the Prieſt, who 
ſhall ask Counſel for him after the Judgment 
of Urim before the Lord, ſeems very plain- 
ly to intimate, that the Judge, and in like 
manner, whoever it was for whom the High. 
Prieſt asked Counſel by Urim, was preſent 
with the High- Prieſt when he conſulted the 
Oracle: for the Perſon for whom the High. 
Prieſt conſulted was ta ſtand before the High 
Pricſt, as the High-Prieſt was to ſtand before 
the Lord ; that is, as the Hebrew Expreſſion 
to ſtand before the Lord ſignifies, they were 
both of them in Preſence of the Oracle. 80 
that the Account which the Talmudiſts give 
of the Manner of conſulting the Oracle, 
ſeems agreeable to the Truth * Hiſtory, and 
in this Inſtance to be taken from it: © That 
* the High Prieſt ſtood with his Face towards 
the Ark, the Perſon who conſulted the 
© Oracle ſtood at his Back, and faid, ſhall | 
do this thing, or ſhall I not do it*?” And 
Joſephus obſerves from this Circumſtance, 
<* That as it was lawful for any Perſon, who 
thought fit to be preſent when the Oracle 
« was conſulted, that was ſufficient to re- 

* move all Suſpicion of Impoſture from the 
- Minds of all thoſe who conſulted it, and to 

-6c give 
Modus hoc Oraculum conſulendi hie erat, Pontifer 


Arcam verſus faciem inflexit. Ille qui Oraculum conſului 


ei a tergo ſtetit, * faciam hoc aut non fuciam. O- 
Lexicon Rabbizicum or, Urin, 
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give Satisfaction to Strangers, as well as 
' Hebrews . x | 
The Manner in which the Oracle gave its How the 
Anſwer, might very eaſily be underſtood, if 
we would keep ourſelves to the Hebrew Hi- wasgiven. 
ſtory. It is ever mentioned in Scripture, to 
be by a Voice and in audible Words : When 
the Law of the ten Commands was given, it 
is ſaid, God ſpake all theſe Words, ſaying. Ex ar. 1. 
In the After-Laws the common Phraſe is, 
The Lord ſpake, ſaying; or asking Counſel 
at the Mouth of the Lord. There is one 
Deſcription of the Manner in which the O- 
racle gave its Anſwer ſo clear and ſo expreſs, 
that it ſhould ſeem to want no other Explana- 
tion; and that po Queſtion could well re- 
main, concerning the Manner of it. And Numben 
when Moſes was gone into the Tabernacle vii. 89. 
of the Congregation to ſpeak with him, 
(that is, to conſult God by his Oracle) then 
he heard the Voice of one ſpeaking unto 
him from of the Mercy-Seat that was 
upon the Ark of Teſtimony from ewe 
5 he 
* Oudzpoler yap TweÞnruv xaxopyinis xarrruTea as 
ehm. gz de Ties Toure Yerowra Taps VXapew Hr TW 
deu af uwpart avroxparopa de tia To Jrov TApATVY Xa 
ws rug Ieptig xaTEALTE) OFore FEANTEEY Fu n THpEINGS Xs 
Ton” ou "Efdpaiors dA eas proven £YEAnoev, N N 
run Fevaw reig TapaTYy Xavourw, Nam ea Veſtis, omnem 
ſub Prophetiæ prætextu impoſturarum occaſionem, ademit 
his, qui illo utebantur, liberumque Deo vel adeſſe Sacerdo- 


tibus vel non, omnibus & ibus, demonſtravit, & ex- 
faris ſi qui forte huic ſ o intervenirent. So the In- 


{erpreter of Fo/ephus, - Joſephus Antig. 4.3. g. 10. f. m. 89. 
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the Chernbims, and he ſhake unto him, 

When Moſes again conſulted the Oracle, 

how the Paſſover ſhould be kept by thoſe 

who had been defiled by a dead Body, the 

Number; Anſwer of the Oracle is thus expreſs d, And 
ix. oo the Lord ſpake anto 1 ſaying. 

> The fame Form of 1 was uſed 

when the Oracle was conſulted after the 

judges il. Death of Joſhua; Then Iſrael asked the 

Lord, ſaying, who ſhall go up for us againſt 

the Canaanites, firſt to fight againſt them?! 

The Anſwer of the Oracfe was returned 

2. after this manner: And Fehovah ſaid, Fu 

dab ſball go up, behold ] have delivered the i « 

Land into his band, There is moreover 

an Anſwer of the Oracle to David, fo di. 

tin& and of ſuch length, that there ſeems no 

room left to imagine any other way of An. 

ſwer, than by a Voice, and audible Words: 

2 Sam. v. When Navid enquired of the Lord, he 4 

23- 4 ſaid, thou ſhalt not go up, but fetch 4 

Compaſs behind them, and come upon then © | 

over apainſt the Mulberry-Trees, and let it  * | 

be when thou heareſt the Sound of a going 


in the top of the Mulberry-Trees, that then I. 


thou ſhalt beftir thyſelf: for then all the « > 
Lord gs out before thee, to ſmite the He. 
of the Philiſtines. br | 
Hence it may appcar, that the common 
Account of the 74 4 that the Oracle 


gave its Anſwer by ſome inconceivable Shin. 
ing or Protuberance of the Letters engrayd 
on the Jewels of the fig pries Breaſt-plarc 
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is as contrary to Scripture, as it is ridiculous 
and inctedible in itſelf ; it is indeed fo next 
to impoſſible, that our judicious Hpencer 
very truly ſaid of it, © It is a Talmudical 
Camel, that no one that is in his Wits can 
« ever ſwallow.” A Cenfure Dr. Pri- 
detux* quotes with Approbation. 

Let us then learn how the Oracle, when 
conſulted, gave its Anſwer, from that learned 
Author +. © None other (beſides Moſes) 
* was admitted to ask Counſel of God, but 
through the Mediation of the High-Priefſt, 
* who in his ſtead asked Counſel for him 
* by Urim and Thummim, that is, by pre- 
« _— himfelf with the Breaſt-plare on 
* over all his other Robes before the Veil, 
exactly over- againſt the Mercy-Seat, where 
* the Divine Preſence reſted; and when he 
thus preſented himfelf in due manner, ac- 
* cording to the Preſcriprioh of the divine 
Law, God gave him an Anſwer in the 
* ſame manner as he did unto Moſes, that is, 
by an audible Voice from the Metcy-Seat. 
*. +» .. And for this Reaſon it is, that the 
* Holy of Holies, the Place where the Ark 


and the Mercy. Srat ſtood, from whence this 


* Anſwer was given, is ſo often in Scripture 
called the Oracle; becauſe from thence 


„the divine Oractes-of God were uttered 


forth to thoſe that wan pace a; © 
* Pr 4 | 
Fr 


p | 1 
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In this Oracle then, we ſee a conſiderable 
Part of the Hebrew Conſtitution to foe 


the Counſels of the united Tribes, the po 


tical Wiſdom of which is ſeldom 6 
in the civil Government of that Nation. 
There was a Congregation of all 1/#ael or 
Aſſembly of the People, that all things might 
be done with general Conſent ; he was a 
Senate of wiſe and able Perſons, to prepate 
things by previous Deliberation and Conſul- 
tation, that things might not. be concluded 
raſhly in a popular Aſſembly, before they 
were maturely conſidered and examined by 
Men of Wiſdom and Experience; there was 
a Judge to aſſemble the States-General on 
proper occaſions, to preſide in their Aſſem. 
blies, and to. command the Armies of the 
united Provinces, and to ſee the national Re- 
ſolutions duly executed. And finally, herc 
was an Oracſe which was ta be conſulted by 
the High-Pricſt on great Occaſions, that no 
raſh Reſolutions of the People, Senate or 
Judge, might be brought into execution, in 


caſes of Moment and Difficulty ; but they 


were to ask Counſel of God, or to obtain 
the Royal Aſſent of Fehouah as King of I 
rael, by his Oracle. 

This was à wilc Proviſion, to preſerve a 
continual Senſe in the Hebrew N ation of 
the principal Deſign of their Conſtitution, to 
keep them from Idolatry, and to the Wor- 
ſip of the one true God, as their immediate 
Protector; and chat their Security and Pro- 

| * 


wit. 


; | 
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ſperity depended 720 adhering to his Coun- 
ſels and Commands. It was a further wiſe 
Proviſion to reſtrain all Ambition and all 
Raſhneſs, either of Fudge, Senate, or People, 
and yet at the ſame time it gave no dan- 
gerous Authority to the Higb- Prieſt over 
either of them, for he was to ask Counſel 
of the Oracle, not of his own Head, or for 
himſelf; but, as he was directed, by the 
judge or ſome other Magiſtrate, for whom 
he was to ask Counſel. The High- Prieſt be- 
ing to ask Counſel only on ſuch Queſtions, 
and to conſult only on ſuch Matters as he 
was directed to by the Perſons conſulting, and 
who were preſent with the High- Prieſt when 
he asked Counſel; and who likely, as was 
before obſerv d, put the Queſtions themſelves : 
The High-Prieſt then could publiſh no falſe 


Oracles in his own Favour, or in Favour of 


the Prieſthood, to enlarge their Power or 
increaſe their Riches; both which, by the way, 
were made impoſſible by the Conſtitution, 
even for the Authority of the Oracle. And 
further, oe JOE, the Senate, or the Peo- 
ple, muſt themſelves have prepared ſuch 
a Queſtion for the High-Prieſt to have put to 
the Oracle ; for even an Oracle cannot an- 
ſwer a Queſtion that is never asxed. When 
then whatever was asked of the Oracle, was 
firſt conſidered and reſolved upon by the Fudge, 
Senate or People, the Queſtion to be pro- 
poſed by the High- Prieſt muſt be previouſly 
paſs d by their Advice and Conſent. So * 
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doubted organized Voice of God. 1 
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the High Prieſt in this caſe was ſo far from 
having a dangerous Power put into his hands 
of impoſing upon the ] 80 85 Senate, Of Pco- 
ple, by falſe Oracles or forged Revelation; 
in his own Fayour, againſt the Liberties of 
the Nation or the Government, that he could 


not put any Queftion to the Oracle, but 


what was previouſly reſolved upon and put 
into his hands by thoſe very Perſons whom 
he is very ignorantly or very unjuſtly ſup 


poſed by this Conſtitution enabled to im 


poſe upon. This is a Suppoſition as ground 
leſs and unreaſonable, with what Confidence 
ſoever it is aſſerted, as to ſuppoſe, that when 


our Acts of Parliament have paſs d both 


Houſes, and are offered to the Royal Aſſent, 
the Perſon who preſents them to the King, 
or returns the King's Anſwer, has a Powet 
of forging what Laws and impoſing on the 
Nation what Acts of Parliament he pleaſes, 

A modern Author“, for what Reaſons | 
ſay not, has moſt unaccountably milre 
preſented the true Caſe of this Oracli 
* The Oracle, the derniet Reſort, he ſays 
* was the Voice of the High-Prieſt, who 
« when he was cloathed in his Pontifical 
e bus, it was preſumed he could neither be 
< miſtaken himſelf, nor impoſe upon others; 
e or that on theſe Occaſions, he was both 
< infallible and impeccable; or that bs 
* Voice or oracular Deciſion, was the ut 
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He might alter, he adds, his natural Tone, 
“Air and Action, to humour the Conceit, 
* that he was under 2 ſupernatural divine 
Im on. 

e, think you, could our Author find 
ſuch an Account of the Oracle ? In the 
whole of which there is not one Circum- 
ſtance of Truth, every Part of it is not only 
groundleſs, but direQly contrary to the 
Deſcription, and Uſe of it, in the Hebrew 
Hiſtory. The Oracle, the dernier Reſort, 
he ſays, was the Voice of the Prieſt : Who, 
beſeech you, told him ſo? The whole Hi- 
ſtory is poſitive the Oracle was the Voice of 
Jehovah to the High- Prieſt, or rather to 
the Perſon who asked Counſel of the Oracle 
by the High-Prieſt. The utmoſt that can 
ever be ſuppoſed of the Voice of the High- 
Prieſt, is, that the High-Prieſt reported what 
he heard from the Oracle. But whoever 
examines with due Attention the Manner 
in which the Oracle gave its Anſwers, will 
have great reaſon to queſtion at leaſt, whe- 
ther the High-Pricſt did ſo much as report 
the Oracle? We have ſeen that the Perſon 
who conſulted the Oracle by the High-Prieſt, 
ſtood before the . High-Prieſt when he ſtood 
before the Lord ; that is, they were togethet 
in the Preſence, when the Oracle was con- 
ſulted. We have ſeen that the Oracle was 
a diſtinct audible Voice from the Preſence, 
which therefore it is moſt highly * 
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. what Doubt can there be, whether a Perſon 
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the Perſon who asked Counſel, heard plainly 
and diſtinctly himſelf : For our Author, | 
preſume, will not deny, that a Lay- Mia 
may have as good Ears as a Prieſt 3. what 
need then for the High-Prieſt to report an Nh 
Oracle to one who had heard it himſelf? M.. 

As the Perſon who conſulted was with the „ 
High-Pricft in the Preſence, and the Voice of In 
the Oracle muſt have been loud enough to Nhe 
be heard from the Holy of Holies; for the Nie 
High-Prieſt did not conſult in the Holy of 
Holies, it being unlawful for him to entet 
into that moſt holy Place, above once a Year; 


who was with the High-Prieſt, tho' ſomewhat 
behind him, might hear ſuch a Voice, as well 
as the High. -Prieſt himſelf? 

„When the High-Pricſt, he ſays, wa 
e clothed in his Pontificalibus, it was pre 
< ſumed, he could be neither miſtaken ini 
M himſelf, nor impoſe upon others; or that 
« on theſe occaſions, he was both abſolutelriiſ 
« infallible, and impeccable ; or that hi 
* Voice or oracular Deciſion, was the un 
e doubted and organized Voice of God? 
But who arc they who thus preſume ? Who 
ever they are, they preſume much more that 
decomes them. Theſe are Preſumptions no 
only without all Foundation of Reaſon, bu 
againſt the plaineſt and the ſtrongeſt EU 
dence to the contrary. 
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me High-Pricſt is never once pteſum'd to 
be ſo perfect a Man, that he could be neither 
miſtaken himſelf, nor impoſe upon others, 
nor was there the leaſt Need he ſhould 
be either infallible or impeccable on theſe oc- 
caſions. For in truth, in conſulting the O- 
racle, the Anſwer no ways depended upon 
my perſonal Abilities of the High-Prieſt : If 
he had Underſtanding enough to ask a Que- 


thers to ask, if he had Senſe enough to re- 
ter port an Anſwer, it was as much as was need- 
ar; ul for any Part he had in asking Counſel 
ſon of the Oracle. Who ever preſumed the 
hat Clerk of the Crown, or Clerk of Parlia- 
ment infallible or impeccable, becauſe one 
feads the Titles of the Bills offered to the 
Royal Aſſent, and the other, according to 
Inſtructions from the King, pronounces the 
Royal Aſſent? | | 
Every Circumſtance then of his Account 
pears to be his own groundleſs Preſump- 
jon, manifeſtly contrary to the whole Ac- 
ount the Hebrew Hiſtory gives of it. The 
keadet perhaps will obſerve the Morality of 
aſifying ſo many Facts, in order to find an 
xcaſion to reflect on one Part of the He- 
mew Conſtitution. 

The High- Prieſt, he adds, might alter bs 


or what end or purpoſe,” ſhould he go 
out to do either? Why, to Humour, our 
Futhor ſays, the Conceit that he was under 


P 
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ſion, which was put into his hands by o- 


tural Tone, Air, and Action; but, I pray, 
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a ſupernatural and divine Impreſſion. What! 
muſt the High- Prieſt take ſo much pains to 
humour a Conceit, which no Man could have 
from the Conſtitution ? This is another of 
our Author's own Conceits, and full out a 


The High-Pricſt was never underftood ty 
be under any ſ#pernatural or divine In 
preſſion. It is poſſible, our Author might 
take his Conceit from the Szby/line Oracle, 
and miſtook the Deſcription of an ler 
Poet for Hebrew Hiſtory. *: 


Struggling in vain, impatient of her Load, 

And labouring underneath the pond rous Cui ia 

The more ſhe ſtrove to ſhake him from bf 
Breaſt, 

With more, and far ſuperior Force he preſil 

Commands his Entrance, and with 
Controul, N 

Uſurps her Organs, and inſpires her Soul*, 


Thus Virgil beautifully deſcribes the ( 
racle of the Szbyl, according to the Heathe 
Notions; but the ZTebrew Oracle was n 
ſo, far different is the Account of it in d 
Hebrew Hiſtory, God is nowhere repreſent: 
as uſurping the Organs, or inſpiring the S0 
of the High- Prieſt. The High-Prieſt only a 
a Queſtion, before the Preſence, over the Mc 

; Cy-1& 
* Virg. En. Dryden 1, vi, 120. | 
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cy-ſeat, and receives an Anſwer from thetice 
in a plain audible Voice, 

Our Author“ has another Preſumption, in 
rhich however he may have been miſ led by 
he fabulous Chronology of the Egyptians : 
While this People (the Fews, he he 75 on 
'in Egypt, they had been much amazed 
and ſurpriſed with the infallible Declara- 
tions and Deciſions of Jupiter Hammon. 
This Preſumption is intended to introduce 


ah was an Imitation of the Oracle of Fu- 
iter Hammon ; but it happens in fact un- 
owardly for both Conceits, that Jupiter 
ammon was not born till above four hun- 
Ired Years after the Fews came out of E- 
pt. The true Chronolog 5 of Egypt, re- 
ored by the illuſtrious Sir Iſaac Newton f, 
laces Hammon King of Egypt about one 
houſand and From. -four Years before the 
icth of Chriſt ; that is, in the times of 
avid, above four hundred and fifty Years 
er the Law of Moſes. 
You may further ſee the Judgment of that 
MWluſtrious Author 2, concerning the Original 
f Heathen Oracles. © The Year before 
Chriſt 1002, Seſac reigns in Egypt; 
he erected Temples and Oracles to his Fa- 
ther, in Thebes, Ammonia, and _— 
pia, and thereby cauſed his Father to be 
P 2 Wor- 


ſeal Moral Philoſ. Vol. I. 268. 
f Sir aac Newton's ſhort Chronicle. 
t Herod II. Newton. Empire of Egypt, 207. 
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Objections with ſo. much Aſſurance made tt 
the Equity and Wiſdom of it. They wil 
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© worſhipped as a God in thoſe Gountries 
ce and, I think alſo, in Arabia Felix. And 
« this was the Original of the Worſhip of 
« Fupiter Ammon, and the firſt mention 
« of Oracles I meet with in profane Hiſtory,” 
And elſewhere he ſuppoſes, © The Greeks in 
ce their Oracles imitated the Egyptians, for 
ce the Oracle of Dodona was the oldeſt in 
« Greece, and was ſet up by an Egyptian 
* Woman, after the Example of the Oracl: 
« of Jupiter Ammon at Thebes.” It is true, 
this Error of our Author is only an Error in 
Chronology z but as it is an Error all Pre 
ſümption, and Conceits founded upon it, mul 
be erroneous too, and ſhould teach his Reade 
caution never to take his bare Word without 
very ſufficient Vouchers. 

Upon this Plan of the Hebrew Goven 
ment, taken from the Laws and Hiſtory 
the Hebrews themſelves, a few eaſy Reflec 
tions will lay a Foundation to anſwer th: 


appear to be founded on groſs Ignoranc: 
of the Conſtitution itſelf, or on a very ut 
fair or falſe Repreſentation of it. It is 
ſhrewd Sign of a very bad Cauſe, that i 
ſtands in need of ſo much Falſhood and For 
gery to ſupport it. 
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CHAP. XII, 


That the Conſtitution of the Hebrew 
Government was a flanding Con- 
futation of 1dolatry in a wvifible 
Protection of the Hebrew MWation, 
giving it Poſſeſſion of the Lands of 
the idolatrous Canaanites, ſhewing 
God's immediate Hand in parti- 
ticular Providence; and that God 
bad not left the Government of the 
World in the hands of Dæmons, 
or inferior Beings, whom the idola- 
trous World worſhipped as Gods; 
Proving Jehovah the one true God 
I /uperior to all the Gods in which 
ay ihe idolatrous Nations trufted : 
Dat it was very fit to puniſh the 
at il iaolatrous Canaanites by the He- 
Tei brews, as a MWation owning the 
one true God ; and finally, that a 
Toleration of Idolatry in the Holy 
Land, was abſolutely inconſiſtent 
| P 3 _ with 
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with the principal Deſigns and b. 
wiſe Intentions of the Conſtitution, I 5. 


T* particular Wiſdom of every Conſt Ml Pi 
tution, is to be learnd from the pat. 
ticular Deſign and Intention of it; the 5 
brew Government was not a meer civil Pol 
lity, in which care was taken only of th © 
civil Liberty, Peace and Proſperity of te d 
Nation. One principal Intention of thi N 
Government, as we have already ſcen, wlll 
to put a ſtop to the ſwift Progreſs of 14 
latry, which had well nigh overſpread all th 
World, and to which the Hebrew Natia 
was very much inclined, Idolatry was an Eil 
of ſuch Nature, as not only greatly weakne 
all Principles of Religion and Virtue, bu 
greatly encouraged and recommended 
manner of Vice and Wickedneſs in Pri 
ciples and Practice. It taught Men to ini 


tate the Gods, they worſhip'd, in the wa th 
Crimes of Intemperance, Laſciviouſneſs, ai 
Sins againſt Nature, and hallowed Murder i 


one of the moſt ſacred Rites of religio! 
Worſhip, teaching no Sacrifices were ſo U 


Deſign then worthy the Wiſdom and th ſty 
Goodneſs of the great Governor of the Worl Ct 
to find out ſome proper way to ſtop thi ©” 
ſpreading, Evil, and to preſerve as the greif © 
Bleſſings of the World the Knowledge of th 

one only true God, and of the Obedicnd F 


thi 
pf 


due to him, the only true Religion, 
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2nd beſt Principles of Virtue and of moral Good- 
„ ness, of the Peace, Order and Happineſs of 
Society, as well as of the Proſperity and Hap- 
nf. N pineſs of private Perſons. 6 
This we have ſeen was the firſt Intention 
2 of this Conſtitution, and in order to it, one 
main Deſign which runs thro the whole 
of it, is to keep the Hebrew Nation a 
the diſtin People, ſeparate from all idolatrous 
tal Nations, and idolatrous Cuſtoms, ſo far as 
any Part of this Conſtitution anſwers this 
Jul Deſign, fo far the Wiſdom of it will appear, 
tu cither as neceſſary or uſeful to promote the 
general Intention of the whole Conſtitu- 
tion. 

If we conſider the Parts of the Hebrew 
Conſtitution in this View, how many O6. 
jection to the Wiſdom or Goodneſs of 
them will immediately diſappear ? 

How many Cavils are there raiſed againſt 
the Laws, which forbid idolatrous Cuſtoms 
and Uſages? when nothing ſure could be 
more reaſonable or wiſe, than to prohibit 
all ſuch idolatrous Cuſtoms in a Conſtitu- 
tion, the principal Deſign of which was to 
prevent Idolatry. Conſider the whole Con- 
ſtitution in the fame View, as a ftanding 
Confutation of Idolatry, and it will equally 
and as .plainly ſhew the Wiſdom and the 
Goodneſs of it. , 


the Authority of Fehovah. He is the ſole 


Fl Lawgiver of that Nation, he forms all the 
* 4544, P 4 Parts 


Here is then a Conſtitution founded on 
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Parts of their Conſtitution, he condeſcends 


himſelf to become their King and chief Go 
vernor, on their receiving him as the only 


true God, and putting themſelves ſolely un- 
der his Protection, renouncing all Demon 


Protectors and Truſt in Idols. Jehoval 
promiſes them a pleaſant Land to inhabit, 
he brings them into that promis d Land, and 
ſettles them in it; they hold it of Jehova, 
as his Gift; he drives out the Canagnites 
before them for their abominable Wicked 
neſs, the Fruits in great meaſure of their |. 
dolatry z he bleſſes this Nation in the Land 
he gave them with Liberty, Plenty, Peace 
and Proſperity, as they keep his Covenant; 
but when they break it, he permits their E. 
nemies to afflit and oppreſs them. Thus a 
Nation is ſet up to the View of the World 
ſmall in itſelf, and weak in compariſon of 


the great and powerful Empires which aroſe 


in its Neighbourhood. The Egyptians, A. 
ſprians, Babylonians, Medes, Perſians, and 
Greeks, all roſe, and all fell one after ano- 
ther; when this little Kingdom, tho ſur- 
rounded every way by them, ſaw them riſe, 
and outlived their Fall. They ſuffered in- 
deed ſometimes ſeverely, for their Corrup- 
tion of the original Conſtitution of their 
Government and Religion; yet ſtill they con- 
tinued their diſtinct Government, Laws and 
Religion for above fourteen hundred Vears; 
a much longer time than any known Em- 


pire or Kingdom of the World, if we ſet . 5 


aſide 
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's Wl afide the fabulous Stories of the A//7rian and 
> WM Egyptian Empires, and keep to hiſtorical 
ly MW Truth. This Nation was moreover placed 
n- in ſuch a ſituation, as to be known to all 
the great Empires of the World, attempted 
by them all, and yet protected againſt them 
it, Ml all, by the Power of 7ehovah as the only 
true God, often with viſible Marks of his im- 
mediate Protection and moſt wonderful 
Works of his Power. 


the Heathens were. 

The World might ſee in this conſtant 
Example of the Hebrew Nation, it was 
a groundleſs and falſe Imagination, that 
the ſupreme God had left the Diſpoſal, of 
particular Events relating to Mens Lives or 
fortunes to inferior Beings. It might ob- 
ſerve, that the Bleſſings of long Life, Health, 
Plenty, Victory, and ſuch temporal Advan- 
tages as they look d for from the Favour 
and Protection of their Idol Gods, were in- 
deed reſerved by Fehovah the one true God 
ici in his own hands. A conſtant Admonition 
on- Ito all Men to truſt alone in Fehovah, and 
not in lying Vanities; the Idols to whom 
they ſacrificed, whoſe Protection and Favour 


and ridiculgus Ceremonies, but by immoral 
INE PIR = 


they endeavour'd to obtain, not only by ſilly 
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This ſtanding Example of Providence Hebres 
ſtruck at the very Foundations of Idolatry Govern- 
and idolatrous Worſhip, and to all who % 

would obſerve it was ſufficient to ſhew how tion of the 


1 Principles 
weak and falſe all Truſts in the Idols of — 
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and wicked, moſt inhuman and abominable 
Rites. 

Here was a conſtant Example to ſhew the 

Power of Fehovah the one true God was 
ſupreme, in fact ſuperior to the Powers of 

any whom the idolatrous Nations worſhip- 

ped as Gods. Thus when Jehovab brought 

Iſrael out of Egypt, with an high Hand 

and an out-ſtretched Arm, when the Walls of 
_ fell down in fo wonderful manner, 

ow natural was it not only for the Hebrew: 2 

but for all others to whom the Knowledge o 

of theſe things ſhould come, to ſay, Ther tc 

is none among the Gods like unto Fehovah!Mfl li 

Or, to uſe the Words of the Pſalmiſt, ve th 

Pſalm cij, may reaſon with him, So the Heathen ſtall to 
1. fear the Name of the Lord (Fehovah), ani 4 
all the Kings of the Earth his Glory. Let: u 

a particular Inſtance explain this Reaſon 2. A 

gainſt Idolatry, and ſhew the Strength and r 
thereby the Wiſdom of it, as a ſtanding Con 7 


futation of Idolatry. Co 
When Sennacherih King of Aſſyria in ms 
vaded Hezekiah King of Judab, he ſends : 7h, 


2 Kings Meſſage to Hezekiah to this effect: I. 
*. 012 gt thy God in whom thou truſteſt deceit 
thee. Have the Gods of the Nations d. 
tivered them, which my Fathers have dt 
ſtroyed? How docs Hezekiah reaſon on thi 
Meſſage from an idolatrous King, and i! 
Reproach of his own Truſt in Fehovah th 

17,18,19. God of Iſrael ? Of a truth, Lord, i 
Kings of AHria have deſtrey d the * 
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e (or the Heathen) and their Lands, and have 
caſt their Gods into the Fire; for they 
were no Gods, but the Work of Mens Hands, 
Wood and Stone therefore they have de- 
ſtroyed them. Now therefore, O LORD 
our God, I beſeech thee ſave thou us out 
of his hand, that all the Kingdoms of 
the Earth may know that thou art the 
LORD God, even thou only. 

What followed upon this Prayer of He- 
zekiah, and his Truſt in Fehovah the God 
of Iſrael, as the only God? Iſaiah was ſent 
to promiſe Hezek:ah, that God would de- 
liver him from all the formidable Power of 
the King of AHria, and defend Feruſalem 


that Night, that the Angel of the 
went out, and ſmote in the Camp of the 
Aſſyrians an red fourſcore and five 
thouſand { and when they aroſe early in 
the Morning, behold they were all dead 
Corpſes. Thus God declared his Glory a- 
_ the Heathen, his Wonders among all 
the 


feared above all Gods; for all the Gods 
of the Nations are Idols, but the LORD 


the Heathen, that the LORD reig 

When it was no wonder the Kings of 4 - 
via ſhould deſtroy the Lands of the Heathen 
Nations, together with their Gods; becauſe 


they were Idols, vain Objects of Truſt, and no 
| Nee, Gods : 


made the Heavens. This declares — . 
Heth. 
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to ſave it. And accordingly it came to 77% 2 Kings 
Ord x 34,35. 


eople. This ſhewed, Fehovah is great, pal. ci. 
and greatly to be praiſed, that he is to be 3. 4. 5. 


0. 
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Gods: yet Zehovah, as God and Protector 
of Iſrael, is able to ſave them; for in one 
Night he can cut off the whole Force of the 
moſt powerful Enemies of his People. 

Thus far, it may be, you perceive without 
any difficulty, the Wiſdom of the Hebreu 
Conſtitution, as a Preſervative againſt Ia. 
latry, and as a ſtanding Confutation of 
it. 

But ſome will ſtill ſay, why muſt the Ca. 
naanites be driven out of their Country, 
be deprivd of their juſt Property and Li 
berty, by a People who had no pretences 
to damage them, either in their Eſtates or 
Perſons? The Hebrews, ſome ſay, had no 
right at all to moleſt the Canaanites ; and 
it was, they add, a manifeſt Violation of the 
moſt ſacred Rules of Juſtice, for the He. 
brews to take away the Eſtates and Lives of 
the Canaanites, who had never injured the 
{/raelites, or given them the leaſt juſt Rea- 
ſon to declare War, and inyade them in an 
hoſtile manner, 

So this Caſe is commonly, but very un- 
fairly put; for it is no Part of the Queſtion 


what Right the Hebrews had to diſpoſſeſs 


the Canaanites of their Land, nor whether 
they had in themſelves any Right at all. The 
{ſole Queſtion is, Whether God, as ſupreme 
Governor of the World, had a Right to pu- 
niſh the Wickedneſs of the Canaanites, 
when their Iniquities were full ; or whether 
the Juſtice of Government will juſtify ſuch 
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Forfeitures and Penalties, as the Canaanites 

were puniſhed with, by expreſs Command 

of God, for their great and abominable 

Crimes, and as a People paſt all hopes of 

Amendment ? The abominable Crimes of 

he Canaanites were proved by ſuch open 

1 and notorious Acts of Wickedneſs, as no 

Pretences to Freedom of Thought or Li- 

berty of Conſcience could juſtify, or were 

allowed to juſtify, in any well-orderd Co- 
vernment in the World. If Murder, if Sins 

A againſt Nature, are juſtly puniſhable, what- 

es 


ever Principles they may proceed from, if the 
wiſeſt Lawgivers have made ſuch Crimes ca- 
pital, can the ſupreme Lawgiver and Judge 
d Jof the Earth be hindered or barred by ſu- 
ge ſice from puniſhing what every lawful Go- 
ernment has a right to puniſh by Ju- 

mos, 
a One great End of Puniſhments, and which 77* 7*- 


flice and 


ſhews the wiſe and neceſſary Uſe of them in Ve, f 


- Government, is to make great Offenders ane 
Examples, to deter others from doing the antes j, 
n. ke Evils, that others may learn to fear like , 
% rames. 


0 Puniſhment for like Offences; a wiſe an 
good Deſign to prevent the huge Miſchiefs, 
vicious and ill-diſpoſed Minds would ſurely 
'S produce without ſuch Reſtraints. - 
Who can reaſonably think, or aſſert, that 
the Juſtice of Government forbids the Go- 
vernor of the World to take away the Life 
* of a very wicked Man, whoſe Life would be 
h forfeited to the Juſtice of every Civil Go- 
verument; 
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vernment 3 or that it would be unjuſt for 
God to cut off ſuch a Perſon in the midſt of 
his Days, by ſome untimely Death; whom 
the Juſtice of the ſmalleſt City, or civil 
Community, might condemn to loſe their 
Lives by the hands of a common Execu- 
tioner. 

Many, I hope, who uſe ſuch Arguments 
as theſe, are ignorant of the Conſequences 
of them. They do not perceive it may be, 
that if it be contrary to Haſlice for God to 
puniſh the Unrightcouſneſs of wicked Men, 
by a Forfeiture of the Bleſſings of preſent 
Life, it will be full out as unjuſt for God to 
puniſh any wicked Man, or any Wickednels 
of Menat all : So that the moſt wicked Men 
and greateſt Offenders againſt the Laws of 
moral Rightcouſneſs, Virtue and Goodneſs, 
have no reaſon to fear any Puniſhment at 
the hands of God at all. And this too, which 
ſure ſeems ſomewhat ſtrange, from the Laws 
of Juſtice and moral Government, which de- 
clare them to be Crimes fit to be reſtrain, 
and therefore worthy of Puniſhment. Such 
Aſſertions do not only oppoſe all Revelation, 
but moꝛeover what are uſually accounted the 
allowed Principles of Deiſin. A noble Aw 
thor repreſents it, © As a rine taught by 
all the eminent Philoſophers among the 
« Heathen from the common Principles of 
* moral Philoſophy, that nothing is more 
te agrecable to the Divine Nature, than that 


God ſhould reward Good with Good, — 
g | cc VI 
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« Evil with Evil. And ſince they obſervd, 
that ſometimes good Men were afflicted, 
« and wicked Men proſperous in this Life, 
they concluded with moſt certain Evi- 
* dence from the Juſtice and Goodneſs of 
« God, there was a Reward for the Good 
„and a Puniſhment for the Wicked ap- 
« pointed them after this Life; for other- 
« wiſe there could be no reaſonable Account 
4 on, cither of the divine Juſtice or Good- 
© ne * * 

To ſet aſide theſe ſo generally receiv d Prin- 
ciples of moral Philoſophy, as well as all 
Authority of Revelation, is to run through 
Deiſm into downright Atheiſm, to aſſign 
all Events either to Fate and Neceſſity, or 
to unguided Chance, which is the ſame 
thing as to aſcribe all Effects to no Cauſe 
at all; on which Suppoſition it is nonſenſe 
to talk of Juſtice, Goodneſs, or any other 
moral Perfection or Action whatſocyer. 

It 


* Et quidem 1 bonis, & ſupplicium malis, vel in 
hac vita, vel poſt hanc vitam dari ſtatuebant Gentiles, utrum- 
- ex juſtitia & bonitate divina colligentes, quz ſumma 
i Opt. Max. attributa ab illis agnita fuifle, cuncta aperte 
clamant yeterum teſtimonia . . . . . Nihil mage congruum 
ture divine eſſe docuerunt, tum Philoſophorum, tum 
logorum Gentilium præcipuorum Scholz, ut bona 
bonis, mala malis remetiretur Deus. . Czterum quum 
id quoque cernerent, quemadmodum viri boni calamitatibus 


divina argumentis deductis, bonis poſt hanc vitam premium 
condiguum malis pœnam en ſecus enim ſi eſſet, 


nullam neque juſtitiæ, ne bonitatis divinæ rationem 
conſtare poſſe, Herbert de Re 


lig. Gentil. p. 274, 275. 
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Zible Offenders, or that none can 88 1 


berties, or to puniſh them for any Abuſe of 
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It deſerves further to be conſidered, that Mi 


if it be unjuſt to reſtrain Men of any Li. Ini 


them; ſo. that FJuſtice forbids God himſelf 
to puniſh any with Forfeiture of Eſtate or ao 
Life, whatever they do; what Rights then 
can any Men have to puniſh their Fellow- 
Creatures with ſuch Forfeitures ? This will 
make all Laws of Society, for the Reſtraint 
or Puniſhment of the greateſt Wickedneſ 
and moſt noforious Offenders, unjuſt too, 
What will be unjuſt in God will be evident- 
ly as unjuſt in Men, the worſt of Offenders 
will have a juſt right to defend themſelves Mher 
againſt Injuſtice, and may ſurely juſtify 
themſelves in doing what God cannot juſtify Menc 
himſelf in puniſhing them for. And thus tre 
this Principle will end in an entire Subver Wat 
ſion of all Government both divine and hu: 
man, and on pretence of preſerving the 
Rights of Juſtice, will make it impoſſible, u 
to have any ſuch thing as the publick Juſtice am 
of Government, and muſt, if ſuch Principle 
ſhould prevail, baniſh it out of the Earth 
Such over-ſtrain'd Notions of Juſtice, as leave 
no room for the Exerciſe of any Juſtice a 
all, muſt certainly be unreaſonable and falſe 
Let it then be obſerved, this Queſtion is veryMitys 
weakly as well as unfairly put on the foot; 
of Juſtice; for it muſt be allowed, eithc 
that God can in Juſtice puniſh great incori gemi 
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mem; that is; they cannot in Juſtice be pu- 
nin d at all; that is, there is no ſuch thing 
2s Juſtice at all: 


en 
w- by giving a Commiſſion to the Hebrews to bim the 
ill Wirive them out of their Poſſeſſions, or put ite 3, 14+ 


he Canaanztes for their Iniquities, why was 
t not done, they ſay, by his own Hand? 
y unfruitful Seaſons or peſtilential Diſtem- 


ves nent inflicted on them by God, as Gover- 


ity Wor of the World, and to prevent any Pre- 


uy Wences Men might make of reforming the 


ws, Wrroncous, by diſpoſſeſſing them of their 


ver-WWtates; Liberties, or Lives? An Example, they 
hv Wy, that may be uſed to juſtify and encou- 
theWeoe the higheſt Acts of Injuſtice and Cruel- 
ibleſg, under the Mask of Religion, and in the 
ticehame of the Lord: 5 8 


plc As it is well known, ſo there is no need to 


th. ny, that the Hebrews did claim the Land 
ca 8 Canaan as the Gift of Cod to them. It 
as well known, that they made their 
laim of it as the Gift of God, upon the For- 
ture of the Canaanites, when their Ini- 
ties were fully ripe. On this is founded 
at folemn Admonition to the Hebrews 


Ws are defiled, which ] caft out before 
— you, 


rs, that it might appear it was a Puniſh- 
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Yet till ſome will inſiſt upon it, there is Fuſice 
no Appearance of Wi/Zom, ar leaſt of Good. 
neſs, that God ſhould puniſh the Canaanites, Gor ou 


Wiſe 


hem to the Sword. If God would puniſh 3 of 
the He- 
brews. 


emſelves, Defile not ye your ſelves in Lev.xviii, 
yy of theſe things, for in theſe the Na- 21. 
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Country, becauſe of their Abominationg 


the Canaanztes for their Abominations, k 
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you, and the Land is defiled ; therefore I. 
do viſ t the Iniquities thereof upon it, anti 
the Land itſelf vomiteth out her Inha; fe 
tants. Te ſball not commit any of tbeſ: I 
Abominations . . . . that the Land 4 ki 
not you alſo when ye defile it, as it 
ed out the Nations that were before — R 
In this Puniſhment of the Canaanites Gol 
did viſit their Iniquitics, and he puniſhe 
their Iniquities by giving their Land to thc 
Hebrews; which they were to hold by 
Grant from God, by keeping his Statute 
and Judgments, and not committing any d 
the Abominations for which the Canaanitir 
were thus puniſhed 3 that is, the Canganite 
were puniſhd with a Forfeiture of their 


which they were guilty of chiefly by mea 
of their Idolatry; and the Hebrews were to 
hold it on the Grant of the true God, kee 
ing themſelves from the like Abomination 
Now in this Grant both the Habendum ani 
the Reddendum, are a publick Condemnatia 
of Idolatry and ſtanding Confutation of 
in maintaining and ſupporting the Hebreu 
in poſſeſſion of this Grant, by the ſuperia 
Power of the one true God, in Oppoſitio 
to the Power of all the Idol Gods, the 
neighbouring Heathen Nations worſhi 


| This, if rightly conſidered, will ſhew 1 
that as it became the Zu/tice of God to punill 
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n became the Miſaom and Goodneſs of 
ml God to puniſh them in this manner, pre- 
. ferable to all others, by a Grant of their 
ee Lands to the Hebrews, on condition of 
cv keeping themſelves from Idolatry; fo par- 
. cicularly expreſsd in the Habendum and 
„ WI Reddendum of the Grant itſelf, as the Rea- 
zol ſons on which it was granted, and the Ser- 
bel rice by which it was held. God had already 
the tried other Methods of Puniſhment, and they 
were found in Experience ineffectual. He 
had deſtroy'd the whole World by a Flood, 
except Noah and his Family, which was pre- 
ſery'd to repeople it. He had dcſtroy'd So- 
dom and Gomorrah in this very Country of 
Canaan by Fire from Heaven. Unfruitful and 
unhealthy Seaſons, were caſily interpreted 
uſual and common Accidents; or, to pro- 
ceed from the Diſpleaſure of their Demons 
or ſome of the Idol Gods they worſhipped, 
and were-to be prevented or removed by 
ſome of their idolatrous or magical Cere- 
monies. Such Sorts of Puniſhments in fact, 
onſidering the Corruption of Mens Minds 
and prevailing Idolatry of the Times were ab- 
ſed to give new Strength to Idolatry, rather 
han to root it out. But when God is pleaſ- 
d to give a Commiſſion to a People pro- 
eſſing the Worſhip of the only true God, in 
oppoſition to all Idols, when it ſhould ap- 
/ Uicar that this one true God had granted the 
WS nd of Canaan to this People, and given 
is, \Whem Poſſeſſion of it, with many viſible 
n Q 2 Marks 
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ſtanding Encouragement. of the Hopes o 
the Hebrews, and of all other Worlhippen 


neſs of God to put a ſtop to Idolatry, ant 


will encourage Enthuſiaſts and Impoſtor 
to invade their Neighbours, to pretend Mi 
x 1800 W henever they have a mind to the 
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Marks of ſupreme Power, and maintaind 
them in their Poſſeſſion againſt all the Powers 
of thoſe Idols in whom the Camaaniter 
truſted, or by whoſe Aſſiſtance any other ido 
latrous Nation hoped to diſpoſſeſs them; 
you immediately perccive a ſtanding Confy 
tation of the Hopes of Idolaters, and 


of the one true God. 
If then it became the Wiſdom and Goo 


to raiſe up a Nation to preſexve the firſt Prin x 
ciple of Religion, the Unity of God, th 
great Principle of Virtue and moral Good (| 
neſs, of publick and private Happineſs ; nem 


means could have been more agreeable both th 


to Wiſdom and Goodneſs, than to drive ti ch 
Canaanites out of the Land by the H 
brews, and to preſerve the Hebrews in ti ca 


Poſſeſſion of that Land which God gan 


them by a ſpecial Grant, with conſtant elf yi 
dent Marks of Favour and powerful Proteſ co 
tion. A juſt and powerful Motive, to pay, 
ſuade the Hebrews, and with them the 


Neighbour idolatrous Nations, how vain 


was to truſt in Idols, how wiſe to tri the 


alone in Fehovah the only true God. 
Vet ſtill there remains, ſome ſay, an 
anſwerable Objection, that ſuch an — dic 


Eſtate 
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Eſtates; and to do the higheſt Acts of In- 
juſtice, in depriving their Neighbours of 
their Fortunes, Liberties and Lives. Can 
God give a Commiſſion that is like to en- 
courage ſo fearful Conſequences as theſe ? 

Thus the Enemies of Revelation prejudice 
themſelves, and go about to prejudice others 
againſt the Hebrew Government as not of 
divine Inſtitution, becauſe not confiſtent 
with the divine Wiſdom or Goodneſs, as 
they believe, or ſay they believe; but if they 
would have patience to conſider this Matter 
a little more calmly, they would find all theſe 
Fears mere Panicks, and the mighty Dangers 
they pretend to foreſee from the Encourage- 
ment of ſuch an Example, are no more than 
their groundleſs Imaginations or Forgcrics of 
W their own Prejudices. | 
For this Commiſſion to the Iſraelites, 
aan give no Encouragement in the leaſt to 
any enthuſiaſtick Pretences; for this Example 
vill allow no Pretences at all. It can en- 
courage no Perſons to do any thing by vir- 
tue'of this Example, but ſuch only who ſhall 

receive a like real Commiſſion from God, 
and have it as well and as fully atteſted as 
the Hebrews had theirs; and wherever this 
hall be the Caſe it cannot be a Prerence, 
un uf for a Pretence and a Reality arc a Contra- 
campWFdiction to each other. | 

This Example then, inſtead of encourag- 
ing Pretenders, whether Enthuſiaſts or Im- 
W/o/tors, on the contrary gives wiſe and per- 
| Q 3 ſualive 
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ſuaſiye Cautions againſt all Pretences, without 
leaving room for any of what Nature or 
Kind ſoever, requiring all Perſons to give 
the fulleſt Proof and Evidence of a real Com- 
miſſion, whencver they ſhall undertake to 
act by any; and that no Perſons are to con- 
cur with them or to aſſiſt them, without 


ſatisfactory Evidence to themſelves of the 


Truth of their Commiſſion. * 
This appears evident, in the Care taken to Wl 


| prove the Commiſſion to the Hebrew Na. of 


tion by Moſes firſt to the Iſraelites, then Im 


to Pharaoh, and even to the Canaanites ® 


themſelves, in great Variety of Signs and E 
Wonders in Egypt, at the Red-Sea, in the Ie 
Wilderneſs, at the Siege and taking of 7 du 
richo, in a viſible Preſence of Jehovah fot 
ſo long a time, in the Shechinah or Cloud dd 
of Glory, in a miraculous Protection of the, 
1/3aelites and Proviſion for them in ſo man lo 
repeated Inſtances. Theſe are ſo full, ſo ure 
queſtionable Evidence of the Truth of their] Vc! 
Commiſſion from God, that it can give no Va 
Encouragement toPretenders whoſoever thej He 


may be, as all Pretenders muſt come with-iſ Co 


out ſufficient Proof and Evidence; for thi er 
Example does not only permit, but it dire 54 
Men to examine all Pretences, and to admit 
none without full Proof and unqueſtionablc 
Vouchers. For when God himſelf did give 
a Commiſſion to the Hebrews, he did not 
require any to receive it, without ſuch Proc 
as ſhould leave no reaſonable Doubt concern 

10, 
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wt ing the Truth and Reality of ſuch Commiſ- 
or © fion from God. Now, as in the Reaſon of 
ve the Thing, no Pretender could ever thus 
m- prove a counterfeit or forged Commiſſion 
too, in fact, there never has been a ſingle 
on. Inſtance of any one who ever pretended to 
out fuch Proof as was given by Moſes. 

the How groundleſs then arc theſe Fears, how 
weak and filly muſt it be for the ſake of 
them to tie up the Hands of the Governour 
of the World from giving any true Com- 
miſſion at all? This would be hardly ſo wiſe 
as to ſet aſide all Uſe of the Great Seal of 
England, becauſe it is poſſible that it may be 
counterfeited ; for in this caſe, the Proof re- 
quired by this Example, is what cannot be ſo 
counterfeit, but it will be eaſy to diſcover 
the Fraud. 

Now upon theſe Principles how weak, 73 He- 
how abſurd muſt it appear, to plead for a ee 
Toleration of Idolatry in the Hebrew Go- could met 
rernment, that is, for a Toleration of what 2. F 
was abſolutely inconſiſtent with the fund 
mental Laws and principal Deſign of the civil 
th Conſtitution ? Idolatry, in the Hebrew Go- 
vernment, was an Act of High-Treaſon a- 
gainſt the King of I/rael, a direct Denial of 
his Right and Title, and an actual Proclama- 
tion of a Pretender to his Crown. A Go- 
vernment in its Inſtitution deſign d to put a 
ſtop to Idolatry, and to preſerve the Know- 
ledge and Worſhip of the one true God, in 
which all were to hold their Eſtates and 
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Lands as his Gift, and their; Peace and Pro. a; 
ſperity by his Protection, on condition of N ce 
having no other Gods. before him, or ſerving I n. 
any other Gods beſides him; ſuch a Govern- WW ar 
ment could not poſlibly tolerate Idolatry 
without violating all the Rules of common 
Senſe, as well as all the Maxims of political 
Wiſdom. 

It deſerves Conſideration, that as the whole 
Land was a Grant of the one true God, it wall 7. 
moſtequitable he ſhould appoint theConditions 
of his own Grant. If any one, whether out 
of Conſcience, or any other Reaſon, was not 
willing to accept of it with the Condition 
on which it was granted, here was no Harm 
done; no Man reccivd any Injury in not 
having a Share in a Grant to which he had 
no previous Right, to which he could have 
no Claim in Juſtice or Equity. It is very 
wrong to make this in any reſpect a Puniſh 1 
ment for the Sake of Conſcience, cither by 
poſitive Penaltics or negative Diſcourage · Ny 
ments; it was a direct civil Qualification, I fot 
that they who held Lands of Fehovab, multfo! 
own him and do Homage to him as Sovercig fol 
Lord of the Fee, ane 

It ſhould be finally obſerv'd, that Idolatr the 
is not an harmleſs Speculation, it is not con do 
ſiſtent with the Peace af Society, no Con- 
ſcience or Pretence to Conſcience can make 
Principles of Intemperance, Uncleanneßs 
Sins againſt Nature and Murder innocent, 
ſuch Principles mult diſturb civil Society | 

. 
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to. and from what has been obſerv'd before, con- 
of cerning the great Miſchiefs of Idolatry, it was 


ins WF not only juſt but becoming the Wiſdom 
r. ¶ and Goodneſs of God to put a ſtop it. 


© H A P. XIII. mai 
Was That the Balance of the Hebrew 2 


on verunſent was ſo well fixed, as no 
one Part had Power by overbear- 
om ing the reft to overturn it; that in 
am particular the Conſtitution had ta- 
na ken effeclual Care, it could not be in 


ll. ihe Power of the Levites: 


uiſh- T HE States of the Erw Government 
as we have already ſeen, were very wiſe- 


age · y conſtituted for the Liberty of the People, 


ion, for the Wiſdom of Counſel and Advice, and 
mul for a due Execution of what ſhould be re- 
eigaſfſolved and undertaken for the Protection 
and Security, the Peace and Proſperity of 
latryſthe Nation. The next Part of political Wiſ- 
con ¶ dom and Prudence will appear by a proper 
Care, to prevent any ſuch great Alterations 
in the ſeveral Parts of the Government, as 
might threaten the Conſtitution with 
Danger. e eee 


Here 
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Here was a Country of great Advantage 
for Defence by its natural Situation, large 
enough to maintain a numerous and well. 
diſciplined Militia, in ſufficient Plenty and 
Eaſe ; animated with the Experience of God's 
powerful Protection in the Days of their Fa- 
thers, and encouraged to hope the ſame Pro- 
tection of the one true God, to continue 
them in the Poſſeſſion of his own Grant, as 
a Nation choſen to put a ſtop to the grow- 
ing Evils of Idolatry. A People who had a 
Fair Property to defend and Reaſon to de- 
fire the Preſervation of a Government under 


Which they enjoy d ſo much Happineſs. - 


But as ambitious and reſtleſs Spirits are the 
Growth of all Ages and all Places, every 
Conſtitution, however wiſely formed, mull 
be in ſome danger from Men who are ſeck- 
ing their own private Advantage often in 
the Confuſton, often in the Ruin of the Laws 
and Liberties of their Country. 

It is not to be wonder d at, that in fad 
the Hebrew Government ſhould be ſubject 
to ſome Alterations and Corruptions of 
its Conſtitution as every Government in the 
World is, and muſt be, ſo long as the Ad 
miniſtration of all Governments muſt be in 
the hands of Men, liable, to Corruption. 
The Hebrew Hiſtory ſhews in fact ſeveral 
Alterations, as in the Occaſional Judges 
after Zoſhua, the Change of Fudges into 


Kings, at the Election of Saul, and the 


Form of Government introduced among the 
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Jews after the Captivity, which ſoon grew 
into that State which Mr. Harrington well 
calls the cabbaliſtical Commonwealth, in 
which Form the chief Authority reſided in 
the Talmudical Sanhedrim and great Syna- 
gogue 3 but neither the Nature nor the Rea- 
lons of theſe Alterations are within my En- 
quiry, which is only to explain and vindi- 
cate the Wiſdom of the original Conſtitu- 
tion by Moſes. * 

I would orfly make one Remark, that all 
theſe Alterations, great as they were, were 
nothing near ſo great as the moſt celebrated 
Governments of Greece and Rome under- 
went in a much leſs Space of Time. One 
hundred Years of the Roman Hiſtory, tho' 
of a People ſo renown'd for Wiſdom, fo 
warm for Liberty, ſo jealous of every thing 
that ſeem'd to threaten it, will yet ſhew 
greater Alterations in their Government, 
more fatal to the Peace and Liberties of that 
Nation, than the whole fifteen hundred Years 
of the Hebrew Hiſtory can. 

Though the beſt Provifions of political 
Wiſdom cannot prevent all Alterations, it 
however ſhews the great Wiſdom of a Con- 
ſtitution, where the Proviſions made to pre- 


ent them are beſt fitted to obtain ſo de- 


lirable an end. As this may juſtly re- 
commend the Wiſdom of the Hebrew 
Conſtitution, ſo it ſhould filence with Shame 
the unfair and unrighteous Reflections 

a ſome 
* Harrington Com. Iſrael, c. v. 
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ſome have caſt upon it, as if found. lil f 

* cd on ambitious Deſigns, and calculated Wl 

4 to draw all the Wealth and Power of the 

Hebrew Nation into the hands of the f 

4 Prieſts.” When, on the contrary, the Con- 1 

ſtitution has taken the wiſeſt care that i t 

ſhould not be in the power of any one Pan I. 

of the Nation, leaſt of all in the Power ol - 

the Prieſts, either to invade the Property or U 

oppreſs the Liberties of any Part of the i * 

Nation. n 

Care and There are two principal Methods of pre 

| - Os venting the Evils of Ambition, either to take 

brew G:- away the uſual Occaſions of ambitious Views 

— Deſigns, or to make the Execution df 

Tagan. them difficult and impracticable. The He 

brew Conſtitution has made both theſe Pro 

viſions in a manner <qual, I think I my 

boldly ſay, to any known Conſtitution of 
Government in the World. 

The very Foundation of the Hebrew Con 
ſtitution, was an equal Diviſion of the Land, 
the Continuance of which was ſecured by: 

fundamental Law, which made that Diviſion 
perpetual, as no Eſtate could be alienated 6: 
paſs from one Tribe or Family to anothei 
The Laws had further provided, that no In 
tereſt could be made of Money; fo that hat 
a Man never ſo much Money he could mak: 
no Profit of it, either by Purchaſe or I 
Zereſt. All Places of Power, whether . 
their Courts of Juſtice, or Commands i! 
their Armies, were not Places of Profi 
too 
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nd. too, at leaſt of ſo very ſmall Profit as to be 
tel worth next to nothing at all; and theſe very 
the Places were moreover, if of any Eminency, ſo 
the fixed to Heads of Families and- Princes of 
on. Tribes, that all Ambition of canvaſſing for 
them muſt be very much prevented, by ſtriking 
an in great meaſure at the very Root of ſuch 
- of Ambitions in taking away the common and 
, MI uſual Occaſions of them; for the Conſtitu- 
che tion had made the Places in that Govern- 
ment rather Places of Burthen than of Pro- 
pte It, and had left very few, if any Competi- 
tors, for moſt of the principal of them. 
What room was there for reſtleſs and am- 
bitious Spirits, to form Parties or Factions, 
or to attempt to miſlead a Tribe or the Na- 
tion into falſe Meaſures for their own pri- 
vate Advantage, when there was ſo little 
Power ſo little Profit to be got, and ſo few 
were allow d to be Competitors, that it could 
don hardly be worth any Man's while to give 
and himſelf any Trouble, or to run any Hazard 
yy in attempting it. So wiſe Proviſion was 
icon made for the Peace of Cities, Tribes and the 
whole Nation, as there was no Encourage- 
ment for any ambitious Deſigns that might 

diſturb it. | 
It is obſeryable, this Proviſion is moſt par- 
ticular and effectual to prevent any Deſigns 
of Ambition or Covetouſneſs in the Prieſts. 
For the Conſtitution had expreſsly made a 
perpetual Mortmazn, ſo that they could not 
have any.Increaſe of Property in Land, by 
any 
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any Title whatſoever, either of Gzf# or Pur. 
chaſe, and any occaſional Gifts of Money 
muſt be yery ſmall in a Country where there 
was ſo little and it couſd be no Increaſe of 
yearly Revenue, as it could not be laid out 
to any Intereſt, And as to Places of any 
conſiderable Power, they were excluded from 


{ 
| 


them by the Conſtitution 3 they could nei- i 4 
ther be Heads of the Families nor Prince: ¶ t 
of the Tribes in which they lived, for theſe MW { 
Offices were in the Families of the Tribe 
themſelves, excluſive of all Families or Per- I 
{ons of other Tribes; nor were they to be 
employ d in military Commands, but appoint- iſ © 
cd for the Service of the Tabernacle 3 there I 
was then no room for the Levites and au 
Prieſts in any Places of the Hebrew Govern- m 
ment, except in their Courts of Fu/tice. i di 
Their Leiſure and Knowledge in the Laws 0 

tm 


made it proper there ſhould be ſome Prieſts 
or Levites to aſſiſt in them; but theſe Of N 
fices were attended with ſo little Profit, if I la 
with any at all, they were attended with iſ vt 
ſo little Power and Authority, and ſhared IO an 
among ſo many beſides the Levites, that I Eft 
moſt certainly theſe could draw very little of Li 
the Power or Riches of the Nation into their Dt 
hands. According to the foregoing Account i ma 
the Levites were not ſole Judges in any Sta 
Court of Juſtice, they were a ſmall Number I 
among many others, they were a very ſmall 
Part, if any, of the Congregations or populat Nat 


Aſſemblies, whether of the Cities, of the IA b 
| Tribes, 
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Tribes, or of all Ifrael. They made a very 


ſmall Part of the Senates, whether provin- 
cial or national; and therefore could have 
very little Encouragement to canvaſs by 
party or Faction, what was ſo little worth 
when they had obtained it. 

As to the particular Intereſts of the Prieſts 
and Levites as a Tribe, they muſt direct 
them not only to avoid all Ambitions them- 
ſelves, which might diſturb the Peace of the 
Hebrew Nation, or of any of the particular 
Tribes, but to take all care as far as they 
could to prevent all ſuch Ambitions in others, 
becauſe they muſt ſuffer by every Diſturbance. 
They could have no Hope of Gain from any, 
and when every Diſturbance was like to di- 
miniſh the Tithe, cither in the natural Pro- 
duce or regular Payment ; this muſt diminiſh 
the proper Revenue of the Levites, leſſen 
their Fund, and ſo their yearly Dividend. 
What Encouragement then could a Prieſt 
have to diſturb the Peace of his Country, 
when he could have no Proſpect of Gain, 
and had a fure Proſpect of Loſs; when their 
Eſtates and the Proviſion for their whole 
Livelihood were of ſuch nature, that they 
could not be better'd, but were ſure to be 
made worſe by every Diſturbance of the 
State? 

I ſhall add one general Remark further, 
on the ncar Equality of the whole Hebrew 
Nation, in Eſtate. As the Conſtitution put 
a bar to great Riches, and made ſuch Pro- 

viſion 
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Wk viſion for the natural Conveniences of Life ic 
2 that very few could be in great Want or iff fo 
Poverty; this ſerved to diminiſh greatly Il tc 
the Temptations of Luxury, Pride and Eu. oi 
V, nor were there any 4 neceſſitous as to w 
ſeck Relief for their private Wants and Mi- A 
ſery, in the publick Confuſion and Diſorders N or 
of their Country. How much do theſe ¶ th 
Proviſions of the Hebrew Government, to iſ 27 
prevent the Occaſions of Faction, excel all I pr 
the Conſtitutions of the fam d Spartan Law: I th 
giver for the ſame Purpoſe; ſo much celc- ¶ po 
brated by the admired Grecian Authors? ¶ Pe 
nor would theſe Conſtitutions have miſsd I at 
their Praiſe, if they had been publiſhed by a I {cr 
Lycurgus, a Solon, or a Numa; or indeed m- 
by any body but Moſes. Vet 
Arremptrof The Wiſdom of this Conſtitution went Hof 
Anbition {till further, to make all ambitious and fac: I te 
n Attempts ſo very difficult, ſo unlikely on 
| wer) 4 to ſucceed, as to be next to impraQicable : Ce 
. — A great Diſcouragement to the making any Nane 
| able. ſuch Attempts. The particular Powers of N up. 
each Part of this Government, were ſo 5. Nh 
lanced by the Powers of other Parts, that I in 
without the Concurtence of all it was hardly l 
practicable for any one Part to draw to them- BD. 
ſelves any ſhare of Property, Wealth, or Tat 
Power, from the other Parts; and it was as 0 
hard and impracticable to obtain their Con- Br 
currence, to the Ruin of their own Property I ub 
and Liberty. Let any Man but juſt conſider © 


the Plan of this Government in general, and If bb 
let 
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jet him day in what way it was practicable. 
for any Perſon, Tribe, Court or Magiſtrate; 


to invade the Property of his Country men 


or Liberties of his Country. The Tribes 
were independent of each other, ſo that the 
Ambition of any Man in any Tribe could 
only affect the Peace of his own Tribe; and 
there were the Powers of the provincial Con- 
gregation, Senate and Prince of the Tribe; to 
prevent even any ſuch Attempt as that. Vet if 
that would not do, and if a Man might be fup- 
poſed to have gain d over to his Intereſts the 
People, Elders and Prince of his Tribe, or 
at leaft a ſufficient Patty among them to con- 
ſent to their own undoing, there ſtill re- 
main d the other Tribes, all independent Go- 
vernments as well as his on Tribe, and none 
of them like to make a Surrender tamely of 
their Sovereignty and Independency to any 


ane Tribe. There were ſtill the national 


Congregation, the national Senatc, the Judge, 
nd the Oracle; all which muſt be impoſed 
upon, or forced to a Compliance, or the 
whole Force of the Nation would ſoon | ans 
an end to a provineial Rebellion. 

But indecd what Man could be ſo ſanguine 
as to think it practicable to make ſuch a 
Party in his own Tribe, as to be dangerous 
to the Liberties even of that particular Tribe. 
Bribery and Corruption could have very little 
Influence where all were in near equal Cir- 
cumftances, where none by conſequence were 
able to bribe any conſiderable Number, and 

R where 


* 


N 
| 
N 
| 
| 
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Prince of his Tribe, whoſe Power and Au- 
thority his Ambition muſt be ſuppoſed to be 


ceivable, that theſe Heads of Families would 
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where all had a Property near as good as any Nb 
other Perſon of their Family or Tribe. 

But ſuppoſe, if you pleaſe, this ambitious 
Man one of chiefeſt Power and Command 
in the Tribe, let him be Head of a chief Fx 10 


mily or Prince of his Tribe, what could any He 
Head of a Family do without the Concur- 


rence of the other Heads of Familics and the 


drawing out of their hands into his own! 
Suppoſe him Prince of the Tribe, and ſo of 
greateſt Power and Authority, if he ſhould 
attempt to carry that Power and Authority 
beyond the Laws of the Conſtitution, he 
muſt invade the Powers and Authority of 
the Heads of Families and inferior Comiman- 
ders, without whoſe Conſent it was not 
practicable to do any thing. And is it con 


not be attentive to their own Rights, and be 
alarm'd as ſoon as ever they perceivd a De 
ſign upon them? The Princes of the Tribe, 
though Generals of the Militia and Preſidents 
of the Council of War within their own 
Province, yet did not appoint any of the 
Officers under them; the Heads of Familie 
commanded their Families, as the Princes 
did the Tribes, and were always able by vir 
tue of their own Commands in the Army; 
of the Tribe, to prevent the Execution 0 
any Deſigns againſt their own Rights. More 
over, in any ſuck eaſe they miglit cxpca 
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my be ſupported by the united Force of the 
_ Mvhole Nation; for nothing can be more im- 
ous Worobable than to imagine that the other 


ad Tribes, the national Senate, or the judge, 
F Would all give in to the private Ambition 


any of an my Oe ſingle Man to invade the Liber- 


ut- nes of one of the Tribes of 1/ael, and there- 


whole Nation, from the Obedience due to 
he States-Getteral of the united Tribes, and 
ncourage like dangerous Attempts againſt 
he 8 of every other of the Tribes in 
ts t 

What appears thus imptacticable in any 
me of the Tribes feverally, will appear yet 
ore imptacticable if attempted by any Ma- 
rates of the Union. An Attempt by the 
no i ongregation of all Icael ſeems hardly with- 
the queſtion. None can well ſuppoſe an 
yhole Nation in a Plot, to give away their 
wn Wealth, Liberty and Power into other 


bc, Lay-men. The national Senate conſi ſted 
en al the Nobles of Iſrael, Princes of Tribes, 
Sund Heads of Families, as well as the ſeventy 
ders chofen for their Underſtanding in the 
ws and their Wiſdom for Counſel. Now it 
inconceivable how this Court, call it Sanhe- 
rim, Senate, Privy Council, ot what you 
il, ſhould praQiſe any ching againſt the 
roperty, Liberties or Wealth of the N ation, 
When every thing of moment reſolved in it 


mk be propoſed to the * of 
R 2 Iſraet 


the by withdraw it from the Union of the 


lens hands, be they who they will, Prieſts 
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Dependance upon them. They did not hold 
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Tſrael for its Conſent, and muſt be after 
wards put into Execution, if Force was. ne. 
ceſſary, by the Arms of the ſaid Congregz ne 
tion, as the only Army of Iſrael; who, tho WW. 
indeed as an Army, they were to be com 
manded by their Heads of Families and Prin. 
ces of Tribes, yet they were in no ſervile 


their Lands of them as Vaſſals, or even 2 
Tenants; they were all of them Freebol 
ders, and held of Fehovah, or immediately 
of the Crown. They owed the Heads of 
their Families and Princes of their Tribes no 
other Services but military Obedience, and 
that only in ſuch things, and as far as th: 
Conſtitution directed. Hence it appears to 
have been in the Power of the Congreg+ 
tion, as one of the States of the Hebren 
Parliament, and as the only Army of the 
Hebrew Nation, to prevent the Senate fron 
carrying any Point in the national Council 
or States-General of the united Tribes ; be 
cauſe it muſt have their Conſent, and to pre 
vent any Reſolution from being carried int 
Execution, that might have been fraudulent) 
obtain d, in Prejudice to the Property or Li 
berties of the People, becauſe it muſt be ex: 
cuted by their Force. 
If you ſuppoſe any ſuch Attempt to | 
made by the Judge whoſe Power and Auf 
thority were very conſiderable, he bein 
Commander in chief of the Hoſts of Trat 
and in whoſe hands the executive Pow: 


' 
p 
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of Government were principally lodged ; 
yet there was ſo great care taken to prevent 
SW any Danger from his Power to the Libertics 
ho of the Nation, that you may perceive it was 
not in his power to hurt them; for he was 
not intruſted with an arbitrary Power, he 
was ſtrictly to follow the Directions of the 
Law, for which End he was to act accord- 
ing to the Advice of the national Council 
or Senate ; ; and in Matters of greater Impor- 
tance, he was to have the Conſent of the 
Congregation, and Approbation of the O- 
racle. Nor could the Judge execute any 
thing at any time, but by an Army; of which 
oth Soldiers and Officers were Members of 
he national Congregation or national Senate. 

n Army ſure, very unlikely and improper to 
x employ'd in invading or trampling on 
he Liberties of the Senate or People of IV 
eel. 

Perhaps ſome will yet pretend Danger 
tom the High- Prieſt, as he was appointed to 
onſult the Oracle; but what has been ob- 
erycd concerning the Oracle, and the man- 
er in which it was conſulted by the High- 
riefſt, news, I think moſt evidently, that 
he High- Prieſt could no ways endanger the 
iberties of the Nation, or draw the 


bie Uſe to be made of the Oracle. For 
e High-Pricſt was only to ask Counſel ot 
Ne Oracle, when he was ſo directed. The. 
owe pracle itſelf gave no Anſwer but to a Que 


R 3 ſtion 


ealth of it to the Pricſthood, by any pot- 
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ſtion agreed upon before, and put into the 
hands of the High- Prieſt to ask. The High. 
Prieſt could form no Queſtion himſelf, or a i © 
any Queſtion of his own ; nor could he im if 
poſe an Anſwer on thoſe who conſulted the þ 
t 


Oracle by him. Yet if you will ſuppoſe 


after all, the High-Prieſt might on ſome oc- i © 
caſions have managed things fo dextcrouſly, MW 
as to have publiſh'd an Oracle in favour af 
the Prieſthood, of their Power and Wealth; P. 
of which there is not ſo much as a Pretence iſ © 
of one ſingle Inſtance in the whole Hebreuf 
Hiſtory, what would the Prieſts have gaind b 
by it? This would have been beginning ul © 
the wrong End, it would be like * 
the Royal Aſlent to an Act that had paſſed St 
neither of the Houſes ; and muſt, like the a] 
Laws of the Hebrew Conſtitution, be pro. ha 
poſed to the Senate and Congregation fo * 
their Conſent. So that ſuch Conſtitutions, 
if poſlible to be founded on the pretended 
Authority of an Oracle, muſt be receiv d ani 
executed by this general Conſent of tk 
whole Nation. 

But of all theſe imaginary or forged F 
none are more ridiculouſly abſurd than the 
Pannick from the Attempts of the Levitis 
That they ſhould be in a Plot againſt the 
Liberties of their Country, and be able te 
draw all the Power and Wealth of the hol 


Nation i into their own hands. 


W 
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What the Conſtitution appointed for the 
Leuites was the Tithe, which, all thin 
conſidered, and their own Share of Lan 
which they gave to the Publick deducted, 
was very moderate. A fundamental Law of 
the Conſtitution made the Levites incapable 
of any Acceſſion of Revenue, as all Eſtates 
in Land were unalienable, and all Intereſt on 
Money forbid by Law. So that it was not 
poſſible for them to attempt any thing, but 
either by the Repeal of a Law declar d in the 
Conſtitution unalterable, or by Force of Arms, 
both of them moſt chimerical and impracti- 
cable Projects. | "ot 

The Levites had ſo little ſhare in the 
States, whether provincial or national, that if 
a Power of repealing and making new Laws 
had been veſted in thoſe Aſſemblies, the Le- 
vites could have bad neither Numbers nor 
Authority to carry any Law in their. own 
Favour againſt the Intereſts of the reſt of the 
Nation. 
lf they arc conſidered in the particular 

Tribes to which they belong, for they are 
reckoncd to belong to that Tribe where the 
City of their Habitation was; ſo you have 
mention of 4 young Man out of Bethlem- 
ll 7udah, of the Family of Fudah, who was 
2 Levite : Thus conſidered, you will ſee 
F they are ſo very ſmall a Number, in com- 
pariſon of the other Inhabitants of the Tribe, 
that they could not hope to carry any Que- 

| R 4 ſtion 


247 


Judges 


xvii. 7. 


— * wy 


248 


Of the Civil Government 


ſtion againſt them, in any Aſſembly; eſpecially 
conſidering further, that the principal Power 


and Authority of every Tribe muſt be in o 


ther hands. The Levites could never be 
Princes of Tribes, or Heads of Families; 

nor is it certain, chat the Levites had any 
ſharc in the provincial Senates or Councils of 
the Tribes at all. It is likely they were con- 
fined to the Magiſtracies of their own Cities 
and of their own Families, who inhabited 
them. As they were free from military 
Services, they ſeem in like manner free from 
Summons by the ſuperior Officers, and ſo 
from Attendance on the Princes of the T ribes 
in their provincial Aſſemblies, except ſome 
few of them ſhould aſſiſt in their Coutts on 
account of thcir better Underſtanding in 
the Laws; but theſe, as ſome have obſery' 
with good Reaſon, ſeem rather to be placed 
in the Offices of Scribes, Secretaries, or Re. 
corders, than of Aldermen or Senators. 
The ſame may be obſerved as to their Seſſion, 


Vote and Authority in the national Coun 
cils, or States-General of the united Tribes. 


But whatever Power the Levites had, 


whatever their Authority was, ſuppoſe it 


more or leſs, it could not reach to the Al 


texation of the Conſtitution in their - fayour 


any manner of way; for it was not in the 
power of any proyincial Aſſembly, not in 
the power of a national Aſſembly, if thc 
Levi ites could be ſuppoſed, to govern them 


all 
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al abſolutely, either to repeal any Law in 
being ' that was a Bar to their Ambition, as 
the univerſal Mortmain or the Prohibition 
of Intereſt, or to procure any new Law to 
be enacted in their fayour, that might make 
way for any Attempts againſt the Liberties 
of their Country. 

If you can ſuppoſe the Levites making 
any ſuch Attempts by Mutiny and Force, you 
may perceive all ſuch Attempts manifeſtly 
impracticable. The Levites were a few Per- 
ſons in the midſt of a great Number of I 
raelites; they were themſelves without 
Arms, never train'd to Diſcipline, not hay- 
ing one Perſon of military Skill to lead them, 
but ſurrounded by Perſons in Numbers, a- 
bove ten to one armed and inſtructed in mi- 
litary Diſcipline, fully officer d, and ready at 
a Day's Warning to ſuppreſs any Mutiny or 
rebellious Inſurrection. 

So that to ſuppoſe it was in the power 
of the Levites to diſturb the Peace, or en- 
danger the Liberties of their Country, or to 
draw the Power and Wealth of the Nation 
into their own hands, eſpecially that it was 
artfully, that is, ena viſbly deſign d by the Con- 
ſtitution it ſhould be ſo, is a groundleſs Ima- 
gination and ſo incredible a Fiction, that 
whoever can hope to impoſe it on the World 
muft firſt have a moſt contemptible Opinion of 
it, for Ignorance and Stupidity. - . 


In 
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In fact, there does not appear any one In- 
ftance in the whole Hebrew Hiſtory for ſo 
many hundred Years of any ſuch Deſign . i 
the Levites, or of the Succeſs of the Priel 
in any one ſuch Project. There were canſ- 
derable Alteratipns in the Hebrew Govern- 
ment, for want of keeping ſtrictly to the 
original Conſtitution. As the Hebrews 
choſe no Judge to ſucceed Joſbua, ar Elders 
in the room of the Elders of his Council, 
the natural Conſequence was a ſort of Anar- 


. chy, or occaſional Judges, with Authority 


only in ſome of the Tribes. This made the 
People deſire a King, to reſtore in ſame mex 
ſure the national Union, and to unite the 
national Force. This Kingdom was in a 
few Years divided into twa, by which the 
original Conſtitution was ſo altered, and the 
national Farce ſo weakned, that both became 
more exposd to the Invaſions of their power- 
ful Neighbours the Kings of Egypr, Aſſyris 
and Babylon, and ſuffered much from them, 
as was naturally to be expected from their 
Diviſions and Animoſitics ; but where is it 
to be found that the Prieſts ar Levites were 
the Authors of any of theſe Alterations ? 
Where does it appear the Prieſts or Levites 
got any Advantages by any of theſe Altera- 
tions? Where are the new Conſtitutions to 
be found in favour of the Prieſts and Le- 
vites, whereby they had any Acceſſion either 
of Power or Wealth; or, where is the Ap- 


pearance 
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pearance of it in any one Inſtance of the 
Hebrew Hiſtory ? It was not the Artifice of 
the Prieſts and Samuel, it was the Im- 


portunity of the People that faid, Make ws Samuel 
a King to judge us like all the Nations ; vit. 5. ö. 


far the thing diſpleaſed Samuel, or he did 
not approve of ſuch an Alteration of the o- 
riginal Conſtitution. In. the Government 
of Saul the firſt King, the Power and. In- 
fluence of the Levites was ſo low that they 
could not prevent a Maſſacre, and putting 


all the Inhabitants of the City of N96 to the i Samuel 
ſword 3 nor were they in condition to re- 1 . 


ſent, or revenge it. There was no Com- 
motion, not the leaſt national Diſturbance 
upon it, and Abiathar was fain to fly to 
avid for Safety; who, himſelf was in the 
reateſt danger, hiding himſelf ſometimes in 
one Wilderneſs, ſometimes in another, and 
had only about ſix hundred Men with him; 
nor does it appear, there was any Conſti- 
tution made on David's Acceſſion, to the 

particular Advantage of the Prieſts, 
The Revolution under Feroboam was ſo 
far from being of any advantage to the 
Prieſts and Levites, that it was a fatal Blow 
ro their legal Rights and Intereſts. They 
loſt above three Quarters of their Revenue, 
beſides the Office and Dignity of Prieſts, in 
the Cities of 1/7ael. Sure the Prieſts 
were very unskilful and unlucky Politicians, 
to make way by Feroboam's Revolution = 
| | e 
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of the loweſt of the People, who were not 
of the Sons of Levi, to deprive them of 
ſo. large a Part of their Subſtance ; Conſe 
quences eaſy to be foreſeen in ſuch an Al- 
teration of the Government, and which if 


the Pricſts and Levztes had common Senſe, 


they muſt have uſed all their Intereſt to pre- 
vent, inſtcad of having any hand in the Con- 


trivance or Execution of it. 


So contrary to all Reaſon, lo contrary to 


all hiſtorical Truth of Facts, is it to ſuppoſe, 


that the Hebrew Conſtitution was contrived 
partially to favour the particular Intereſt of 
the Levztes, or to draw the Power or 
Wealth of the Hebrew N ation into theje 
hands. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


That Obedience 70 the General Sens 
of the National Union, in hom 
the Tribes, though ſeparate and in- 
dependent Provinces, were united 
into one Government, was eſſential 
to the Hebrew Conſtitution; that 
to diſobey and oppoſe their Orders, 


wat a very dangerous Aci of Hi gh- 
| Treaſon. 


ALL wiſe Governments have made every | 


Act of High-Treaſon a capital Crime, 
and have juſtly accounted it one of the moſt 
dangerous Offences that can be committed. 
It 1s not only an Injury to one Man, or to 


a few private Perſons; but it is an Injury to 


the whole Society, to the Peace and Order 
of the Government, on which the Property, 
theLiberty, the Happineſs, and even the Lives 
of every one in the Society muſt depend. 
Treaſon is defined to be an Offence com- 
mitted againſt the Security of the King or 


Kingdom; according to the Roman Law, 


every Attempt againſt the Emperor or Com- 
mon wealth was Treaſon “. By our Laws, a 
Man 


Lex julia dea, quz in eos, a} contra Imperato- 
rem vel Rempublicam aliquid moliti ſunt, ſuum vigorem 
extendit, Inftitas. I. iv. % xvili. 5. 3. 
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Man commits High-Treaſon by counterfeit- 

ing the Coin, or the Great Seal, by killing a 

Chancellor, Treaſurer or Judge, in the Exe- 

cution of their Office; by adhering to the 

King's Enemies, by levying War as well as 

by compaſſing and imagining the Death of 

the King. 80 that all Offences which di: 

realy tend to overthrow what is neceſſary 

to the Safety and Authority of the Govern- 

ment, eſpecially if they appear in over? Acts 

of forcible Oppoſition to it, are ranked a. 

mong the moſt heinous Crimes, and which 

in Juſtice and Wiſdom deſerve the ſevereſt 

Puniſhment: No wonder the Hebrew Go- 

vernment ſhould take care to ſecure its Au- 

thority in the ame manner all wiſe Govern- 

ments have ever done ; nor is it to be wor- 

derd at, that therefore there ſhould be ſe- 

vere Penalties in the Hebrew Laws, for ſuch 

Offences, or Examples in the Hebrew Hiſtory 

of ſevere Puniſhments inflicted on ſuch Of. 
fenders. 8 . | 

What Among the Hebreus the Majeſtas In. 

High perii, the Authority of Government, was in 

re” the firſt place to be conſſder d in Jehovah 

brew Ce- himſelf as King of 1/rae! ; therefore what- 

veramen'* ever overt Act amounted to'a Denial of his 

Right and Authotity, as Ki 65 of 1/racl, 

whatever amounted to compalling and en- 

deayouring to depoſe him, was the higheſt 

- ſort of Treaſon in that Government, as what is 

committed againſt the Security of the King, is 

according to outLaw, and what Vas athiopred 
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2gainſt the Emperor, was according to the 
Roman Law, and what deferved the ſever 
Puniſhment according to both. 2 


But the Authority of Government is to 


be conſider d next, in the Perſons to whom 
the Execution of the Laws and Juſtice is 
committed by the Conſtitution. Theſe, in 
the Hebrew Government, were principally 
the Judge, the national Senate, and the Con- 
gregation of all 1/7ael. To oppoſe then and 
reſiſt their Authority, eſpeclally in the Exc- 
cution of their proper Offices, as the national 
States, to levy War againſt them, was in their 
Conſtitution a greater Offence, than in ours 
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to kill a Chancellor, Treaſurer or judge, in 


the Execution of their Office, as great as to 
levy War againſt the King, to hinder and op- 
poſe the Execution of Juſtice. 

One would think there is little need to 
vindicate the Wiſdom of Laws againſt High- 
Treaſon, or the ſuſtice of ſevere Puniſhments 
for ſo heinous Offences; yet ſo it is, the 
Hebrew Government is treated with uncom- 
mon Severity on this account. Our moral 
Philoſopher tells us, that © rhe Deciſion of 
* the Oracle, in the Caſe of the Levite, 
* was without the leaſt Truth, natural Ho- 
* nour, or common Juſtice That it 
" is evident here the Oracle was neither in- 
* fallible nor impeccable; ſo far from it. 
that he encouraged and prompted the 
People to the moſt bloody and cruel Out- 
« rage that had ever been known or — 
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*.of; and an Injury done to a ſingle Levit- 
** was thought fit to be revenged by cutting 
* off an whole Tribe, Root and Branch, 
* without any Regard to natural Juſtice ox the 
© leaſt Bowels of Mercy or Compaſſion. 
* That not leſs than three hundred thouſand 
© Lives or Souls were facrificed upon this 
* Quarrel, relating to a Levite and his 
© Whore *. — And finally, © that by adding 
* one Wickedneſs to another, they finiſhed 
< the moſt perfect Piece of Malice, Revenge 
* and Villany, in the Name of the Lord . 
Witch- , We have many Objeftions more general, 
o_ 1 cenſuring the Laws againſt Idolaters, Diviners, 
Zatry, and Witches, and ſuch like Offenders, as unjuſ 
—_— and cruel and even contrary to the natura 
— on in Rights of Conſcience ; or, as one.thinks fit 
the He. to expreſs it, © deſtroying Men on the Ac 
vrew ©* © count of Religion and Conſcience +.” 
Me have ſeen before, it became the Wil 
dom and Goodneſs of God to put a ſtop to 
Idolatry, and the great Miſchiefs which wer 
the common and natural Effects of it. That 
this was the great Deſign of the Inſtitution L 
of the Hebrew Government, ſo that to tole i wt 
rate Idolatry in this Government muſt viola N- 
all the Rules of common Senſe, as well co 
.the Maxims of political Wiſdom. , Now 
manner of Witchcrafts, Sorceries, Divin 
tions, or Pretences to either of them, wer 
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Moral Philoſ. Vol, I. 273, 280. 
ere es 
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we en opeti Profeſſion and Practice of Idolatry. 
| to a Knowledge and a 
of doing things, above human, in 
the virtue of ſupernatural owers receiv'd from 
— che Laolc, with whom they were ſuppoſed to 
and have an immediate and intimate Commerce. 


this Now the very Profeſſion of having received 


his ¶ ſach ſupernatural Powers from Idols, was an 
ling „vert Act of Idolatry; that is of High-Trea- 
hed WW fav, in the Hebrew Government; for whe- 
nec if ther ſuch Declaration was really true or falſe 
+.” Eu itſelf, ill the Treaſon was the fame ; for 
ral, it openly denied Fehouah to be the one 
ers, WW true God, as it aſſerted the Power of Idols; 
juſt it was compaſſing to depoſe Fehovah, as 
ura King of Irael, by afferting tlie Authority of 
s fit other Gods before him. 10 o wonder then 
Aci was one of the Laws of the Hebrew Go- 


real or pretended, did openly profeſs and prac- 
tiſe Idolatry. I think this fingle Obſervation 
ſuthcient to juſtify the Wiſdom of thefe 
Laws ſt a Practice of Tdolatry, and 
which was ſo very likely to corrupt weak 
Minds; eagerly fond of knowing things to 
come, and the: greater Part by far of every 

Nation in the World. Let others make good 
n the 08 and Conſcience of Witchcraft. 


rernment, Thau ſbalt not ſuffer a Witch to krodu, 
live: Foraſmuch as all 'Witches, whether = 


But as great pains have buen taker end Caſe of 
repreſent the Caſe of the Benjamite Nebel. . Benjar 


lion, and to render the Oracle itſelf odious, rag | 
S 
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of; and an Injury done to a ſingle Levit- 

** was thought fit to be revenged by cutting 

* off an whole Tribe, Root and Branch, 

* Without anyRegard to natural Juſtice gr the 

© leaſt Bowels of Mercy or Compaſſion. — 

* That not leſs than three hundred thouſand 

* Lives or Souls were facrificed upon this 

* Quarrel, relating to a Levite and his 

c Whore “. — And finally, © that by adding 

* one Wickedneſs to another, they finiſhed 

* the moſt perfect Piece of Malice, Revenge 

* and Villany, in the Name of the Lord . 

Witch- We have many Objections more general, 

5 . cenſuring the Laws againſt Idolaters, Diviners 

Zatry, and Witches, and ſuch like Offenders, as unjuſt 

e and cruel and even contrary to the naturi 

— n in Rights of Conſcicnce ; or, as one.thinks fit 

the He. to expreſs it, © deſtroying Men on the Ac 
vrew ©» * count of Religion and Conſcience +.” 

Moe have ſeen before, it became the Wil 

dom and Goodneſs of God to put a ſtop tc 

Idolatry, and the great Miſchiefs which wer 

the common and natural Effects of it. That 

this was the great Deſign of the Inſtitutior 

of the Hebrew Government, ſo that to tole 

rate Idolatry in this Government muſt violate 

all the Rules of common Senſe, as well : 

.the Maxims of political Wiſdom. , Now 

manner of Witchcrafts, Sorceries, Divuin 

tions, or Pretences to either of them, wen 


- * Moral Philoſ, Vol, I. 273, 280. 
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an opet-Profefion and Practice of Idolatry. 
For they pri to a Knowledge and a 
Power. of doing things, above human, in 
virtuc of ſupernatural owers receiv'd from 
the Idols, with whom they were ſuppoſed to 
have an immediate and intimate Commerce. 
Now the very Profeſſion of having received 
ſuch ſupernatural Powers from Idols, was an 
overt A& of Idotatry; that is of High-Trea- 


fan, in the Hebrew Government; for whe- 


ther ſuch Declaration was really truc or falſe 
in itſelf, ſtill the Treaſon was the fame ; for 
it openly denied Fehovah to be the one 
true God, as it aſſerted the Power of Idols; 
it was compaſfing to depoſe Fehovah, as 
King of Iael, by aſſerting the Authority of 
other Gods before him. 18 wonder chen 


It was one of the Laws of the Hebrew Go- 
rerriment, Thou ſhalt not ſuffer a Witch to Exodut 
1e. Foraſmuch as all Witches, whether i. s. 


real or pretended, did openly profeſs and prac- 
tiſe Idolatry. I think this fingle Obſervation 
ſutficicat to juſtify the Wiſdom of theſe 
Laws a Practice of T1dolatry, and 
which was ſo very likely to corrupt weak 


Minds, eagerly fond of knowing things to 
come, and the: greater Part by far of every 


Nation inthe World. Let others make good 
the 1 and. Conſcience of Witchcraft. 


lion, and to render the Oracle itſelf odious, brllion 
S as 


| gs great pains have been taken to mil Caſe of 
— the Caſe of the Benjamite Nebel. 2 
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I, 25 3 4 
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as encouraging and prompting the People to 
the moſt bloody and cruel Outrage that had 
ever been known or heard of, let it be-conſ. 
dered a little more diſtinct ix... 

Let us take the true State of this Caſe from 
the Hebrew Hiſtory itſelf, which is thus: 
It came to paſs in thoſe Days, when there 
was no King in Iſrael, that there was 4 
certain Levite ſojourning on the ſide: of 
Mount Ephraim, who took to him a Concu 
bine out of Bethlehem-Fudah; and his Con 


cubine played the Whore againſt him, and 


Dent aua 


Houſe in Bethlehem ꝓudah; and her Huſ- 


from him unto her Father. 


band aroſe and went after her, to ſpeak 


friendly to her, and to bring her again; 


and his Father-in-Law, the Damfet's Fa 


where they met with leſs Hoſpitality and . 


ther, retained him, and ttcated him kindly 
for ſeveral Days; ſo that a full Reconcilia- 
tion was made between the Levite and his 
Concubine, or Wife, for-ſo it will preſently 
appear ſhe really was. Returning home, 
they. came to Gzbeah, a City of Benjamin, 


Kindneſs than was uſual in thoſe times 2 
mong Strangers, and than what might have 
been juſtly expected from one 1/rae/zte to 


another. Nor did they expect any other 


Kindneſs from the Men of Gibeah, than what 
was commonly ſhewn to every Traveller, in 


a Country where there were no - publick 


Houſes of Entertainment. They brought 


. their Proviſion with them, and only wanted 


of the HEBREwSs. 
a Lodging; that they might not be forced to 
remain all Night in the publick Streets of 
the City: At length they were receivd into 
the Houſe of one who was alſo of Mount 
Ephraim z/ but ſoon the Houſe was beſet 
with a Deſign to commit a moſt villainous 
Outrage in Violation of all the Rights of Ju- 
tice and Humanity, as well as one of the 
moſt abominable Crimes, the Sin againſt. 
Nature. They actually proceeded ſo far in 
their Wickedneſs and Villany, as to abuſe the 
Levites Wife, in ſuch manner that ſhe died 
in a fe Hours. The Levite ſo highly in- 
jured complains publickly of it; and all who 
heard his Complaint, were ſenſible of his In- 
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jury. For all who ſaw it, ſaid, there was Judg. xix. 


w ſuch Deed done nor ſeen, from the Day 30. 
that the Children of 1/rael came up out of 
the Land of Egypt unto this Day. They 

all eſteemed it a Crime not fit to be paſſed o- 
rer in ſilence. | 


Hereupon the Congregation of Iſrael was xx. 1,2,3; 


gathered together. And the chief of 
all the People, even of all the Tribes of 
4 preſented themſelves in the Aſſem- 
ly of the People of God. So that here 
was a Meeting of the General States, the 
Senate and People of 2 and the high 
national Court of the Hebrews. They exa- 
nine into the Facts, and ſend to the Tribe 
f Benjamin, to learn what Anſwer they had 
o make for themſelves, or to deliver up the 


Criminals to — but the Children Fi, 10 
2 


Benjamin 
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ſtead of appearing in the Aſſembly of oF 


enquire into this Affair, they reſolved ix 


thority and Fuftice of all Iſtael, the Senate ant 
People being now aſſembled in full Parliame 
They carry their Point ſo far, as to levy War 


brought on the Civil Mar, win ended | 
'the Ruin of the City of Gibeah, and Alm 


Of the Civil Government 
Benjamin would not hearken to thear Voice 
—but gathered themſelves together um 
of the Crties unto Gibeah, te gv unt it 
Battle ap ainft the Children of  1fracl. i 


as one of the Tribes, or giving any Satisfuc 
tion to the high national — eep 


ther to make any Excuſe, or give che State 
of 1/7zel any Satisfaction, or to pay any R 
gard to the Authority of their Summons 
but reſolved to defend the Thhabitants of G 

beah right or wrong againſt the national A 


and march twenty-ſix thouſend Men to protef Bi 
the Offenders from publick F 


in the Deftruttion of the Tribe of E ſer 


this Queſtion, what the perſornt and mor 
Saen of this — 5 

either truly were or are ſuppoſod to be. 
« he was a drunken Levite, and if ſhe v 

an Whore,” 25 out Moral Philoſopher 

freely calls them both, ir'might have jultifc 


Jumin. | an 


This. is the plain Acchuier of the v an 
Matter, as reported in the Hebrew R La 


itlelf. A few obvious II wil oF 
it in a true Light. 1 


It is really of no gros conſequence i 


11h 
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the Magiraccs of Gibeeh, in puniſhing them 


an according to Law; but ſure it could be no 


Juſtification for a riotous Mob to break open 
Houſes, to make an Attempt of Sodomy, nl 
to commit Adultery, Rape and Murder. 
it not wonderful Morality, to excuſe as — 
a poſlible, ſuch unheard of Wickedneſs, and 
nei endeavour, by moſt yncharitable Inſinuations, 
vithout the leaſt Foundation of Proof, to 
ReYY caſt all the blame upon a poor Levite and 
his Wife 2 for ſo ſhe was, how free ſaeyer 


our moral Philoſopher makes with her Cha- 


raſter, to call her ſo often an Whore, Con- 
A cubines, with the Hebrews, were lawful 
Wives, and differed from other Wives only 
in Dower, or Jointure. © Certain it is,” as 
al Biſhop Patrick obſcrves, © ſuch Perſons were 
really Wives; and it was Adultery in any 
* other Perſon that lay with them, but they 
e wha had married them.” It has been ob- 
ſerved: to this purpoſe by the moſt eminent 
and skilful Author, in the Underſtanding 
and Knowledge of the Hebrew Cuſtoms and 
Laws, That no private Perſon could have 
A © a Concubine, but on two Conditions, 
e that ſhe was an Hebrew, and that he mar- 


„ ricd her?. 


In this caſe, the Hiſtory itſelF plainly makes 
U aur Tcuiſes Concubine en for he is 
2 26 %% 4 expreſſiy 


Homo privatus autem primo non — — 
ſamere, 1 melt Hebrea, & 2 port Coe r Def) 
fationem adhibere debet. Main. * Melac. * 4. 


| Lex Rabbin, V. Concubine. 
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Judg. xix. expreſſly called Her Husband, and her Fa 


37 4. 


ther is as expreſſiy called his Father. in- Lau. 
So that ſhe was his Wife properly and in the 
ſtricteſt Senſe, according to Law. 
But it is not ſaid in the Hiſtory itſelf, his 
Concubine played the Whore againſt” him. 
It is ſo ſaid indeed in our Tranſlation.” It 
had been decent in a Moral Philoſopher how: 
ever, to have ſeen how far the Tratiflation 
of an Hebrew Word may be depended upon, 
before he made it the ſole Foundation of ſo 
heavy a Charge, © That it was plain from the 
« Story itſelf that the Woman before her 
* Elopement had been a common Whore “ 
Now any one, without any great Knowledge 
of the Hebrew Language, might have known 
at leaſt, that it is not plain from the Story 
irſelf; for Biſhop Patrick, whom every Eng. 
liſh Reader who pleaſes, may conſult, obſerves, 


 Therearethoſe, who by the Word Tizneh, 
„ which we tranſlate played the Whore, will 


have no more meant, but that ſhe was fro 
“ ward, and contumaciouſly diſobedient; ſo 


that ſhe could not endure his Company, 
© but forſook him +.” So that according 
to theſe, our Tranſlators ſhould not have ren: 
der it ſhe played the Whore. againſt him; 
but that ſhe e/oped from him, © otit of ill Hu- 


-mour: and the Perſons who are of this O. 
pinion, are the moſt eminent for their Know- 


1 ge of the 3 Language we Nen 


Moral Philoſ. 1 27. $469: l 71k =; 
+ Patrick on the Place. S 7 8 
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the Chaldee Paraphraſt, the LXX or ancient 
Greek Tranſlation, the eminent Hebrew Hi- 
ſtorian , Zoſephus, and the vulgar Latin. 
But enough of a Circumſtance, which would 
be of little conſequence to the Merits of the 
Cauſe, if it was as certain and evident, as it 
is uncertain and groundleſs. 733 

Let us come to what is more material. 


As far as it appears in the Hiſtory, there 


was no Miſ- behaviour, either in the Levite, 
or his Wife; it is therefore unrighteous to 
charge them with any on mere Suſpicion, 
without any Proof. But many of the moſt 
abominable Crimes are expreſſſy charged on 
the Inhabitants of Gibeab, their Attempt on 
Strangers and Travellers was an high Viola- 
tion of the Laws of Hoſpitality and Huma- 
nity, and a riotous Breach of the Peace. It 
was moreover a Breach and Violation of the 
common Rights of all the Tribes, to a ſafe 


Paſſage through the whole Country, It was 


not only an Injury to private Perſons, but 
to the Tribes of Vadab and Ephraim, to 
which the Levite and his Wife belonged 
and ſo to all the Tribes, as it might be the 
Caſe of any of them. It quite miſtakes the 
Caſe, or miſrepreſents it, to make it only the 
Concern of a private Levite; for Levite, or 
no Levite, the Injury was the ſame. Any 
Man of Fudah, Ephraim, oz any other Tribe, 
could have no Security of travelling ſafely 


any where, if ſuch open Violence was tamely 
ſuffered to go unpuniſhed. It is true, neither 
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Judah nor Ephraim could call the-Inhabj- 
tants of Grbeah to an account by the Con: 
ſtitution, as the Fribes were eur of 
cach other, and no-one Tribe had Jurifdiftion 
over another; bur for that · very reaſon this 
was a Cauſe properly cognizable- by the 
States General bf Iſrael; and that ſeems the 
true Reaſon why the Congregation of all I 

rael was aſſembled to cnquire into it. The 
Crimes themſelves committed by the Inhs 
bitants of Gibeah were very great, and made 

capital by the Hebrew Laws. The Laws were 

in particular careful to prevent Murders, and 

to engage all Perſons to aſſiſt in the Diſco. 

very and Puniſnment of them, that it was in 
particular provided, that F any Perſon was 

Deut. xxi. fhumd ſlain in a Field, and it be not known 
„ cho hath — him ” then _ Elders and 
es ſhall come forth meaſtre unto 

al which are round about 255 Kain. 

This Care was required of the Elders and 
Judges of the Tribe, that the Elders of the 

City that is next the flain Man ſhould bring 

an Heifer and ſtrike off his Neck, and ſo 
lemnly purge themſelves of having any hand 

in the Murder, or any Knowledge of it. 
3:4-6,7,8- And uli the Elders of that City that are 
text unto the ſſam Man fhall waſh their 

Hands over the Heifer, that is beheaded 

in the Valley; and ſball anferer and fay, 
aur Hands have not fred this Blood, nei. 

ther habe our 22 feer it, be merciful, 0 


Lord, unto N Hat, whom * 
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bi: i hoſt redeemed, and lay not innocent Blood 
n. a av 2 0 2 Charge; and the 
of ven them. That is, to 
on = the 2 Biſhop Patrick, © The 
his Y © Guilt ſhall be removed from them, which 
he | © in ſome ſort would have lain upon them, 
he IN © if they had taken no notice of a Murder 
If: | © committed ſo near to their City; nor 
he 
ha 
de 
ere 
nd 
co. 


* made inquiſition after it, and expreſſed 
© their Abhorrence of it,” The Laws, you 
ſee, made Proviſion to purge a near City, 
and in a ſolemn manner by their Magiſtrates, 
of any Knowledge of a Murder, in which 
they had no hand, and to which they were 
in i no ways privy, to Lee an Abhorrence 
of Murder, and a Care to prevent or detect 
nit. Now in this caſe, there was a moſt bar- 
nd © barous Murder committed in the midſt of a 
vto City, aggravated with many enormous Cir- 
m. | cumſtances, which the Magiſtrates took no care 
nd to prevent, nor did they make any Inquiſition 
the after it to puniſh it. And the Magiſtrates of 
ing the Province or Tribe actually joined them- 
ſo- | ſelves with the Magiſtrates of the City, in 
nd | refuſing to have it examined before the Se- 
it. | nate and People, the national Court of I, 
are raet; and actually levied War, and appeared 
er in Arms, to oppoſe the ublick Juſtice of 
ted the Hebrew Nation | in full Parhament aſ- 
ay, ſembled. It is this View of the Caſe, which 
ei: ſhews it in its true light. All the Children Judges 
0 — * were gathered together, and the . i. 2. 
if of all the People, even of all the 


aft : | Tribes 
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Tribes of Iſi acl, pr * them wy s in 
the Ala 712 eople of God. The 
«© Word which we tranſlate Chief, ſays Bi- 
ſhop Patrick,” © is in the Hebrew, the Cor- 
" „ers; ; which were the Strength and Sup- 
rt of the People, as the Corner-Stones 
are of a Building, vir. the Heads of their 
Tribes, Rulers of Thouſands, and Rulers 
<0 Hundreds, Fifties and Tens. That! is, 
this Congregation met, under its proper Of- 
ficers, not tumultuouſly and diſorderly, as a 
Mob; but led by the Princes of, Tribes, and 
Heads of Families, which when nationally 
aſſembled, as we have ſeen in the Conſtitution 
of the Hebrew Government, made the great 
Council or Parliament of Tſ7ael. And it is 
to be obſerved, there being then no Ki ing 
(or Judge) in Iſrael, they had the who 


national Authoriry, acting according to the 


Judg. XX. 


Advice of the Oracle, lodged in themſelves. 
To know then the true Reaſon of this Civil 
War, which proved ſo fatal to the Ben 1 
mites, we ſhould firſt obſerve, that the 

vites Complaint of his Wife's Murder could 
go no further, than to bring the Cauſe be- 


| fore the Hebrew Parliament, when the Par- 
liament was met; all that followed, pro- 


ceeded on quite another foot. The Congre- 
gation examined into the 1 — of the Fact, 
Then ſaid the Children of Iſrael, tell us, 
how "was this Wickedneſs? Tell us, in the 


NN Original is plural, and muſt mean more than 


a . 4 A * 0 . . 4. 
* * 4 0 „** 4 * + yh — 


*d" Parrick on the Place. 
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one Perſon, likely the Man of the Houſe 
where the Levite lodged 3 the Levite's Ser- 
vant, and it may be ſome others, confirmed 
the | Levite's Evidence, by teſtifying them- 
ſelves - to the Truth of it. Hereupon the 
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Tribes r ſent Men through all the judg. xx. 


Tribe of 
weſt is this that is done - you ? 

low therefore deliver us the Men, the 
Chilaren f Belial, which are in Giheah, 
that we may put them to death, and put 
away Evil from IſFael. Upon ſo eaſy, ſo 
reaſonable, ſo equitable Terms, might the 


Tribe of Benjamin have freed itſelf, from all 


enjamin, ſaying, what Wicked-"* '3- 


Diſturbance and from all Danger; bur 7he,, 


Children of Benjamin would not hearken 
to the Voice of their Brethren the Children 
of Iſrael, but the Children of Benjamin ga- 
thered themſelves together out of the Ci- 
ties unto Gibeah, to go out to Battel againſt 
the Children of Iſrael, So that now the 
Caſe was quite altered from the Murder of 
a private Perſon, by ſome Children of Be- 
hal in the City of Grbeah, to an open 
bellion of the whole City, and of the whole 
Tribe of Benjamin, againſt the whole na- 


Re- 


tional Authority of Iſracl. They not only 


refuſe to give up the Murderers to Juſtice, 


put declare openly for their Protection, raiſe 
an Army and march to fight the Children 


of Iael, in Defence of them. This was 
the true Reaſdn that began all Hoſtilities, 
that the whole Tribe of Benjamin made 

F themſelves 


- 
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themſtlves Acce{/aries to all the Crimes the 
Children of Belial in Gibeab had been guilty 
of. They made themſelves in particulat 
guilty of the common Injury done to all 
the Tribes, of violating the Rights of 3 
ſafe Paſſage through each other's Dominions; 
they made lions Principals in a Rebel 
lion againſt the Authority of the national 
Union, and were guilty of High-Treaſon in 
compaſſing the Subverſion of the whole He. 
brew Government, by levying War againſt 
the Children of Iſtael in full Parliament 
aſſerabled. Was this Quarrel with all Ben- 
Jamin, a private Quarrel relating to a Le- 
« vifte and his Whore?" Was this the real 
Quarrel of the 1/#aelites with all tho Tribe, 
or was it levying War againſt all Iſdael ? 
And is the Puniſhment of Rebels in Arms 
againſt the Government, and actually fighting 
to deſtroy it, tho with the Severity of mili- 
tary Execution, the moſt bloody and cruel 
a Outrage that had ever been ſeen or heard 
« of?” Let any Man but caſt- his eyes into 
Hiſtory, and he. will ſoan find Examples 
cnough to convince him of the contrary. 
But there is one Tranſaction relating to, 
the Conduct of this Aſſembly of {/Fae!, 
which it may not be improper juſt to, take 
notice of in this place. The Puniſhment 
of the Benj amites, in actual Arms againſt 
the Government, may appear leis hard than 
| the Paniſhment of the Men of e 
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They adid not appear upon the general blu 
ſter. On this eceount twelve thouſand Men judg. c 
are ardered to put them to military Execu-9 
tion. They were not in actual Aras againſt 
the Government, but they were evidently 
guilty; of Defertinn ; a capital Crime by 
the military Laws of all Nations, and a 
inal Crime of very heinous nature in the 
Hebrew Government. All Iſyael held their 
Inheritances, as we have ſeen before, by mv- 
ietary Service; this was the only Defence of 
the Nation and Government, to deſert this 
Service muſt greatly endanger the Safety and 
very Being of the Government itſelf. It was 
not only Diſobedience to the Authority of 
the Hebrew Nation, and a Violation of the 
Confticution, but a Diſobedience of | ſuch 
nature, as if allowed, muſt end in the De- 
ſtrułtion of the Government: For every onc 
would ſoon have found out ſome. Ptetcnce 
or ather to excuſe their own Attendance. 
Military Executions are indeed terrible things, 
but they are deſign d to ſtrike Terror in ſome 
caſes, the only means to preſerve Obedience, 
and-anaintain Diſcipline, to prevent yet more 
terrible Evils that may follow on a general 
„ Lioeno to Deſertion. a Tribe of 
c Nl nel had been invaded, and cur off by their 
nt i Enemics, for want ef che Aſſiſtance of the 
it BY other Tribes : Suppoſe the whole Army and 
un Strength of the Nation gut in pieces, be- 
4. | canſe weakned by the Deſertion of many, 
1 — 9 at home, and 


out 
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out of harm's way, than to run any of the 
Hazards of War in Defence of their Counts 


try, though to ſave the Lives of Thoufands 


and terte the Waun Nation from. 'Des 
ſtruction. (041 4j: 308+ 45 nr tea 
- It ſhould alſo be * that. in- the 


Heat of War, when Mens Spitits are greatly 


warmed by high Provocations, they ate ſome- 
times tempted to do ſevere and cruel things, 
which a cooler Temper and more ſedate Judg- 
ment would have prevented ; theſe are che 
Faults of Paſſion, not the Direction of Laws, 
and ſo far are to be accounted the Faults: of 
Men, not- of a Conſtitution. I the rather 
take notice of this, as it gives a general An- 


ſwer to many of the Objections uſually made, 


to the Juſtice, Wiſdom and Goodnels of the 


Hebrew Laws, as given'by Moſes. When 


Men are faulty, how-good ſocycr their Cha- 
raters may be in other reſpects; let them 
bear their own Guilt, but let us be careful 
not to make the Laws guilty, — — 


_ any Man's Weakneſs or Pa | 


The Importance of this — may 


_ in the Caſe of the Benjamites before 


How juſt, how neceſſary ſoever it was, 


— unn their Rebellion; yet it may be al- 


lowed without any Reflection, either on the 
Oracle, or the Hebrew Laws, that the Army 


of J Fact might carry the Puniſhment of 


the Benfamites too far, and with a Severity 
that might exceed all Directions of the Law 


and Rules of Prudence; and which were by 


no 
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no means either directed or warranted by the 
Oracle. So that when the People came to 
conſider it more coolly after the Heat of 


Action, the People repented them for Ben, Jud. xx. 
jamin, and even the Elders of the Congre- * 


gation conſulted how to reſtore the Tribe 
again, that a Tribe might not be deftroyed 21, 
out 'of Iſrael. It is then very unfair in the 
Moral Philofopher, to aſcribe all Actions in 
this War to the Oracle, or to aſſert, that 
the Oracle encouraged the People, and 
* prompted them to the moſt bloody and 
* cruel Outrage that had ever been ſeen of 
heard of.” For which there is not the 
leaſt Foundation of Truth. The Oracle re- 


ally directed no more than this, that Judah * 


according to ancient Cuſtom ſhould go 


firſ# to Battle: And after the 1/7ael/ites had 23. 28. 


been beaten at firſt by the Benjamites, the 
Oracle directs the Continuance of the War; 
and at length the Oracle gives them a Pro- 
miſe of Victory. Now what bloody, what 
cruel Outrages, are encouraged or prompted 
by any of theſe Oracles? It ſeems they did 
not take Advice of the Oracle, as they ought 
to haye done, but truſted too much to them 
ſelves. 5 firſt Queſtion they ask, is, Which 
75 1 firſt to the Battle againſt 

laren 1 N Iſrael ; not whether they 
— go to War at all. So they began with 
an irregular Step, which is the likely Rea- 
ſon why they were at firſt defeated by the 
Benj amites, that they mighe learn not — 
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truſt jn their. Numbers ans and Strength, but. ic 
the Protection of Fehouabh. When they laft 


Tonſult the Oracle, whether they ſhould: con- 


tinue the War aud leave it to God's-Direc- 


tion; 51 have an Anſwer, that God 


would de ber the Benjamites into thiir 


| hands. This is all my Concern the Oracle 
had in the whole Caſe, whatever Aſter- uſe 


was made of the Victory, had fio Direction 
from the Oracle, for the Oracle was no ways 


_ conſulted about it; and therefore it is un- 


righteous to imppte it, to the Oracle. Let 
every one then bear his own blame, and an- 
ſwer for himſelf for any Wrong he has 
done, what ariſes gither from the Corruption 


of the Conſtitution, or an undue Execution 


bf Laws, are the perſonal Faults and Miſ 
demeanors of private Men; but are not by 


any Rules of Reaſon, Juſtice or Equity, 


_ chargeable on the Lows or 


ution. 


How great Reptoach ſoever it may de to thoſe 
who execute good Laws xl, no fair Reaſoner, 


no honeſt Lover of Truth will inſiſt upon it, 


as a jul eee e on wan be 0¹ 
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25 eee The foregoing Accolnt of the 1 ts 
War with Rebellion might ſufficiently. ſerve to ſhow; 


* how- the Principles of the Hebrew. Goyern: 
ment are applicable in like caſes; and how 
they give a fatisfaftory Anſwer t0.like Ob 
jections, raiſed. on ſome other Paſſages of ke 
Hebrew Hiſtory 3 bak not dean 
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make their Application more eaſy and plain, 
by conſidering a few Inſtances more, cſpe- 
cially as Attempts have been made to reflect 
ſeverely on Samuel and the Prophets, © as 
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if they had inflamed, divided and excited 5 


the People to Rebellion“; and to thoſe 
religious Wars, © by which both Kings 


Hand Prophets were at laſt exterminated, 


and the whole Nation perfectly enſlay- 
* ed . Let us ſee how the foregoing Prin- 
ciples ſhew the Injuſtice of this Charge in 


wo nel Inſtances, the one of Samuel, 
in the times of Faul, the other of the Pro- 
phets in the days of Ahab. oh 
Saul Expedition againſt Amalek by Sa. 
muel's Direction, according to the Command 
of God, is fepreſented as a Project of the 
Prophet to deſtroy the King. It is evident, 
ſays our Author ſo often mentioned, that 
this was a Plot laid by the Prophet for the 
King's Deſtruction; for if he had not gi- 
ven the Soldiers the Booty or Plunder 
« of the conquered Country, the whole 
Army would have mutinied, and deſerted ; 
* ſince this was whiat they had never been 
denied in all their Wars, and then the 
King muſt have fallen a Sacrifice to the 
* difappointed arid inraged Soldiery, which 
* was doubtleſs what the Prophet intend- 
ed . So our Author; let us ſee the 

Truth of this Caſe. 9 
T Samuel 


* Moral Philof. I. 313. 


! 
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Samuel came to Saul, and faid unto him, 
r Samuel The Lord hath — ne to anoint thee 1 to 
xv. 1, Cc. h Ming over his le, over Iſrael. Nou 
eee hearken p o unto the Voice 
' the Mord of the Lord. Thus ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts, I remember that which 
Amalek did to Iſtael, how he laid wait 
1755 in the way when he came w 
Egypt. Now go and ſinite Ama. 
44. atterly 2 all hy they have, 
and ſpare them nat ; b ' both Mean 
and Woman, Infant and 701 7, Ox and 
Sheep, Caniel 3s _ 
It appears in the Hebrew Hiſtory, that 
when Amalel came out and fought with 
Exod.xvii 1ſrael, that the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, 
1415-16. Write this for a Memorial i wu a 95 and 


ill utterly put out the Ab; 
of Amalek from under eu "Accor- 
ingly Moſes built an Altar, or erected a 
monumental Pillar, which was ſometinics the 
Uſe of Altars, in Teftimony that the Lord 
will have War with Amalek from Geners 
tion to Generation. © 
*  Amalek was the firſt of the N ations, that 
made War with 1/7ael, and as 4 firſt and 
chief Enemy of ſpael, was ſente ced from 
the Times of Moſes to be cur off. A Me. 
miorial of this Sentence is erected by. Moſes 
In his own Times, to preſerve it in conſtant 
Memory, that the lebrew Nation might 
never forget it, or be ever tempted to enter 
e 
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into Alliances or Friendſhips with it. It was 
morcover one of the ſtanding military Laws, 
with 992 to the Cities of thoſe People, 
which ve them for their Abenteuer 


Thou jb by, alive nothing that breetheth, Dev. xs. 
but thou fhalt utterly deſtroy them. This 16, 17. 


was an original and ſtanding Law. of the 
Conſtitution, a Puniſhment ſevere indeed, 
but appointed for Perſons whoſe Crimes de- 
ſerved the ſevereſt Puniſhments, and Who, as 
was ſhewn before, were wiſely. made Ex- 
amples for the Warning of the whole Na · 
tion of 1/rael, as well as the Neighbour Na- 
rid to keep themſelves from 0 o provoking 
1 

The fame Reaſons then, which juſtify the 
runfim cer of the Canaanites in general, 
will juſtify the particular Puniſhment of the 
Amalekites. It is plain in Hiſtory, that this 
Sentence againſt Amalek had not been execut- ' 
ed when Samuel directed Saul to take upon 
himſelf the Execution of it. The weak 
State of the Hebrews under their occaſional 


judges, and while they were oppreſſed by 


levetal Neighbout Nations, . may account for 
the Reaſons why it had been deferred fo 
long; but now the Power of the Nation 
was united in a King, Saul had gained great 
Adyantages over the Philiſtines, and it was 
high time to improve thoſe Advantages to a 
better Settlement of the Hebrew Nation in 
the promiſed Land, which was of very great 
tmpottatice to the wa as well as the 
12 | 


- Proſperity 
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Proſperity of their Government. And what 


could be more adviſeable than to begin with 


Amalek? Was it unbecoming a Prophet to 
put Saul in mind of à ſolemn Law and 


perpetual Edict of Jebovab, to root out 
Amalek? Was it unbecoming Samuel as a 


Counſellor, to adviſe Saul to begin with an 


ancient, dangerous and inveterate Enemy, the 
more dangerous as they were ready to attack 
the Hebrews behind, if ever they ſhould be 
put to defend themſelves againſt any new 
Attempts of the Philiſtines, a rich powerful 
and formidable People, as Saul notwithſtand- 
ing the Subjection of the Amalekites ſoon 
found with the Loſs of his Life? IF; 

Where now is it evident in this Hiſtory, 
that (as our Author obſerves) this was a 


Plot laid by the Prophet for the King's 


Deſtruction? The Crimes of Amalek, the 


Sentence pronounced againſt Amalek, the 


monumental Pillar to keep it in perpet 

Remembrance, were all as old as the Days 
of Moſes, above three hundred Vears before 
Samuel or Saul, either the Prophet or the 
King were born. But it may be the Plot 
did not lie in this, that Saul was cxhorted 
to make War with Amalek, becauſe the Lord 
had ſaid, I will have War with Amalek from 
Generation to Gencration, or till that evil 
Generation was rooted out. Samuels Plot 
it ſhould ſeem rather lay in this, that he 
had ordered all the Spoil, or Booty ſhould 
be deſtroyed, agd noi given to the Army. 


For, 
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For, fays our Author, if he (Jaul) had 
not given the Soldiers the Booty or Plun- 
der of the conquered Country, the whole 
cc Army would have mutinicd and deſerted; 
« ſince this is what they had never been 
denied in all their Wars, and then the 
« King muſt have fallen a Sacrifice to the 
« diſappointed and enraged Soldiery, which 
« was 2 5 what the Prophet intend- 
* — * Confidence! ſo poſitive 
in aſſerting what is ſo groundleſs, and fo 
falſe. 

What! had the Army never been denied 


the Booty in all their Wars? Who, that had 


ever read the Crime or Puniſhment of A. 
chan, but would bluſh at aſſerting what is ſo 
evidently falſe, unleſs every thing muſt be 
right with a Moral Philoſopher, if it may 
ſerve for Matter of Accuſation againſt a 
Prophet. 

At the Siege of Fericho the City was put 
under an Anathema or Curſe, almoſt in the 
fame Words as Samuel uſes concerning A. 
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malek, and the City ſhall be accurſed, it Jovi. i. 


and all that are therein, to the Lord. 
This military Anathema or Curſe was the 
Hebrew Phraſe for military Execution; the 
Effects of which are thus explained, And they 
urterly deſtroyed all that was in the City, 
both Man and Woman, young and old, and 


Ox, and Sheep, and Aſs, with the Edge | 
„ KT But 
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But Achan committed 2 Treſpa ss in Pra 


 Joſ.vil.2, curſed thing; for he faw 93 Gy the Spc 


a goodly 40 yloniſh Garment and two h 


dred Shekels of Silver, and a Wedge of 'Gold 
of fifty Shekels weight, and he coyeted and 


1 to kk them: for this Crime he was condem- 


nel to Death, all 1/7ae! ſtoned him with 
Frones, and his Memory was afterwards men- 


_ . tioned with Ignominy as - the Troubler of 


Iſrael, 
Was it then doubtleſs, the Intention of 


Samuel to raiſe a Mutiny in the Army a- 


gainſt Saul for denying the Spoils, which 
was what they. had never been denicd in all 
their Wars; doubtleſs, an old Prophet and 


Judge in 1/7ae/ could not intend any ſuch 


thing; for he could not, indeed hardly any 
one Ifraelite could be ignorant of the direct 


cContrary, if only from the exemplary Puniſh- 


ment of Achan. 
The Diſobedience of Saul in this caſe, 


Was really a very aggravated Fault. It was 


not only aſſuming to himfelf a diſpenſing 
Power, but it was a direct Violation of the 
original Laws of Fehovah which, we. have 
alrcady ſeen, were ſacred and unalterable by 
the Conſtitution. _ 

Now to aſſume and' exerciſe a Power of 
diſpenſing with and ſuſpending of Laws, was 
juſtly underſtood by our Legiſlature, as a 


principal Evidence, that the late King 


James IL did endeavour to ſubvert and ex- 
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tirpate the Laws“ and Liberties of this 


Kingdom. This fair Repreſentation of the 
Caſe, may ſhew how unfairly the Conduct 
of the Prophet Samuel is reflected upon, not 
only without any Foundation of Truth, but 
even againſt the plaincſt Evidence of Truth 
to the contrary. | | 


| The Caſe of the Prophets in Abah's 925 of the 


time, is full out as plain. I ſhall ſay no ines 


thing of the Character or Authority of the Ahab. 


Prophets, which, beſides that the Conſidera- 
tion of them is in an abler hand , is not 
very material to the Queſtion before me. 
Jam only to ſhew how the foregoing Prin- 
ciples of the Hebrew Civil Government 


will entirely remove all thoſe Objections a- 


riſing from this Part of the Hebrew Hiſtory, 
ſo far as the Revelation of Moſes can be 
concerned in it. For it is to be obſerved, 


that no Man's private Behaviour, tho bred in 


the Schools of the Prophets, can be any juſt 
Reflection cither on thoſe Schools or their In- 
ſtirutions; leaſt of all, on the original Laws 
and Conſtitutions of Moſes. Who was evet 
ſo unreaſonable, as to make the private Miſ- 
behaviour of Perſons bred in any Univer- 
ſitics, whether Fellows of Colleges or Heads 


of Houſes, a Reflection on Nurſeries of 


Learning ? Who cvcr inferred from thence 
that Proceprs of Virtue were not taught in 
„ien 
„Stat. I. N. and Mary, Seſ. ii. c. 2. 
+ Leland. | 
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as ſhould plea 


O the Civil Government 
them, becauſe ſome of their ' Scholars proved 
vicious, notwithſtanding their Education, 

If then four hundred Prophets, or four 
times as many Perſons, educated or living in 
the Colleges of Prophets, ſhould think it for 
their Intereſt to court King Ahab and Queen 
Fezabel, and 1 ſmooth things, ſuch 

e them, however falſe; what 
is this to Moſes and his Revelation, to the 


Character and Authority of true and faithful 


Prophets? Micajab, a true Prophet, calls 
theſe four hundred Ahab Prophets, not the 


1 Kings 
Xxxii. 23. 


Lord's. Now therefore the Lord hath — 
a tying Spirit in the Mouth of all theſe 
thy Prophets, and the Lord hath ſpoken 
evil concerning thee. Theſe Court Pro- 


phets, who gave themſelves up to a Spirit of 


Falſhood to pleaſe the King, arc yet by our 
Author ſhrewdly, ſuppoſed © to have con- 


"ol pred together to ſend King Aab up to 


* Ramoth Gilead, that he might there fall 


* in Battle; which took effect, and the 
King was {lain, though they had all aſſured 
him in the Name of the Lord, that he 
„ ſhould gain the Victory and xcturn in 


* Peace ®,” True, all Alas own Prophets 


0; had giyen him ſuch Aſſurance; but Mica- 


77 


Jab, the true Prophet of the Lord, had aſ- 
ſured him of the contrary 3 for which Frec- 
dom the King comn.ittec Eim to Priſon, and 
ordered him to be fed with the Bread and 


Water of Affliction. You ſce thus plainly, 


© .r / neither 
* Moral Philo. I. 315. 
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ef th Hebrews, 

neither the true Prophets of the Lord, 

nor any of the Laws or Conſtitutions of the 
* BU Moſaical Revelation, are the leaſt concerned 
1 in this "Caſe of Ahab. You ſee further how 
r WW groundleſs it is to charge even theſe Court 
Prophets with a Conſpiracy to fend the King 
1 WW to War, that he might fall in Battle. The 
t Hiſtory ſhews how much Ahab loved to be | 
© deccived, when it was propoſed to conſult | 
| W Micajah, he faid, I hate him, for he doth Kings | 
s. MW not propheſy Good concerning me, but Euil; x A 
e but Ahab s Prophets were much better Cour- 
f tiers, they aimed only at pleaſing him; and 
e what Advantage could theſe Prophets have, 
7 by a Conſpiracy againſt Ahab's Life? They 
)- might hope ſomething from his Favour while 
f WU he lived, but had little to expect if by his | 
ir Death the Credit of the true Prophets of , 
n- the Lord ſhould be revived. But to return 
o from the Miſ conduct of the falſe Prophets ] 
to the Conduct of the true. | HE 7 
IC Our Author obſcrves, © Experience by 
d „this time had cvinced, that it was im- 
ic | *© poflible for the regal Power and prophe- 
in *© tick Office to ſubſiſt together, and there- 
ts “fore Ahab hoped to have put an end to 
4. « this holy Order, and thereby have cut off 
„ the Occaſion of any more religious 
c- « Wars . . . . Hc therefore ſeems to have 
id | © formed a Deſign, and laid a Scheme, if 
id | * poſlible, to root them out, and to eſta- 
y, « bliſh ſome other Religion more friendly 
Cr and bencficent to Mankind; and that 


might 


Of. the Choil Cone 


cc. might not obſtruct his Alliances with other 
© Nations*.” S0 our Author repreſents the 


5 : , Idolatry 'of Ahab in compariſon with the 


Morſtip of the true God, as the eſtabliſhed 
KReligion of the Hebrew Nation. Ahab 
had married Jegabel Daughter of the King 
- of Zidon, an Idolater : She was a Woman 
e of great Policy and Contrivance, by whom 
* "he might execute his Dcſi igns without 
* ſeeming to be directly engaged in it him- 
* ſelf. She laid a Scheme for the Deſtruc- 
< tion of the Lord's Prophets, and for which, 
(as our Author tells us) ſhe ſeemed to have 
had ſome Appearance of natural Juſtice.” 
The Prophets it ſeems were againſt a Tole- 
ration of Idolatry, or a Suſpenſion of the 
Laws againſt Idolaters in the Hebrew Go- 
vernment, by King Ahad's Prerogative; but 
Queen Jegabel thought this Zeal of the 
Prophets © contrary to the Law of Nature, 
« and Nations; and therefore ſhe laid a 
© Deſign for the Deſtruction and Exterm+- 

« nation of theſe Prophets, as Enemies not 
only to their own Country, but to he 

6 common Peace and Tranquility of 'the 
* World+.” And, docs our Author think 
fo too? ould he have his Readers think 
| yy with Qucen Fegabel, and juſtify her 
for the Deſtruction and Extermination 

of the Prophets for theſe Reaſons. Let the 
foregoing 


v0 Moral Philoſ. I. 312. 
+ Id. 314. 
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foregoing Principles of the Hebrew Govern 


ment determine the Caſe. 

We have ſecn the Juſtice, Wiſdom: and 
Goodneſs of putting a ſtop to. Idolatry, by 
the Hebrew Conſtitution that 
was High-Treaſon in the Hebrew Goverg- 
ment- that the Prohibition of Mar- 


riage with Idolaters 1 one of the ori- 


ginal Laws of Fehovah, was unalterable, 
and not to be diſpens d with, by any Power 
or Authority in that Government. That 
a Toleration of Idolatry in that Govern- 
ment was ſubverſive of the chief Deſign 
and principal End of the Conſtitution, irre- 
concileable to common. Senſe, as well as to 

litical Wiſdom. — That it was 2 
Breach of the Covenant of Fehovah, or 'of 
the original Contract between Jabovab 
and the Nation, and of the Oath of Alle- 
giance to Fehovah, by which all Perſons 
were. bound from the loweſt of the People 
to. the higheſt Magiſtrate. 

What ſort of Perſons then muſt the Pro- 
phets have been, if they could have fallen 
in with King Ababs Deſign, to aboliſh the 
Worſhip of the one true God, in order to 
introduce Idolatry as a more friendly Re- 
ligion, and more beneficent to Mankind ? 

they could have thought with Queen 
Fexzabel, that the Puniſhment of Idolatry, 
according to the Laws of the Hebrew Go- 


vernment, was Contrary to the Law of 


Naturc 
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Of the Civil Government 


Nature and Nations, what honeſt Man 110 
all 12 Prophet or no Prophet, bu 

d have endeavoured, as far as he Tow: 
fully might, to prevent the utter Subver- 
ſion of the Religion, Laws and Conſtity- 


tions of his Country, on which his own 


Liberties, Property and Happineſs did de- 
pend. For the ſame Power that deſtroyed 
the Conſtitution, might deſtroy every Man's 


Nights and Properties, which were only to be 


ſupported, by it. Nabot his Right to his 


Vineyard would be brought to depend on 


the King's Will, as much as the Laws 2. 
gainſt Idolatry. 

The Wiſdom of our Ge has 
declared it inconſiſtent with the Safety and 
Welfare of this Proteſtant Kingdom, to 
be governed by a Popiſh Prince, or by 
any King or Queen marrying. a Papilt ; 
and therefore it is. euacted ®, that cvery 
ſuch Perſon ſhall be cxcluded, and be far 
ever incapable to inherit, poſſeſs or enjoy 


the Crown and Government of this Realm. 


And in all and every ſuch Caſe or 
Caſes, the People of theſe Realms ſhall be, 
and arc hereby abſolved of their Alle 


giance. 


If Queen Fezabel - would ** thought 


theſe: Methods of Preſervation againſt the 


Danger of Popery contrary to the Laws 


of en and Nations, I hope no honeſt 


* 
| * 1.62. Seſ. ii. e. 2. 


F ibe HEBREWS: | 


Engliftmany; who has ſeen in 2 
hy Popery- is inconſiſtent” with the Safety 
and Welfare of this | Proteſtant Kingdom, 
but will own it to be a wiſe and neceſ- 
ary | Proviſion, to preſerve his Religion, 
Liberty and Property, and endeavour to- 
prevent the leaſt Breach in this Security to: 
our n from: the preſent | Proteſtant: 
Succeflion. Whether Idolatry was not as in- 
conſiſtent with the Safety and Welfare of 
the un A toes N. Man 
judge? rt ¹M 
1 ſhall bee jult take notice af; ons Obs! 
ſervation; more of our Authors, in this 
Charge againſt the Prophets: That every; 
". King and Royal Family, who cpuld; not 
come into theſe Meaſures; were marked 
out for Deſtruction; and the maſt ſormi- 
„ dable. and bloody Rebethons: raiſed a- 
gainſt them for encouraging and ſupport- 
ing Idolatry 7.“ This Charge of;;Rebel-/ 
lion againſt Kings and Royal-Familien ſounds: 
great; and may perhaps lead unthinking 
people to imagine ſome divine hereditary, 
Right of Succeſſion in theſe Kings and, 
Royal Families; and that it muſt be an 
heayy Aggravation of Rebellion in the — 
phets, to oppoſe the Exerciſe. of the Royal 
Prerogative for the Eſtabliſhment ef Idola - 
try. But pray abſerve who thele Kinga and 
um rn of 


Omri, 
1 Moral Phil I. 303. 


of the firſt Covenant, or 
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King, and Killed him. E. 
dab was che Soll and” Sueceſſor bf Biaſha, 
who his Royal Family bo 
_ againſt, and flaying”Na426/the 86h of 
roboam';'and thisZeroboam, theFoutidet ofhi 
Royal Family, obtain d his Crown by a Revolt 
from the Kingdom and Family of David. You 
ſee, here are three Royal Families of Ohnr;, 
Baafha'and Feroboa; all of them founded in 
leſs than fifty Years; all of them founded 
by Subjects cither conſpiring againſt their 
Kings, and ſlaying them, or reyoltirig' from 
them. In Which f theſe Royal Families 
was the divine Right of hereditary Succeſ- 
ſtom If in none ef them, what will an this 
Gutery of formidable and bloody Rebellion 
againſt every King and Royal Family amount 
tor In a word, it was by the Hebrew Go 
vernment” an eſſential Limitaridtr of the 
Power and Prerogative of every Magiſtracy 
Whatever; of the Congregation of all 1/Fael, 
of the national Senate, of the Judge, and of 
the King; whether ſeparately or jointly, that 
their Power did not extend to repeal the 
Laws againſt Idolatry, or to diſpenſe with 
che Execuilow ef them: for it was & Breach 
original Contracł be- 
tween elouaßb and the" Hebrew Nation, 
which required they- ſhould have no other 
Gods- before him. It could not therefore 
poſſibly 


King by: 7 Mlaying ing Zum, who had conſpited 
againſt Blub his 


aww H6©om 
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poſſibly be Rebellion, to oppoſe all Attempts 
againſt the Laws, Rights and Liberties ofſche 
Nation, It would have been Rebellion a- 

Government, not to have endea- 
vour'd to ſupport and maintain it, againſt all 
ſuch Attempts of an unlawful rer us. " 


Upon the whole, conſidering che true De- 
ſign of the Hebrew Government, the ſeveral 


Parts.of it will, I hope, appear wiſe and well 
choſen to anſwer the Ends propoſed by them. 
And 4s the Deſign of creQtirig a ;« Governtneny 
to put a ſtop to Idolatry, and to preſerye in 
it the Knowledge and Worſhip: of the one 


true God, the beſt Principles of Virtue, of 


private and publick Happineſs, appears a kind 


D as well as agreeable to Ju- 
9 e an — — Beke 
of that Part of: Revelation, and thew'from 
1 titution: of the. Government itſelf, 
de ho] groundleſs, ow A e 
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